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BLACKBURN & DISTRICT  
 
TREE PRESERVATION SOCIETY INC. 

 
P.O. Box 5, Nunawading, 3131 
 
March 2019 
 
Strategic Planning Unit 
Whitehorse City Council 
Locked Bag 2 
Nunawading VIC 3131 
 
Dear Sir/Madam 
 
Thank you for providing an opportunity for the Whitehorse community to respond to the Box Hill Vision 
initiative.  
This submission has been developed by the Blackburn and District Tree Preservation Society Inc. (the ‘tree 
society’), a not-for-profit environmental organization with 90 members managed by a committee of five. 
The tree society concerns itself with issues involving the natural landscape primarily within the City of 
Whitehorse including planning (specifically in relation to the natural environment and landscape character), 
the built landscape, streetscape character, the management of parks and open spaces, the links/biolinks 
between parks and the creation and management of an ecologically sustainable urban environment. 
 
Tree society website: http://www.bdtps.wordpress.com  
Email address: mailto:bdtpsociety@gmail.com  
Contact person: David Berry, President – Mob: 0413 457 184. 
 
The tree society committee understands the requirement to develop the Box Hill Metropolitan Activity 
Centre (MAC) in a coordinated fashion such that Box Hill continues to be a focus of substantial 
development and investment in the City of Whitehorse into the future. 
 
However, the tree society considers that the recent upsurge in medium- and high-rise development in the 
Box Hill Metropolitan Activity Centre (BH MAC) has not been matched by improvements in the 
infrastructure required to match the development with a consequent loss of local amenity. 
Therefore, the initiative to review the Vision for Box Hill at this time may be too little too late in attempting to 
balance the financial goals of developers with the need to create a sustainable, healthy, high quality local 
environment complete with the requisite infrastructure to meet the needs of a functional, people-friendly 
high density municipal activity centre into the future.  
 
The responses to the survey Box Hill Vision – Have Your Say follows: 

Pick a place in Box Hill  

Mark with an ‘x’ on the below map where you think Box Hill is great and, most importantly, where 
you think there are opportunities for change to make Box Hill better. Choose as many places as you 
would like. Tell us why you chose these places in the comments section below.  

Responses: The locations within Box Hill that are ‘great’ are very limited. The few parks and open spaces 
contained within the precinct are good but there aren’t enough of them to cope with the population increase 
for the BH MAC into the future. Connectivity within the MAC for pedestrians, the disabled and cyclists is 
sub-standard, and the motor vehicle continues to dominate the precinct, including through traffic on 
Whitehorse Road and Station Street. What makes BH MAC a great place to visit is the people, the 
atmosphere, the ethnic mix, the markets, retail outlets, the many restaurants and cafes and the general 
’buzz’. The motor traffic issue is serious, and actions need to be taken to reduce through and incoming 
private vehicular traffic and limit on-ground car parking in the MAC (both on-street and off-street). The Box 
Hill Public Transport interchange needs to be upgraded as a matter of urgency. 
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Places and spaces for people  

This includes public spaces and community facilities, both indoors and outdoors, where people 
gather, meet, or go for support services. These could be places and spaces that serve the needs of 
the whole community or just a part of the community. It can include parks, community centres, 
public halls, and the most public space of all – the streets.  

Please tell us the public places and spaces you think are great and, most importantly, where you 
think there are opportunities for change. You might like to tell us about:  

1. – Where are the public places or spaces that are important to you?  
2. – As population grows, what new public places or spaces are needed?  
3. – Which public spaces and places best reflect the cultural diversity of Box Hill? How could 

this be celebrated or supported?  
4. – How can Box Hill be improved for older people, children and families?  
5. – Where do people relax, play or go for recreation and entertainment?  

Responses: 
Q1- Where are the public places or spaces that are important to you?  
The few existing open spaces are crucial as public gathering and recreation spaces.  
Parks include the Box Hill Gardens, Kingsley Gardens and the Market/Main Street malls. The primary issue 
is not enough of these spaces exist now for passive/active recreation let alone when the predicted massive 
population increase occurs over the next few years with the upsurge in medium- and high-rise building 
developments. 
The median strip on Whitehorse Road has potential as a viable open space but is currently shunned by 
people because it is not conducive to passive recreation (noise, motor traffic, fumes, difficulty in access). 
 
Opportunities for Change: 
- Either severely restrict vehicle access and slow vehicle speed limits to 20 km/hr thru the BH MAC 
especially on Whitehorse Rd. and Station St. or better still: 
• Convert Station Street to a pedestrian mall from Carrington Road through to the Box Hill Gardens and 
• Tunnel Whitehorse Road under the Box Hill MAC to create a long and wide linear park between 

Dorking Road and Nelson Road/Elgar Road. A suitable comparison is provided by the Spanish coastal 
city of Santander which has three vehicle tunnels in the city centre that allow smooth traffic flow without 
impinging on the parkland, open space, pedestrian promenades and residential areas at ground level. 
Santander, with a population of ~ 180,000, has a comparable population to the City of Whitehorse) --- 

- Major roads into and thru the BH MAC must have dedicated bus lanes, no on-street parking (especially on 
Station Street), wide shared use paths e.g. completion of the BHRR Trail thru the MAC and construct a 
dedicated north-south shared use path from TAFE/hospital precinct to Aqualink Box Hill (and beyond) 
- The public transport interchange needs a major upgrade that makes it more user-friendly and attractive for 
commuters and trains and buses need to run more frequently than now 
- Primary and secondary schools, childcare facilities and kindergartens need to be factored into the BH 
MAC. There is only one primary school close by and it’s at capacity now 
 
Q2 - As population grows, what new public places or spaces are needed?  
The Whitehorse Open Space Strategy (2007) clearly demonstrates that Box Hill is most lacking in public 
open space compared with other suburbs in Whitehorse.  
- Major parks are needed e.g. the Brickworks site bought and cleaned up to create a major regional park in 
conjunction with Surrey Dive, Surrey Park and Aqualink Box Hill. 
- Neighbourhood parks need to be mandated in ‘locked-up’ areas e.g. the precinct bounded by Elgar and 
Whitehorse Roads, the railway line and shopping centre.  
- Convert the Box Hill bowling club site into a people-friendly space. 
- Ban all on-ground parking, and especially off-street parking to create open spaces and links for walkers 
and cyclists. 
- Put a roof over the rail line east of Station Street. 
- Convert Carrington and Rutland Roads into pedestrian malls. 
- Build pedestrian bridges over the railway line to the east of Station Street and west of the shopping centre 
(i.e. to connect Nelson Road with Thurston Street). 
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Q3 - Which public spaces and places best reflect the cultural diversity of Box Hill? How could this 
be celebrated or supported? The markets, shops, restaurants, cafes and central malls best reflect the 
cultural diversity of Box Hill but the associated infrastructure to support them is sub-standard (see also 
response to Q2 above). 

Q4 - How can Box Hill be improved for older people, children and families?  
By planning first for people rather than buildings would be a great start to making Box Hill attractive for the 
elderly, families and youngsters. Even accounting for the large number of planned high-rise buildings, 
people-friendly infrastructure can be achieved if started now so the quality-of-life issues that face the 
residents, workers, commuters and visitors to BH MAC into the future can be addressed. 
- Active transport spaces including pavements must be wide, landscaped with trees and shrubs, contain 
street furniture, interface with cafes, retail outlets and other gathering places, be open to natural light and 
vistas with easy, stress-free connectivity with parks, open spaces, the retail/commercial/residential 
precincts, public transport interchanges, schools, the hospital, TAFE and the rest of Box Hill 
- The public transport interchange needs a major upgrade that makes it more user-friendly and attractive for 
commuters.  
- Investigate trackless tram technologies as is occurring now in Perth WA 
- Primary and secondary schools, childcare facilities, kindergartens and community facilities for elderly 
residents need to be factored into the BH MAC.  
- Close streets and convert to pedestrian spaces. 
- Make active transport the dominant form of transport within the precinct.  
 
Q5 - Where do people relax, play or go for recreation and entertainment?  
Box Hill Gardens, Aqualink Box Hill, Surrey Park and the shopping centre. 
 
 

Living in Box Hill  

Box Hill has an important role to play in providing housing close to transport, services and 
facilities. The population of Box Hill is forecast to more than double in 10 years and nearly triple 
over the next 20 years. We know that the young adult population will grow the most and most 
households will be one and two-person households. But we also know that there are families and 
older people who will want to live in Box Hill, and a high proportion of students.  

Please tell us about opportunities and challenges for providing housing choices and affordable 
housing options in Box Hill. You might like to tell us about:  

1. – (a) What is it like to live in Box Hill? (b) What could it be like in the future?  
2. –  What kind of housing might a one or two-person household want to live in or be able to 

afford?  
3. –  What parts of Box Hill could accommodate new apartment development or taller 

buildings?  
4. –  What parts should be townhouses or buildings of up to 3 or 4 storeys? Why?  

Responses: 
 
Q1(a) – What is it like to live in Box Hill?  
Box Hill residents have historically enjoyed an easy-going lifestyle in a solid, middle-class Melbourne 
suburb. Over the past decade residents have become disenchanted with the development of their suburb 
due to the loss of neighbourhood character, deteriorating access to shops and other facilities, poorer quality 
of life issues, traffic congestion bordering on gridlock and general alienation. As demonstrated by the 
continuous stream of letters and comments to the local Whitehorse Leader newspaper, many Box Hill 
residents no longer shop or visit the Box Hill shopping centre and quite a few residents have moved to 
quieter neighbourhoods and suburbs. 
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Q1(b) – What could it be like in the future?  

The fear is that, with unrestrained development without the provision of the appropriate infrastructure and 
neglect of quality of life issues, the precinct will become a high density urban slum complete with traffic 
gridlock. 
 
With a people-centred Vision and strong leadership combined with a fully funded action plan the BH MAC 
could become THE precinct to visit in the eastern suburbs because the following features have been 
prioritised: 
• More ‘people-centric’ open spaces, small and large, for people moving at walking pace 
• These open spaces are interesting & attractive to people as they contain shady trees, green vegetation, 

street furniture, outdoor cafes, public sculpture and small retail outlets 
• All views are on a human scale  
• Plenty of access to natural light for residents, workers and visitors 
• The urban landscapes are planned first and foremost for pedestrians and cyclists – not for the buildings 

or the motor car!  
• The public transport system is effective, reliable, state-of-the-art, comfortable, safe and equitable. In 

some world cities public transport is now free (e.g. Tallinn in Estonia and Hasselt in Belgium). The small 
country of Luxembourg is planning to introduce free public transport from 2020 

• Close off streets to motorised traffic and create pedestrian malls in their stead.  
• Build safe, well-connected pedestrian & bicycle paths 

 
Q2 – What kind of housing might a one or two-person household want to live in or be able to 
afford?  
A light-filled two-bedroom unit or townhouse in a medium-density building with easy access to private and 
public open space. The residents will have comfortable access to all BH MAC facilities including public 
transport infrastructure via a stress-free, well-connected active transport network. The residents will be 
located within walking distance of a major district park of at least 5 hectares in addition to other community 
facilities (library, schools, shops, cafes, neighbourhood houses, childcare facilities etc.). 
 

Q3 – What parts of Box Hill could accommodate new apartment development or taller buildings?  

Box Hill cannot cope with more high-density residential development than is currently in the planning 
process unless and until closer attention is paid in providing the appropriate infrastructure necessary to 
achieve a high-quality experience for residents, workers and visitors.  
 
Q4 – What parts should be townhouses or buildings of up to 3 or 4 storeys? Why?  
No new development in the BH MAC should be more than 6-8 storeys unless the site is already surrounded 
by high-rise buildings and the appropriate attention has been paid to providing the required infrastructure 
including local plazas, open spaces and green-landscaped areas. Optimally provide for medium-density 
buildings on the boundaries of parks, plazas and roads otherwise the ‘canyon-effect’ will be the negative 
consequence. 
 
 

Working and learning in Box Hill  

Over the next two decades the number of jobs within Box Hill is expected to double. The centre will 
grow its existing regional role as a focus for jobs and services and continue to provide a diverse 
range of opportunities for the whole community. Please tell us what you think is great in relation to 
working and learning in Box Hill and, most importantly, where you think there are opportunities for 
change. You might like to tell us about:  

1. –  What challenges or opportunities come from working in this area?  
2. –  What opportunities or challenges do existing and new office developments bring to Box 

Hill? Where should new offices be built?  
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3. –  What challenges and opportunities are created by the Box Hill Hospital precinct, the Box 
Hill Institute and other education facilities?  

4. –  What other employment opportunities exist in Box Hill? How can Box Hill be improved to 
attract jobs?  

Responses: 
Q1 – What challenges or opportunities come from working in this area?  
(a) The primary challenge is to accommodate a much larger population of the BH MAC in the next 5-20 
years. 
(b) The main opportunity is to make Box Hill a safe, thriving, cosmopolitan centre complete with the 
provision of a generous level of community, social, recreational pursuits; great connectivity and plenty of 
green-scaped open spaces to enjoy. 
 
Q2 – What opportunities or challenges do existing and new office developments bring to Box Hill? 
Where should new offices be built?  
(a) See above re challenges and opportunities – Box Hill already has crowded footpaths at peak times and 
crossing major roads especially Whitehorse Road can be dangerous. Box Hill is currently the top accident 
‘black spot’ for pedestrians in Whitehorse. 
(b) New offices must be confined to the area within the current Structure Plan  
Offices must be located within multi-purpose medium- and high-rise buildings that include a residential and 
retail component. Office workers must access their workplaces primarily via the re-vamped public transport 
system.  
Office buildings should have setbacks that allow for 7-8 metre-wide pavements and colonnades should be 
encouraged. Other features would include ground floor cafes, restaurants and small retail outlets; plenty of 
passive recreation areas and excellent connectivity between buildings and open spaces. 
 
Q3 – What challenges and opportunities are created by the Box Hill Hospital precinct, the Box Hill 
Institute and other education facilities?  
The expansionist ambitions of the hospitals and TAFE institute present serious challenges to the future of 
the BH MAC. Council must show great resolve along with innovative planning solutions to counter these 
tendencies. For example, these institutions must be encouraged to build up rather than spread laterally. 
They must provide underground car parking for staff, students and visitors rather than ‘commandeer’ 
ground level on- or off-street parking areas to the detriment of the local landscape character and 
connectivity for active transport users.  
A free, high frequency public transport shuttle service must be provided to these facilities from the major 
public transport hubs in Box Hill. 

Q4 – What other employment opportunities exist in Box Hill? How can Box Hill be improved to 
attract jobs?  

If the required infrastructure is provided such that the precinct becomes a great place to live, work and visit 
then businesses will be attracted to Box Hill. Improve the public transport and active transport networks, 
ban access by private motor vehicles and people will be attracted to the precinct in great numbers. 
 
 

Visiting Box Hill  

Let’s think about the people who visit Box Hill and what attracts people to stay. This might be about 
visiting Box Hill for shopping, recreation, entertainment, for business or to visit friends.  

Please tell us what you think is great and, most importantly, where you think there are opportunities 
for change in terms of visiting Box Hill. You might like to tell us about:  

1. What brings visitors and tourists to Box Hill? What is needed to improve their experience?  
2. What could be done to improve shopping and the retail experience in Box Hill?  
3. What opportunities exist for promoting or enhancing Box Hill as a fresh food destination?  
4. What opportunities exist for creating new laneways or street activity?  
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5. What could be done to improve restaurants and cafés in Box Hill?  
6. Where do visitors and tourists stay? What opportunities are needed for accommodation, 

hotel, or conference facilities?  

Responses: 

Q1 – What brings visitors and tourists to Box Hill? What is needed to improve their experience?  

(a) The shopping, fresh food markets, restaurants and cafes and workplaces bring people to Box Hill. 
Commuters travel to Box Hill to use the train, bus and tram services. The library, TAFE Institute and 
hospitals also contribute to Box Hill Visitation. 

(b) Better infrastructure is needed to improve the experience (refer ‘Places and People’ section).  Adding a 
cinema complex, live music venues, theatre and conference facilities would improve the experience for 
visitors. 
 

Q2 - What could be done to improve shopping and the retail experience in Box Hill?  

• Outdoor open spaces must be interesting & attractive for people to visit and ‘linger’ in the precinct for 
longer periods (and perhaps spend more money in the shops and cafes); meet friends; shop; eat and 
interact socially. Open spaces would be human-scaled and include shady trees, street furniture, 
outdoor cafes, public sculpture and small retail outlets at ground level 

• Allow for spaces and pavements that provide plenty of natural light and interesting perspectives. These 
public spaces must not be dominated by narrow canyons of high-rise buildings that overwhelming and 
discourage lingering 

• Plan urban landscapes for pedestrians and cyclists and the rest, i.e. the built form, will follow 
automatically 

• Improve public transport access and provide a safe, well- connected active transport network through 
the precinct 

• Prohibit private motor car entry to the precinct with all car parking underground 
• Plan more ‘people-centric’ open spaces for people moving at walking pace (both inside shopping areas 

and outside) 
 

Q3 – What opportunities exist for promoting or enhancing Box Hill as a fresh food destination?  

Introduce more ‘hawker-style’ eating outlets, introduce a regular farmers’ market; organise regular events 
that highlight the diversity of Melbourne’s ethnic culture and cuisine; enlarge the existing fresh food 
markets; make the precinct a great place to meet with family and friends for a meal, coffee, chat or 
shopping. 
 

Q4 - What opportunities exist for creating new laneways or street activity?  

The city’s existing network of historic bluestone laneways need to be modified to form an important 
component of a well-connected active transport network through the precinct. 
Small and larger squares and plazas need to be inserted throughout the precinct to allow residents, visitors 
and workers easy access to a local open space complete with excellent active transport connectivity 
between these spaces.   
Examples include: 

– Convert Station Street (from Carrington Road to the Box Hill Gardens) into a pedestrian mall 
– Construct a roof over the rail line east of Station Street and create a new plaza for the BH MAC  
– Convert the Box Hill bowling club site into a people-friendly plaza;  
– Ban all on-ground parking especially off-street parking and use the space created to create plazas 

and small parks  
– Install a skate park in the centre of the precinct (e.g. on the roof over the railway line) 
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– Construct pedestrian/cyclist bridges over the railway line to the immediate east and west of the 
shopping precinct  

– Convert Carrington and Rutland Roads into pedestrian malls;  
– Scatter small neighbourhood parks, plazas and squares throughout the Structure Plan area 
– Construct a major pedestrian underpass for Whitehorse Road linking north and south sections of 

BH MAC and allowing easier access to the Whitehorse Road median strip (or better still build a 
traffic tunnel under the precinct to carry through traffic on Whitehorse Road and create a long, wide 
linear park on land that now carries motor vehicles) 

Q5 – What could be done to improve restaurants and cafés in Box Hill?  

Provide more culinary opportunities to reflect Melbourne’s multicultural diversity; extend opening hours for 
venues – particularly shopping malls (and the cafes and restaurants located in the malls); introduce pubs 
and live venues with associated relaxing of local liquor laws; provide more outdoor venues to increase the 
opportunity for al fresco dining and informal socialising; provide imaginative interfacing between buildings 
and the streetscape to facilitate social gathering and lingering - e.g. wide pavements, street furniture, public 
sculpture, trees and shrubs, colonnades. 
 

Q6 – Where do visitors and tourists stay? What opportunities are needed for accommodation, hotel, 
or conference facilities?  

Visitors and tourists bring money to the precinct, so they need to be well-catered for and encouraged to 
stay longer.  
There is a need for more hotel accommodation, but tourists will be attracted to Box Hill only when it has 
received a major makeover. 
Visitors and tourists won’t be attracted by high-rise buildings alone without the appropriate infrastructure to 
support the built form of the precinct. 
Conference facilities need to be provided by private concerns (e.g. hotels), local government (e.g. in the 
Box Hill Hub), the Box Hill Institute and the hospitals. 
Historically most visitors and tourists would stay with family and/or friends or in the few small motels in the 
Box Hill area.  
 
 

Getting around Box Hill  

Box Hill is a major public transport hub, with rail, tram and buses providing links across the eastern 
suburbs. In the future, it is planned to be part of the Suburban Rail Loop connecting to other major 
suburban centres. Population growth can also bring congestion problems if car parking and road 
networks are not carefully planned and managed. Please tell us what you think is great and, most 
importantly, where you think there are opportunities for change in terms of getting around Box Hill. 
You might like to tell us about:  

1. –  Is it easy and safe to walk around Box Hill? Are there any locations that need to be improved?  
2. –  Is it easy to ride a bicycle around Box Hill? How could bicycle facilities or connections be 

improved?  
3. –  Is there anything that makes it difficult or inconvenient to use public transport? What could 

be done to improve public transport in Box Hill?  
4. –  Where are the problem spots for traffic congestion? Are there any particular car movements 

that delay other road users? What improvements could be made?  
5. –  Do you park your car in Box Hill? Are there car parking areas that could be improved or easier 

to use? What time of day is it easier or more difficult to park?  

Response to all questions: 
Box Hill is not an easy or safe place in which to walk or cycle to, through and around because there is no 
stress-free, highly connected active transport network of shared user paths. Active transport access to the 
BH MAC is poor and it is impossible for cyclists to ride within the shopping precinct.  
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Box Hill is the worst pedestrian accident black spot in Whitehorse with the Whitehorse Road-Station Street 
intersection and Station Street featuring prominently in pedestrian accidents.  
Whitehorse Road and Station Street have a large number of cycling accidents in comparison with other 
locations in Whitehorse. 
The Main and Market Street malls are considered unsafe by many users as is the Station Street pedestrian 
underpass from Main Street to Bank Street. 
 
Strategies to improve the experience of ‘getting around’ in Box Hill: 
- Initiate traffic calming strategies e.g. lower vehicle speed limits, reduce traffic lanes, redirect private motor 
vehicles, prioritise foot and cycle traffic  
- Major roads into and through the Box Hill MAC must have dedicated bus lanes, bans on private motor 
vehicles unless in defined circumstances (e.g. the disabled, MAC resident etc.), no street parking 
(especially on Station Street), wide shared use paths and pedestrian/cyclist priority over the car 
- Prioritise active transport and public transport users at major intersections at the expense of through 
vehicle traffic - especially Whitehorse Rd./Station St. and Whitehorse/Elgar Roads. E.g. increase 
pedestrian crossing times at lights, use pedestrian ‘scrambles’ and/or diagonal crossing at these major 
intersections 
- The public transport interchange needs a major upgrade that makes it more user-friendly and attractive for 
commuters.  
- Don’t lease or sell the space above the railway station to private developers if it means that the needs of 
the people are not considered or completely disregarded 
- Trains and buses need to run more frequently than now 
- Investigate trackless tram technologies as is occurring now in Perth WA 
- All car parking in the Box Hill MAC must be underground or within existing buildings – not on the street or 
in car parks at ground level as this wastes precious open space 
- Provide underground car parks on the periphery of the precinct (with a plaza or open space at ground 
level) and encourage visitors to walk or use a free shuttle bus to gain access to the MAC 
- Close streets and convert to pedestrian spaces, decrease the lanes of major through roads etc.  
- Currently, access to and movement within the BH MAC is poor for pedestrians, cyclists and people with 
disabilities due to motor traffic dominance in the precinct. 
 
 

Buildings and design  

Let’s think about what Box Hill looks and feels like – its ‘character’, its ‘image and identity’ and 
what makes it a distinctive and special place for the whole community. This relates to the buildings 
and architecture, the streetscapes and landscape, public art, the public realm and urban design.  

Please tell us what is great, not so great, or could be improved in relation to the character and 
image of Box Hill. You might like to tell us about:  

1. –  What do you love about Box Hill? What makes Box Hill ‘special’ or ‘unique’? What could 
be done to promote or celebrate this?  

2. –  What are Box Hill’s ‘landmarks’? What could be done to promote or celebrate them?  
3. –  What parts of Box Hill need to be protected, and why?  
4. –  What is needed to improve or enhance the character or image of Box Hill?  

Response to all questions: 
 
Box Hill was originally a forested area inhabited by the Wurundjeri people and had many watercourses 
running through it and was rich in bush tucker. 
European squatters moved in to the area in the 1830s and 1840s raising cattle and sheep on ’unimproved’ 
native grasslands and open forest areas.  
Box Hill was gradually cleared of trees by wood cutters and charcoal burners. 
Box Hill became a major stopping points to the east of Camberwell and Melbourne from the 1840s 
onwards.  
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The Whitehorse Hotel was built on Whitehorse Road in 1853.  
In the early 1860s Box Hill consisted of a number of dwellings, shops, the pub and other businesses.  
The post office was built in 1861 and Whitehorse Road, linking Melbourne with Lilydale was declared a 
main road in 1866. 
In 1871, Box Hill township's population was 154 and the district relied on orchards, vineyards and mixed 
farming. 
The railway line was extended from Camberwell to Lilydale in 1882 and the new Box Hill station was 
opened at this time.  
In 1889 the first electric tram service in the southern hemisphere was opened along Station Street/Tram 
Road linking Box Hill with Doncaster. 
Between 1885 and 1890 the ‘Heidelberg School’ of painters set up the Box Hill artists’ camp on David 
Houston’s farm in Box Hill South. 
 
These links to the past need to be preserved and incorporated as part of the ‘soul’ of Box Hill in the BH 
MAC.  
Historical sites (including Koorie sites), existing historical buildings and facades, special locations, the 
‘Whitehorse’ statue are all ‘landmarks’ of the city. 
Members of the Box Hill Historical Society must be consulted on the important historical sites within BH. 
Plaques detailing historical sites should be placed on current buildings; existing historical buildings should 
be preserved and have the appropriate interpretative signage installed to impart the history of the city to 
residents, workers and visitors. 
A ‘Heidelberg School’ of painters walk/cycle trail should be built between the important sites the painters 
visited (and in Fred McCubbin’s case lived) within Whitehorse.  
The trail would start and finish at the BH railway station – the painters travelled to and from BH on the 
newly-constructed railway line to BH. 
The city’s bluestone laneways are another important historical feature and should be converted into a 
network of shared use paths through the city. 
Install a trackless tram route from Box Hill to Doncaster (to emulate the first electric tramway in the 
southern hemisphere) and build a shared use pedestrian/cycle path as an accompanying feature. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
David Berry  
President 
Blackburn & District Tree Preservation Society Inc. 


