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BLACKBURN & DISTRICT  
 
TREE PRESERVATION SOCIETY INC. 

 
P.O. Box 5, Nunawading, 3131 
 
16 November 2018  
 
Ms. Leonie Gibson 
Senior Project Officer 
Leisure and Recreation Services Department 
Whitehorse City Council 
 
Dear Ms. Gibson 
 
Re: Draft Concept Plan: Eastern Car Park Upgrade, Morton Park 
 
The Blackburn and District Tree Preservation Society Inc. committee offers the following 
comments on the proposed upgrade of the Morton Park car park (south east section). 
The proposed upgrade consists of: 

• Asphalt surfacing of the existing gravel area 
• Formalising car parking arrangements 
• Proposed widening of the internal car park access aisle to allow two way flow 

adjacent to the existing south west car parking area; 
• Proposed new exit at the eastern end of the car park to Central Road; 
• Proposed “No Standing” under and adjacent to the existing Pine trees; and 
• Proposed spectator seating. 
• Tree Removals 

 
Firstly – some history: 
• In 1999 a Tree Society submission to Council on the Morton Park Draft Master Plan 

stated: 
‘… The Tree Society applauds the planned utilization of indigenous species within the car 
parks, along the eastern boundary and along the entrance path near the library. The plan to 
protect the existing indigenous trees within the park is welcomed...’ 
• In Council’s Blackburn Lake Surrounds Study (2002), Morton Park is mentioned on a 

number of occasions in relation to its natural treed character, landscape values, 
compatibility with the surrounding Significant Landscape Overlay residential areas 
(namely Precincts 5 and 6) and its important function as part of a natural biolink to 
Blackburn Lake and beyond. 

 
The Tree Society committee strongly contends that these natural qualities within Morton Park 
cannot be compromised because they are valued so highly by the local community  
 
Therefore, in relation to the Morton Park car park upgrade draft Concept Plan, the Tree 
Society makes the following points: 
 
• The removal of any trees from the park is contraindicated, particularly as no information 

on their arboricultural assessment, species etc. has been provided. The society would 
prefer to view (and be able to comment on) a detailed landscape plan for the proposed 
development including a planting plan 

• If needs must, each tree removed must be offset by the planting of at least three suitable 
indigenous trees within the park and in close proximity to the original tree location 

• The asphalt (or similar non-porous) sealing of existing gravel surfaces in and around 
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established trees cannot be supported. From the Draft Concept Plan it appears that the 
asphalting will seriously compromise the Tree Protection Zones (TPZs) for 7-10 of the 
retained trees (i.e. TPZ impingement of greater than 10%). This incursion will negatively 
impact the trees’ health, vigor and longevity  

• Council must explore porous surfacing alternatives to asphalting and re-surface with 
these innovative paving solutions following ‘de-compaction’ of the existing gravel 
surfaces and car park areas  

• The use of porous surfacing of the internal road and car park areas will avoid the need to 
design, construct (and pay for!) a massive drainage system to take the water away from 
the site during and after rainfall events. This water is needed where it falls, to be taken up 
by the roots of the trees so they can survive and thrive. Otherwise they will senesce and 
die whilst the water runoff will be drained away via a complex, expensive man-made 
drainage system. This runoff will ultimately cause more serious flooding at the western 
end of South Parade (as happened on Cup Day this year) 

• With a new vehicle crossing (exit only) as proposed, there is no reason to have a wider, 
2-way traffic flow road between the existing entrance and new exit point to Central Road. 
A narrower one-way road would save one tree and associated vegetation, limit the TPZ 
incursion for a number of trees and allow for more soft landscaping of indigenous shrubs 
and grasses 

• Removal of the two trees in the eastern section (behind the proposed spectator seating) 
cannot be supported. It appears that these trees are ‘in the way’ of a couple of proposed 
car park spaces. However the society advocates that these healthy trees provide far 
more amenity benefits (including spectator shade and shelter) than the few car parking 
spaces proposed. Perhaps the provision of a number of bicycle hoops to encourage bike-
riding to sporting events would be a better result than hard-surfacing and tree removal? 

 
Thank you. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
David Berry 
President 
Blackburn & District Tree Preservation Society Inc. 


