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1. Preamble 

 
Thank you for the opportunity to make a submission to Planning Panels Victoria on the 
Environmental Effects Statement for the North East Link. 
 
The Blackburn & District Tree Preservation Society Inc. (the ‘tree society’) has a general 
interest in the impacts of the project on the natural landscape from Greensborough to 
Bulleen.  
 
More specifically the tree society is deeply concerned about the negative environmental 
effects of the proposed construction works on the Eastern Freeway and the anticipated 
increased traffic congestion in the main north-south roads in Whitehorse (including Elgar 
Road, Station Street, Middleborough Road, Surrey-Blackburn Road and Springvale Road) 
during the construction and operational stages of the project.  
 
The tree society is vitally interested in the mitigation of construction impacts on the natural 
landscape of these areas and the enhancement of parklands and open spaces adjoining 
the Eastern Freeway and associated major north-south feeder roads. 
 

2. The Tree Society 
 
The tree society consists of ninety-five members with an Executive Committee of five and 
a Friends group of over one hundred people and groups.  

The tree society was formed in 1959 when Blackburn residents became concerned at the 
loss of the treed character of their recently developed suburb. People had grown to love 
the local bushland character and were prepared to advocate for its preservation and 
enhancement. Today the tree society continues to encourage sensitive development with 
the protection of the environment paramount. It has become the voice of the local 
community, offering expert advice and information to residents, Whitehorse council and 
government authorities on the preservation and enhancement of our local flora and fauna 
in the eastern suburbs of Melbourne. During the 1980s the tree society was crucial in the 
successful campaign to introduce tree and vegetation controls for Blackburn followed by 
surrounding suburbs including Mitcham, Mont Albert North, Blackburn South, Vermont and 
Forest Hill. Recently the whole of the City of Whitehorse attained significant landscape 
overlay status that afforded tree and vegetation protection throughout the city. This 
process was one of the earliest examples of the establishment of tree and vegetation 
protection controls within Victoria. 

The Aims of the Blackburn and District Tree Preservation Society Inc. are to:  

• Promote and improve the natural environment in the City of Whitehorse 

• Promote an understanding of indigenous plants and the natural environment 

• Disseminate information to members 
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Statement of Purpose of the Society 
1. To investigate the present and potential areas of parklands and sanctuaries within 
the City of Whitehorse and to have selected bushland areas reserved as sanctuaries and 
parklands, preserving their natural amenity. 
2. To encourage and participate in the planting of indigenous trees and plants in parks 
and sanctuaries and along streets, especially in denuded areas. 
3. Foster a general interest in the native flora of the City of Whitehorse, to encourage 
the retention of existing indigenous trees and plants, and, in particular, to encourage the 
use of indigenous plants in private gardens. 
4. To stimulate an interest in the history of the City of Whitehorse, in particular by 
accumulating, disseminating and preserving information on the natural history of the area. 
5. To concern itself with wider conservation issues, although the interests of the 
Society lie mainly within the City of Whitehorse. 
 
 

Tree Society Website and Email Address 
The website is http://www.bdtps.wordpress.com 
Email address: mailto:bdtpsociety@gmail.com 

 
 

3. Tree Society Position Re the Construction of the North East Link & 
Associated Widening of the Eastern Freeway 

 
The committee and membership of the society are completely opposed to this thoughtless, 
short-sighted and prohibitively expensive transport project to be constructed on the false 
premise that it will solve motor vehicle congestion in the north east metropolitan area.  
It may achieve this goal in the short-term but eventually the traffic congestion and gridlock 
will recur as has happened with all freeway developments, not only in Melbourne, but in 
major cities around the world. 
In the meantime this project will crudely, and at great cost, transfer the traffic problem from 
the north east to east/south east municipalities including Whitehorse (primarily), 
Boroondara, Maroondah and Monash. 
The tree society favours less destructive options including expanding the public transport 
network (buses, light rail, tramways) and increasing the frequency and quality of service 
now rather than build more freeways and wait patiently for the radial heavy rail proposal 
favoured by the Andrews government for start-up in 25-30 years-time.  
By this stage there will be traffic chaos in the ever-expanding Melbourne metropolis.  
 

4. A Litany of Environmental Degradation 
 
4.1 Ecological Impacts 
• 52 hectares of indigenous vegetation (i.e. significant and scarce metropolitan remnant 

bushland) will be destroyed by the NEL project including: 
o  104 large trees within patches of native vegetation  
o 190 scattered native trees (75 large trees and 115 small trees)  
o An undocumented number (probably in the tens of thousands) of indigenous 

shrubs, native grasses and ground-storey plants 
o 32 large scattered trees that could be lost once the project opens due to 

groundwater drawdown associated with construction of the northern portal.  
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The 52 hectares of bushland slated for destruction (and containing tens of thousands of 
plants indigenous trees, shrubs and ground-covers) is almost 1.5 times the size of 
Melbourne’s Royal Botanical Gardens (RBG). The 36-hectare RBG contains almost 
50,000 individual plants. 
It is important to note that this remnant bushland will be lost for ever – it is irreplaceable 
and cannot and will never be emulated by human engineering or ingenuity. 
• Eight hectares of woodland at the Simpson Barracks in Yallambie would be lost, 

impacting kangaroos by removing their grazing habitat 
• Hundreds of large, mature trees would either be cleared or lose water supply to their 

roots and die because of the project (see figures above) 
• The loss of so many trees will have a deleterious effect on the health of the Yarra River 

according to local ecologists 
• Land clearing will negatively impact three threatened flora species: Matted Flax-lily 

(Dianella amoena), Arching Flax-lily (Dianella longifolia var. grandis) and Studley Park 
Gum (Eucalyptus studleyensis) 

• There will be localised impacts on non-threatened terrestrial fauna 
• Groundwater drawdown (between 0.1 to 0.5 metres) will occur at the culturally 

significant Bolin Bolin Billabong, which will lower the water level at the eastern end of 
the billabong and negatively impacting the ecology of the site. Bolin Bolin Billabong is 
vitally important in Melbourne’s Koorie cultural heritage and needs to be preserved 
without interference.  

 
4.2 Trees and Tree Canopy Impacts (i.e. Planted Tree Losses) 
The trees in question have mainly been planted within the existing road zones and 
abutting land along the Eastern Freeway and the M80 Ring Road. 
It is important to note that on the Eastern Freeway to the east of Bulleen Road this 
includes those areas now utilized as parkland and public open space enjoyed by residents 
of Boroondara, Whitehorse and Manningham. These parklands are popular and are 
utilized for walking, jogging, commuter/recreational cycling and for other forms of passive 
recreation everyday by thousands of people.  
So not only the trees will be lost but the open space and parkland the community has 
taken for granted for so many years will be given over to the motor vehicle. And the fear is 
that because of the massive widening of the Eastern Freeway, the freeway lanes will abut 
residential areas such that there will be no room for replacement plantings in the local 
area. 
The loss to local amenity will be immense. 
 
The negative planted tree impacts include: 
• 15,800 planted trees will be removed to construct North East Link, as summarized in 

Table 4 (reproduced over page. Reference page 56 of the NEL Environmental Effects 
Statement Summary Report).  

• An additional 10,100 trees will ’potentially’ be affected, as summarised in Table 5 
(reproduced over page. Reference page 56 of the NEL Environmental Effects 
Statement Summary Report). The NEL report states that these trees will be ‘potentially 
impacted’. The tree society advocates that these are ‘weasel words’. It is our 
experience that for major construction projects managed by authorities under the 
auspices of the State, the amount of collateral damage is substantial (and usually 
unforeseen by the general public) and extends well beyond the actual footprint of the 
reference project.  
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• To quote the EES Summary Report: ‘Of the approximately 25,900 planted trees 
planned for removal or potentially impacted, approximately two-thirds are categorised 
as medium or long-term viable (MLTV) trees (semi-mature and mature trees with a life 
expectancy of more than 10 years)’.  
For the Eastern Freeway section this means that most of the trees are young, healthy 
mature trees which were planted in the late 1990s-early 2000s, soon after completion 
of the freeway section from Bulleen Road to Springvale Road. As such, without 
intervention and destruction, they will live for a further 75-100+ years depending on the 
species. The trees will continue to contribute positively to the tree canopy and natural 
landscape in the eastern suburbs for decades to come.  
In fact, and quite ironically, the tree society cannot put it better than the NEL Authority 
itself (refer page 56 of the NEL Environmental Effects Statement Summary Report): 

‘Tree canopy makes a vital contribution to the wellbeing and liveability of urban 
neighbourhoods by absorbing heat retained by roads and buildings, supporting cleaner 

air and water, insulating against noise pollution and providing local habitat.’ 
 

The state government and the NEL Authority states that the 26,000 trees to be 
destroyed to make way for the $15.8 billion North East Link will be replaced by 30,000 
re-planted trees. 
 

However the tree society contends that: 
• Two to three times the number of trees slated for removal need to be planted to 

adequately compensate for this acute wholesale destruction of an established urban 
forest 

• The newly-planted trees won’t provide an equivalent tree canopy cover for another 25-
30 years 

• There is a scarcity of unencumbered open space to plant this number of trees (and 
associated shrubs and ground-storey plants) within walking distance of the freeway 
reserve – where they are most needed to replace the trees slated for removal.  

 

 
NB: Upwards of 15,000 trees will be removed or ‘potentially impacted’ to make way for the 
Eastern Freeway expansion alone. 
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4.3 Parkland and Open Space Impacts 
The NEL project requires the permanent acquisition of 182,300 square metres of open 
space and recreational areas across the municipalities of Banyule, Manningham, 
Boroondara, Yarra and Whitehorse according to a NEL report on the social impacts of the 
project.  
For the Eastern Freeway, these parklands are located mainly as linear parks on the 
perimeter of the existing freeway and are popular locations for many types of passive and 
active recreation (e.g. walking, jogging, commuter/recreational cycling, tennis, golf and ball 
sports). This means that the open space and parkland that Melburnians have ‘owned’ for 
so many years will be given over to the motor vehicle.  
And to compound this loss, due to the massive widening of the Eastern Freeway, the 
roadway will be so close to residential areas resulting in little or no room for replacement 
plantings in the local neighbourhood. 
Thus no open space, little opportunity for replacement plantings and an inevitable increase 
in noise and air/particulate pollution will result in the destruction of the amenity previously 
enjoyed by local residents. 
Anecdotal evidence suggests that house prices are already crashing in suburbs close to 
the eastern Freeway between Bulleen and Springvale Roads. 
This net loss of open space will be very difficult to replace within a reasonable distance 
from its current location (i.e. by most measures within walking distance or 500 metres). 
Therefore, unless mitigated by NEL and/or the Victorian state government, the loss to local 
amenity will be acute and irreversible. 
Individual open space impacts include: 
• Koonung Creek Reserve in North Balwyn will lose in excess of 80% of its parkland 

during construction and around 20% per cent will be permanently lost 
• Most of the linear parkland bordering the freeway in Whitehorse and Manningham will 

be taken up by the freeway expansion such that there will little or no functional open 
space remaining for recreational pursuits 

• The Doncaster Park and Ride facility, with its 400-spot car park, will be re-located for 
up to three years 

• Borlase Reserve in Yallambie will be completely appropriated during the construction 
phase with only 50% returned as parkland upon completion of the project 

• The major regional recreation hub, Boroondara Tennis Centre, will be completely 
consumed by the NEL project along with the Bulleen Swim Centre 

• Sections of Bulleen Park including a large sporting oval will be lost to the NEL project 
• Extensive works compound sites will be located at a number of locations during the 

construction phase of the works (i.e. for 7 years). 
 
4.4 Koorie and Historical Cultural Impacts 
• The Bolin Bolin Billabong in Bulleen, an important Koorie ceremonial meeting and 

camping place, may lose half a metre of its water depth as a result of the freeway 
construction. This would drain the billabong almost entirely and destroy its ecological 
and cultural significance 

• One of Melbourne’s most significant trees, the large, 300-year old River Red Gum 
(Eucalyptus camaldulensis) on Bridge Street in Bulleen will need to be cut down to 
construct the Manningham Road interchange according to the NEL Authority and the 
Environmental Effects Statement. The tree measures 20 metres in height with a 
canopy spread of 17 metres and a trunk circumference of 6 metres (i.e. it is huge). The 
tree was originally saved by a local resident when the rest of the block was cleared to 
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make way for a service station. The tree recently won the 2019 Victorian ‘Tree of the 
Year’ award sponsored by the National Trust of Australia (Victoria). It has been listed in 
the National Trust of Australia Significant Tree Register for many years and is also the 
subject of a local council Heritage Overlay.  
Every effort must be made to save this important ecologic, arboricultural and cultural 
icon. 

• The EES Summary Statement (see page 47) states that the project construction has 
‘the potential to impact’ 14 Aboriginal cultural heritage places including artefact scatters 
adjoining the M80 Ring Road, 2 scarred trees, 3 heritage overlay places, 2 scatters 
adjacent to Bulleen Road north of the Eastern Freeway, and 5 places in the Eastern 
Freeway element, comprising three artefact scatters and 2 Koorie historical places.  
 

4.5 Amenity and Well-Being Impacts 
• Air quality will diminish due to higher traffic volumes along the Eastern Freeway, 

Bulleen Road, Grimshaw Street and Greensborough Road. Air quality would also 
decrease adjacent to the M80 Ring Road 

• During construction, the NEL project will require full or partial temporary occupation of 
a number of reserves and recreational facilities (including part of the grounds at three 
private schools), most of which are clustered around the southern extent of Bulleen 
Road and the area surrounding the Eastern Freeway 

• Recreational areas proposed to be impacted by temporary occupation and permanent 
acquisition are the southern extent of Bulleen Road (Bulleen Park) and the area 
surrounding the Eastern Freeway. This includes the sports fields provided by Carey 
Grammar, Trinity Grammar School and Marcellin College, and other facilities including 
Bulleen Park, Bulleen Swim Centre, Boroondara Tennis Centre, the Veneto Club and 
the Freeway Public Golf Course. 

• Other facilities used for recreational sporting will be impacted by full or partial 
temporary occupation include Gabonia Avenue Reserve, Winsor Reserve, AK lines 
Reserve and Elgar Park.  

• A number of public open spaces used for active or passive recreation will be required 
for full or partial temporary occupation including areas near Borlase Reserve, Boronia 
Grove Reserve, Eastern Freeway Linear Reserve, Frensham SEC Reserve, Gray 
Street Reserve, Jack O'Toole Reserve, Koonung Creek Linear Park, Koonung Creek 
Reserve and Koonung Reserve.  

• There will be seven large construction compounds between Bulleen Road and the 
Eastern Freeway that will collectively take up over 17 hectares of public open space , 
parks and sporting reserves. 

• A further thirteen construction compounds will be located between the M80 Ring Road 
and the Eastern Freeway and five compounds along the Eastern Freeway west of 
Bulleen Road 

• Temporary negative impacts on nearby community facilities and residents during 
construction will include traffic disruption, noise and dust emissions, changes to access 
and connectivity. 

 
4.6 Groundwater and Surface Water Impacts 
 ‘Construction and operation of North East Link has the potential to change groundwater 
levels and affect groundwater availability and quality, with potential impacts on human 
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health, buildings and structures, and the environment.’ (refer page 49 of the EES 
Summary Report).  
This is of particular relevance to the ecologically and culturally significant Bolin Bolin 
Billabong (see previously under Koorie and Historical Cultural Impacts). 
 
About three kilometres of water flowing through two separate creeks, the Koonung Creek 
and Banyule Creek, would be diverted and turned into drains. 
According to page 52 of the EES Summary Report: 

‘Banyule Creek Approximately 1,400 metres of open drain, creek, and tributaries 
would be diverted from Blamey Road to Lower Plenty Road, replacing this section of the 
creek with culverts and overland flow paths with a new retarding basin upstream of Lower 
Plenty Road.’ 

‘Koonung Creek Underground diversion or realignment of sections of the creek would 
total approximately 1,600 metres and require the clearing of vegetation in the floodplain 
prior to the re- establishment of new vegetation.’ 
Melbourne Water is currently planning to ‘de-barrel’ urban waterways to create wetland 
habitats and keep rainfall as close as possible to where it falls then to be slowly released 
into the waterways. This NEL project is doing exactly the opposite for these important 
waterways and will destroy the wetlands and waterways enjoyed by locals for many years. 
 
4.7 Landscape and Visual Impacts 
The EES Summary Report (refer page 46) acknowledges that there will a number of 
locations where the landscape and visual amenity will be negatively impacted by new 
infrastructure, mainly due to insufficient space for vegetation buffers to screen views of 
noise walls and other elevated structures.  
Locations that will experience long-term medium to high landscape and visual impacts 
include: 
• The Lower Plenty Road interchange 
• The M80 Ring Road interchange in Greensborough 
• Residential streets including Frensham Road and Sellars Street in Watsonia North, 

Borlase Street in Yallambie, Estelle Street in Bulleen, Columba Street in Balwyn North  
• Simpson Barracks and sporting complexes in Bulleen with views of the proposed 

ventilation structures  
• In Boroondara , Whitehorse and Manningham locations in Koonung Creek Reserve 

and Koonung Creek wetlands, places along the Koonung Creek Trail and River Circuit 
Trail  

• During the construction phase, the Ridgeline, Koonung Creek areas and the Yarra 
River Valley due to the number of residences with views towards construction activities, 
particularly along the Eastern Freeway 

 
4.8 Land Use Planning Impacts  
(See also previous sections on Amenity and Well-Being Impacts and Parkland and 
Open Space Impacts). 
A couple of quotes from the EES Summary Report: 
 ‘The main impacts associated with land use planning are related to the acquisition and 
temporary occupation of private property and public open space. Permanent change in 
land use would result from acquisition where land that is currently used for open space, 
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residential, commercial, industrial and Commonwealth land purposes would no longer be 
available for that purpose. These impacts would be experienced particularly at the Bulleen 
Industrial Precinct, recreational facilities along Bulleen Road, residential land subject to 
acquisition and some areas of open space across the project.’ (Reference: Page 45 of the 
EES Summary Report). 

‘The installation of noise walls and elevated structures would potentially cause increased 
overshadowing at up to 45 residential dwellings along the southern side of the M80 Ring 
Road, isolated locations along the Greensborough Bypass and along the southern side of 
the Eastern Freeway’. (Reference: Page 45 of the EES Summary Report). 
 
4.9 Social, Business and Community Impacts 
• Compulsory acquisition of 36 residential properties across the North East Link corridor. 

These properties would be located in the suburbs of Macleod, Yallambie, 
Greensborough, Watsonia and Bulleen.  

• Permanent land acquisition or temporary occupation of properties affecting 102 
businesses.  

 
4.10 Transport: Impacts during and after Construction of the North East Link  
Construction works would impact the road and traffic network surrounding North East Link 
over a period of seven years, with construction at different locations being impacted during 
this time. Construction activities will generate additional truck traffic, require lane and road 
closures and create detours to facilitate public and worker safety. 
 
For road users, traffic changes due to construction activities would increase their travel 
time for daily commutes or usual trips during the project’s construction.  
 
The location of construction sites along some roads such as Greensborough Road, 
Bulleen Road and the Eastern Freeway will increase the perception of these roads as 
barriers to travel.  
 
During construction works, temporary relocation, diversions and potential closure of 
shared use paths will be required. 
 
The area surrounding the project hosts a sizeable vulnerable population including elderly 
people and children, evident in the number of aged care homes and schools. As a result, 
even temporary disruption to shared use paths around these areas could cause the social 
isolation of vulnerable individuals who use the paths to make necessary trips to shops, 
medical centres and social activities. 
 
Public transport facilities along the project corridor including bus stops, bus routes, 
Watsonia railway station and the Hurstbridge rail line would be temporarily disrupted 
during the project’s construction.  
 
Once the North East Link is operational it is predicted that traffic volume increases will 
occur along the Greensborough Bypass (east of the M80 Ring Road), Watsonia Road and 
some arterial roads south of the Eastern Freeway.  
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Over-dimensional vehicles and some vehicles carrying placarded loads will be prohibited 
from entering the tunnels. This begs the question as to how these trucks will travel 
between the north east and east/south east of Melbourne once the NEL is operational. 
Presumably it will be via the existing major arterial roads.  

Wasn’t one of the major justifications for the construction of the North East Link to remove 
large trucks from clogging up our suburban arterial roads?  
 

5. Managing the NEL Project’s Impacts 
 

The vast NEL Environmental Effects Statement is littered with rhetoric asserting that the 
project will be managed effectively and sustainably, that negative environmental impacts 
will be minimised and disruption for local residents appropriately managed. 
The claim is made that NEL: 

‘… will aim to be a leader in sustainability by pioneering new approaches and integrating 
sustainability principles and features into the project’s planning, design, construction and 
operation’. (EES Summary Report, page 33). 

Furthermore the NEL authority will create a Sustainability Management Plan in which the 
following commitments will be integrated: using resources efficiently, protecting urban 
ecosystems, contributing to communities, supporting local economies and reducing carbon 
emissions. The plan will meet or exceed benchmarks set by the Infrastructure 
Sustainability Council of Australia’s Infrastructure Sustainability Rating Tool and other 
sustainability targets. It would also outline a process for continually monitoring and 
evaluating the project’s sustainability performance. 

On page 34 of the EES Summary Report a number of plans and management tools are 
listed that will be binding on works contractors such that the impacts associated with the 
project will be effectively managed. These include Construction Environmental 
Management Plans (CEMPs), Worksite Environmental Management Plans (WEMPs) 
Environmental Management Framework (EMF) and Environmental Performance 
Requirements (EPRs). The CEMPs must be prepared with reference to EPA Victoria’s 
Best Practice Environmental Management: Environmental Guidelines for Major 
Construction Sites. The plan would provide details of all planned construction activities and 
an indicative schedule for construction works. It would describe in detail how the contractor 
would meet the EPRs and any approval conditions, and how environmental risks during 
construction would be identified, managed and mitigated.  

An Independent Environmental Auditor would review the CEMPs and WEMPs (and other 
construction- related plans required by the EPRs) and undertake environmental audits of 
project activities to verify compliance with these plans. 

On page 59 of the ESS Summary Report the NELP compliance reporting procedure is 
outlined thus: 

‘NELP would report regularly on the project’s compliance with the EMF and EPRs to the 
Minister for Planning and other approval authorities during construction and for up to two 
years after the project opens. These reports would be based on regular reports and 
notifications to NELP by the Independent Environmental Auditor and the project 
contractors.’  
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However the SMPs, CEMPs, WEMPs, EMFs, EPRs (and BPEMGs, CCEPs, CHMPs, 
DDOs, ICNGs, OEMPs, PPFs, SEPPs, SMPs, TMPs and UDLPs – refer ESS Glossary & 
Abbreviations) and other project management terminology embedded in the ESS 
document provide few details as to their contents, scope or ramifications. 
The tree society remains sceptical that this major urban project will proceed in an orderly 
manner with minimal disruption to the community and environment. 
 
In our experience with level crossing removals in Whitehorse, these plans, requirements 
and promises are malleable at best and are often massaged to suit the contractors, the 
authority and government to the detriment of the people they are supposed to be serving. 
Community consultation remains aspirational at best and on many occasions the plans 
that are put in place with great fanfare and detail are ignored.  
 
The tree society is certain of the following outcomes for the North East Link Project:  
1. There will be massive, ongoing and insufferable disruption during the construction 
and operational stages of the NEL project. 
2. The environmental and amenity impacts will be much worse than stated in the ESS 
documents. 
3. The beneficial effects of the NEL on Melbourne’s road network will be minimal and 
short-lived. 
4. Sooner or later the state government and government authorities will be forced to 
tip the balance in favour of creating a world-class public transport network and stop 
building expensive, and ultimately useless freeways.  
 
 
6. Conclusion 
 
The tree society considers this project to be one of the most important and potentially 
destructive issues facing the Whitehorse civic and urban environment and will do little to 
alleviate motor traffic issues in Whitehorse – indeed the society contends that the NEL 
project will exacerbate current traffic congestion resulting in gridlock for Middleborough, 
Elgar and Springvale Roads into the future (refer Appendix 1). 
 
The society is highly critical of the construction and expansion of Melbourne’s outmoded 
freeway system at the expense of any meaningful attempts to improve the city’s public 
transport system in Whitehorse specifically and metropolitan Melbourne more broadly. 
This improvement is necessary in the short term given that the proposed radial train 
network won’t be functional until 2050 and Melbourne Metro completion date is beyond 
2025. 
 
Examples of short-term, economically ‘doable’ initiatives include the expansion of the 
existing metropolitan train, tram and bus network in terms of frequency, flexibility and 
efficiency and investigation of a dedicated ‘trackless’ tram network between major 
commercial/residential/retail precincts throughout metropolitan Melbourne. 
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7. Appendix: Impacts of the North East Link on the City of Whitehorse 
 
The construction of the North East Link and associated works on the Eastern Freeway will:  
 
• Negatively impact the Eastern Freeway from Bulleen Road to the Ringwood tunnels – 
there will be at least double the number of lanes. Trees and shrubs in the freeway reserve 
will make way for bitumen surfaces. 
  
• Affect all linear parks, open spaces, waterways and shared use paths abutting the 
freeway are in imminent danger. Increasing freeway width will require the destruction of 
adjacent parklands and open space on both sides of the freeway from Bulleen Road 
through Mont Albert North, Box Hill North, Blackburn North, Nunawading and Mitcham. 
  
• Cause gridlock on our major north-south Roads The main north-south roads in 
Whitehorse are ALL currently at or near ‘overcapacity’ at peak periods. Major road-
widening will be needed (but is not included in the NEL Business Case) to cope with the 
projected increase in traffic volumes on Elgar Road, Station Street, Middleborough Road, 
Surrey/Blackburn Road and Springvale Road 
 
Current Traffic Situation in Whitehorse (2017) 
By the definition of AM Peak traffic ‘over capacity’ for arterial roads (i.e. over 800-900 
vehicles per lane per hour), the map below shows Elgar, Middleborough and Surrey Roads 
are already over capacity and Springvale Rd. and Station St. are borderline over capacity. 
See also Bulleen Rd. (South) and Doncaster Rd. (South). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Source: NEL Business Case Document, Chapter 2, Page 17, Figure 2-11 (Excerpt) 
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Appendix K: Transport Assessment Project Case Report - NEL Business Case, Page 
K-41  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Predicted changes in daily truck volumes (2036) with North East Link focusing on 
Whitehorse municipality and surrounds  Red = Increase; Blue = Decrease 

 Appendix K: Transport Assessment Project Case Report - NEL Business Case, Page K-53  
 


