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Strong community support for the Fund continues and we have now clicked over to the 11th year 

of operation. The fund relies on generous donations to support worthy community projects.  

The end of the financial year is near, and you are invited to make a Tax Deductable Donation, via 

the Funds website www.blackburnenviro.wordpress.com or by mail via our PO Box 210. 

We thank our donors both regular and new, for their support. 

 

It has been some time since our last newsletter during that time the fund has continued its good 

work supporting a range of revegetation and education projects in Whitehorse.   

Some of these projects include:  

1. The Whitehorse Indigenous Plants Project – funds for shelving to upgrade displays at the nursery 

and to provide plants to residents along the rail corridor impacted by vegetation loss due to the 

Blackburn and Heatherdale level crossing removals.  

 2. Education programs - Yarran Dheran and Blackburn Lake Sanctuary Advisory Committees 

Education Programs awarded funds from the Fund Education program to purchase specialised 

Digital Microscopes.  

3. The Blackburn and District Tree Preservation Society was awarded grant money to support a 

successful submission to VCAT to protect vegetation at 25 Holland Rd. The developer subsequently 

removed the trees and the fund has supported residents in a program to replant on private property 

around the site. 

4. Revegetation programs – Grants have been provided to Kingswood College, Mt Pleasant and 

Orchard Grove Primary school for revegetation projects and in a joint community, Council, 

Melbourne Water replanting project at the Masons Road retarding basin reserve after trees were 

removed to facilitate upgrade works. 

5. Indigenous Gardens - The Fund sponsored 2 prizes for the 2017 City of Whitehorse Sustainability 

Awards, one for a private garden and one for a school. 

Annual Reports can be found on the Funds website www.blackburnenviro.wordpress.com  
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BUNGALOOK NURSERY 

The Whitehorse Indigenous Plants Project – 

whose nursery is known as Bungalook has for 

many years propagated and sold indigenous 

plants to Whitehorse residents and community 

groups including bushland parks wanting to 

include local provenance plants in their gardens. 

Bungalook is supported by volunteers and has 

become very successful in providing larger orders 

for indigenous plants. The Fund has provided 

grants to Bungalook for assistance with 

infrastructure upgrades including for the 

irrigation system and display tables. The Fund also provided a grant to support Bungalook provide plants to 

residents along the rail corridor who lost trees during the Blackburn level crossing removal works. The Level 

Crossing Removal Authority promoted this offer to residents through a letterbox drop of affected residents. 

Bungalook nursery, through its plant propagation activities enables indigenous planting in parks and on private 

land that improves the bushland heritage in Whitehorse. 

 

 

REVEGETATION GRANTS ACHIEVING RESULTS. 
3 Whitehorse schools have received revegetation grants from the fund including Kingswood College, Mt 

Pleasant and Orchard Grove Primary school. 

These projects provide multiple benefits in that students learn through hands on experience how to prepare, 

plant and nurture indigenous plants. The obvious environmental importance is also embraced by young 

students and over the years they can watch their hard work develop into important indigenous habitat.   

Masons Road Blackburn retarding basin 

upgrade works at the ‘Melbourne Water’ site 

caused community concern through the 

inevitable loss of trees and other vegetation. To 

the credit of Whitehorse Council, 300 indigenous 

and semi-aquatic and riparian plants were added 

to the 550 planted by Melbourne Water. The 300 

Council plants also added to those obtained by 

the Blackburn and District Tree Society from 

Bungalook Nursery through a grant from the 

Fund. The plants were planted out at a 

community working bee on August 12th 2017, 

coordinated by Blackburn Tree Preservation Society.  A follow up community planting day was carried out in 

May 2018 with additional plants.  

  

INDIGENOUS REVEGETATION AREA – MASONS ROAD RETARDING BASIN. 

DISPLAY TABLES - BUNGALOOK NURSERY 
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Holland Road Blackburn – The adjoining 

Evangelical Chinese Church and residents have 

commenced a replanting program on their 

properties that will replace trees lost from 25 

Holland Road when removed indiscriminately 

(moonscaped) after the owner lost an appeal at 

VCAT to build a Child Care Centre. Trees and 

shrubs on the properties make an important 

contribution to the vegetation corridor that links 

the Blackburn Creeklands to Orchard Grove 

Reserve and Eley Park through this residential 

area. So far 60 small trees and shrubs have been 

planted in 5 properties with a further 50 to be 

planted in the church grounds. The Fund has 

provided a small grant to provide indigenous 

plants from Bungalook Nursery.  

 

ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION 
The Fund continues to support Environment Education programs with donations for the purchase of optical 

microscopes at Yarran Dheran and at the Blackburn Lake Sanctuary over the past 2 years. 

In 2016 a grant was approved for Blackburn 

Lake Sanctuary Advisory Committee for the 

purchase of a specialised Digital Microscope. In 

2017 a similar grant was provided to Yarran 

Dheran Advisory Committee also for a digital 

microscope. The magnified images are 

displayed on a large digital screen which can 

be viewed by a whole class of students at once 

making it ideal for educational purposes.  

The ParksWide Education program, funded by 
Whitehorse Council, is conducted at the 
Blackburn Lake Sanctuary Visitors Centre and 
the Yarran Dheran Nature Reserve Visitor 
Centre for pre-school, primary and secondary 
students. Education Officer, Lisa Moloney, 
offers education programs at both locations. Around 4000 students per year attend the education program 
with their visits being shared between both sites. Most of the students are primary school age with the rest 
being made up of preschool and secondary aged children.  

Currently the Blackburn Lake Sanctuary Visitor Centre internal display area is undergoing an upgrade and will 
be officially opened for use on 24th June 2018. The new displays will be a great addition to the education 
program and the enjoyment of the sanctuary. 

Environmental education is an objective of the Fund and grants of over $30,000 have been provided for that 

purpose since the Funds establishment in 2007.   

HUNTSMAN SPIDER - MICROSCOPE VIEW 

HOLLAND ROAD REPLANTING 
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SUSTAINABILITY AWARDS 
The Fund partnered with the 2016 City of Whitehorse Sustainability Award program and sponsored 2 

indigenous garden awards. The aim of this support is to encourage indigenous planning in the yards of 

residents and community organisations to mitigate the loss of native tree canopy across the municipality 

because of development pressures. 

The annual Whitehorse Sustainability Awards recognise and celebrate individuals, schools, businesses and 

community groups within the Whitehorse community for their efforts in leading and promoting sustainable 

lifestyles. 

The winners of the Whitehorse Sustainability Awards showed how environmentally, socially and economically 

sustainable they are in their everyday lives. 

Indigenous Gardens Award Winners 

Community 

Bushcare Group, Mount Pleasant Road Primary School, Nunawading who created a well-planned, entirely 

student-built indigenous garden that in addition to increasing biodiversity in the area, protecting remnant 

vegetation and rehabilitating the natural values of Nunawading, also educates the students about the impact 

of European settlement on our native flora and fauna. 

Residential 

Helen and Lynton Reid have created an indigenous garden with a focus on attracting native birds to their 

backyard. They have planted a variety of native Australian flora and rely on natural pest management 

methods, composting, recycling plant matter for mulch, solar hot water and rain water tanks for sustainability. 

 

GARDENS FOR WILDLIFE 
Whitehorse Council setup a Gardens for Wildlife pilot project following on from the success in Knox of a 

similar project. The Fund committee was in early discussions with Millie Wells from City of Whitehorse to 

provide expertise and grants if necessary to help Council establish the Gardens for Wildlife pilot.  

Gardens for Wildlife is driven by a partnerships between Bungalook Nursery, Greenlink Nursery, the 

Whitehorse Parkland Advisory Committees, the Blackburn and District Tree Preservation Society and 

Whitehorse City Council. It is delivered in combination by volunteers and council officers.  

The first 50 residents that registered received a garden assessment, a written report, 20 free plants from one 

of our indigenous nurseries, a newsletter subscription and ongoing garden and local wildlife information – all 

free!  

The Fund is not anticipating grant requests from the project as it is a Council funded initiative however is very 

supportive of the objectives in that more awareness of indigenous gardens and habitat vegetation will result. 

More details can be found on the Council Website: http://www.whitehorse.vic.gov.au/gardensforwildlife.html 
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