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  and district      
  Tree Preservation                          
Society Inc.   
 
 
NEWSLETTER No 247                                                         November2017 
 
Tree Society Annual General Meeting 
The society’s AGM will be held on Wednesday 8 November 2017 from 2-4p.m. at Bungalook 
Nursery, 100 Fulton Road Blackburn South (Melway 61 J-4). 
The annual financial and activities reports will be presented for ratification, 2017-2018 office 
bearers elected and an Ordinary Meeting will be held following the AGM. 
Refreshments will be provided. 
All Members and interested parties are welcome to attend and contribute to the meetings. 
NB: The Annual Activities Report has been made available to Members as an insert or attachment 
to this newsletter. 
 
 
Les Smith OAM  
Les is now ‘Les Smith OAM’, as he was honored with an Order of Australia medal for his 
community service on behalf of the environment in the Queen’s Birthday Honours in June 2017. 
Les was officially presented with his award by the Governor of Victoria, The Honourable Linda 
Dessau at a ceremony at Government House in October. 
The tree society made a detailed submission in support of Les Smith’s nomination for the award.  
An excerpt from the tree society history, Fighting for the Trees, about Les follows:  
Eminent Whitehorse environmentalist, Les Smith, has been involved in the conservation movement 
for over 60 years, initially in England in the late 1940’s and continuing when he moved to 
Australia from the 1950’s until the present day. Les joined the tree society in the early 1960s and 
has served with distinction on the executive committee in many roles in the intervening years, 
including committee member, president, vice-president, secretary, treasurer, membership 
secretary and newsletter editor. Les was involved in the campaign to save the Little Desert from 
being subdivided for farming in the late1960s. This campaign was instrumental in launching a 
wave of environmental campaigns throughout Victoria and also led to the formation of what is 
now Environment Victoria, an organization to which Les has contributed greatly since its 
inception.  
Les was Nunawading Citizen of the Year in 1975.  
Les was an active member of the following community conservation organisations for many years 
as a committee or executive member: 
• Bungalook Nursery (Whitehorse Indigenous Plant Project)  
• Antonio Park, Yarran Dheran and Wandinong Bushland Park Advisory Committees, 

Urimbirra Co-operative Society 
• Friends of the Little Desert  
• The Mullum-Mullum Festival.  
To Les, the ‘Godfather’ of the environmental movement in Whitehorse, please accept heartfelt 
congratulations from the tree society committee and membership. 
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Tree Society Wins Inaugural Victorian Urban Landcare Award 
 
At the 2017 Victorian Landcare Awards in a lavish ceremony at Government House on 1st 
September, the Tree Society was presented with the inaugural Victorian Urban Landcare Award. 
Secretary Ann Clayton & Chairman David Berry officially received the Award on behalf of the 
Tree Society from the Victorian Governor, Her Excellency, The Honourable Linda Dessau AC and 
the Honourable Lily D’Ambrosio MP, Minister for Energy, Environment and Climate Change, 
Victorian State Government.  
 
Ann (and husband John), David (and wife Sally) along with fellow committee members Les Smith 
OAM (and wife Helen), Mary Crouch and Anne Payne enjoyed refreshments and a tour of the 
grand building after the awards ceremony. 
 
We are all very thrilled to receive the award that marks almost 60 years of environmental 
advocacy by the tree society in Whitehorse.  
 

   
 
 
Fighting for the Trees: The Story of the Blackburn & District Tree Preservation Society Inc. 
(1959-2016)  
The story of the Blackburn & District Tree Preservation Society is available at $25 per copy for 
tree society members and $30 for non-members. An extra charge of $10 for postage is required. 
Please contact David Berry on 0413 457 184 or email bdtpsociety@gmail.com to secure your 
copy.  
Hurry – we’ve sold most of the books in the initial print run so order your copy NOW before 

stocks run out! 
 
 
Public Hearing for Amendment C175: Box Hill Municipal Activity Centre (MAC) 
A Planning Panels Victoria (PPV) public hearing was held on Whitehorse Planning Scheme 
Amendment C175: Box Hill Municipal Activity Centre from Monday 24 July to Friday 4 August 
2017.  The Tree Society made a submission and presentation to the PPV public hearing on Friday 
28 July. 
The tree society’s presentation concentrated on the lack of consideration in the Amendment and 
the associated Design Development Overlay for the creation of a sustainable, healthy, high quality 
local environment in Box Hill, complete with the requisite infrastructure to meet the needs of a 
functional, people-friendly high density municipal activity centre into the future.  
 
The tree society identified many factors that were missing from Amendment C175 and associated 
built form guidelines including: 
• The lack of quality, functional open space to account for the large increase in residential 

population, increased workforce and dramatic expansion of the hotel accommodation within 
the fully developed Box Hill MAC. 
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• Landscape issues include the loss of tree canopy with high density commercial and 
residential development 

• The need to establish human-scaled, creatively landscaped and well-vegetated open spaces, 
plazas and streetscapes that are attractive to people and allow for community interaction 

• Mandating strict controls on building heights, mass, setbacks and streetscape interfaces. 
However it is evident that Council has already approved many high-rise building planning 
applications with more in the planning pipeline. The fear is that a large, alien urban slum will 
be the inevitable result for central Box Hill 

• Motor vehicle traffic congestion, sub-standard public transport facilities, barriers to 
pedestrian and cyclist traffic and a lack of safe, low stress, prioritised path networks within and 
through Box Hill. 

 
The Panel report was released to the public in mid-October and it pulls no punches in roundly 
condemning Whitehorse council’s Amendment and Design Development Overlay for the Box Hill 
MAC (specifically) and council’s strategic planning processes generally.  It will be interesting to 
see how council responds to this report – it will come up for discussion and action at a council 
meeting later in 2017 or early next year.  
 
 
Planting Activity at Masons Road Reserve Blackburn – Saturday 12 August 
Upwards of forty people including tree society members, local residents and Melbourne Water 
(MW) staff planted 300 indigenous plants in three small wetland areas in the Masons Road 
Reserve, Blackburn on Saturday 12 August 2017.  The morning was cold but clear, the volunteers 
cheerful and willing to get their feet wet and in no time the plants were planted out with much 
enthusiasm by the locals.  Melbourne Water staff put on a ‘slap-up’ morning-tea after the planting 
activity that was enjoyed by all. 
 
Another 750 indigenous plants have been planted throughout the reserve by Melbourne Water, 250 
of which were donated by Whitehorse Council.  The 1,000 or so new plants will make Masons 
Road Reserve an even better urban park suited to passive recreation, a quiet walk or a place for the 
peaceful contemplation of nature. 
 
The Blackburn & District Environment Protection Fund provided an environmental grant of $500 
to purchase the 300 wetland plants from the local community Bungalook indigenous plant nursery.  
We plan to organize further community planting activities in the reserve in 2018 and beyond. 
 

 
 
 
25 Holland Road Blackburn South – Planting in Residential Gardens 
As stated in the August newsletter the development proposal for a childcare facility at 25 Holland 
Road Blackburn South was knocked back by VCAT in early March. Within three weeks the 
owner/developer of the property organised the cutting down of all 25 trees on the site to spite the 
local community that had vigorously opposed the development.  The locals resolved, along with 
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the tree society and Council, to initiate a project to plant trees and shrubs on their properties 
abutting the now bare site at 25 Holland Road to replace this lost canopy. 
The Blackburn and District Environment Protection Fund has pledged $500 to purchase 
indigenous plants from Bungalook community nursery and Council has pledged $500 worth of 
semi-advanced trees for planting in the neighbourhood. 
Project Update: Since August 2017, David Berry and Mary Crouch have met with six local 
residents to conduct garden assessments and produced reports for plantings in each of the 
residences.  The planting of upwards of 70 trees and shrubs will occur in Spring 2017 and Autumn 
2018. 
The tree society committee is currently liaising with the Whitehorse Leader to publish an article in 
the Whitehorse Leader on this project. 
 
 
Nunawading Parklands Landscape and Planting Report 
Nunawading Parklands (Melway 48 F/6) is an 11-hectare open space in Nunawading. 
Last year the Level Crossing Removal Authority (LXRA) pledged an offset planting project to 
plant 24,000 indigenous plants in the Junction Road/Nunawading Parklands. This is by way of 
compensation for the destruction of hundreds of mature trees and shrubs, many of them indigenous 
species, resulting from the railway level crossing removal works at Blackburn and Heatherdale 
Roads. 
 
The latest news is that the LXRA has finalised a contract with a commercial indigenous plant 
nursery to propagate and grow 18,000 indigenous trees, shrubs, grasses and forbs to be planted out 
in the park in 2018. 
 
A further 6,000 plants suitable for planting along the creek-banks will be ordered at a later date. 
 
The Blackburn & District Environment Protection Fund 
The tree society urges all members to dig deep and make regular donations to the Blackburn & 
District Environment Protection Fund.  The Fund supports on-ground conservation activities and 
children’s environmental education programs in Whitehorse. 
 
Projects financially supported by the Fund in the 2016-2017 financial year included: 
1.     The Whitehorse Indigenous Plants Project was awarded $500 to fund provision of free plants 
to residents along the rail corridor impacted by vegetation loss due to the Blackburn and 
Heatherdale level crossing removals. 
 2.   Yarran Dheran Advisory Committee Education Program was awarded funds (in excess of 
$5,000) from the Fund Education program to purchase a specialised Digital Microscope 
3.    The Blackburn and District Tree Preservation Society was awarded a small grant of $150 to 
support a submission to VCAT, which had the aim of protecting the vegetation at 25 Holland 
Road. 
So far in the 2017-2018 financial year three x $500 environmental grants have been made 
available for planting indigenous plants at Orchard Grove Primary School (Blackburn South), 
Masons Road Reserve (Blackburn) and in residential gardens surrounding 25 Holland Road in 
Blackburn South.  
Donations can be made by:  
o Completing	and	sending	a	cheque	to	the	fund	at	the	following	address:	

BDEPF, PO Box 210, Blackburn, VIC 3130 
o Making an on-line donation at http://www.givenow.com.au/cause1518 
The fund’s web-site address is http://blackburnenviro.wordpress.com/ 
The Blackburn & District Tree Preservation Society sponsors the Fund.  
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Forest Ridge Development Plan (former ATV-0 Television studio in Forest Hill) 
The owner of this 9-hectare site proposes to develop the land for a mix of housing, open spaces, 
new roads and pathways.  
The tree society had issues with tree and vegetation loss, replacement planting and landscaping, 
open space allocation, built form (mass, height and density) and made a submission to council 
citing our concerns in July 2017. 
In September 2017, council gave notice that the Development Plan for 104-168 Hawthorn Road 
Forest Hill was not supported in its current form for reasons of building height, setbacks, scale, 
lack of clarity about a commitment to landscaping, lack of community infrastructure impact 
assessment, no information on trees slated for retention and removal, little detail on future site use 
and development, no commitment to the Whitehorse Planning Scheme regarding car parking 
provisions, traffic issues, impact on views and inadequate retention of open space within the 
development proposal.   Round #1 to Council and the Whitehorse community!  
 
 
The Shared Use Path through Laburnum  
In August 2017 VicRoads staff conducted a community survey seeking feedback regarding their 
preferred proposal to site the Box Hill to Ringwood Rail Trail through Laburnum Station Gardens, 
up Laburnum Street and down Main Street to Blackburn Station. 
In response the tree society committee sent a submission to Vic Roads opposing: 
• The siting of the route through Laburnum Station Gardens and  
• Any further loss of street trees, particularly in Main Street Blackburn. This proposal predicates 

further tree canopy loss in an already denuded neighbourhood with over 450 trees and shrubs 
already cut down to make way for the Blackburn Road level crossing removal works.  

The tree society is also concerned that anticipated traffic management issues and increasing motor 
vehicle/bicycle incidents on Laburnum Street (a busy, narrow, through road) will force the 
authority to seek alternative routes (e.g. via Elmore Walk) and/or strategies (e.g. remove street 
trees in Laburnum Street to make way for an off-road bicycle path).  
The tree society is adamant - no more trees are to be removed from Laburnum and Blackburn.  
 
 
Snippets and Current Issues 
o The Tree Society recently featured in a display at the Nunawading branch of the Whitehorse-

Manningham Regional Library. Objects on show included historical photos, tree society 
newsletters, notices and newspaper articles; a display of the many awards won by the society 
over the years and information about the recently published history of the society – ‘Fighting 
for the Trees’. 

o In early September the society gratefully received a $500 community grant from the Bendigo 
Bank (Blackburn South branch) resulting from a nomination by a Friend of the society, Mr. 
Bill Ellemor. The committee thanks Bill for nominating the society as a worthy organization 
and Mr. Peter Grierson, Branch & Business Development Manager, Blackburn South 
Community Bank® Branch of Bendigo Bank, for the generous donation. 

 
 
‘Gardens for Wildlife’ – introducing a new council pilot program to attract wildlife into private 
gardens. Congratulations to Whitehorse Council and council’s Tree Education Officer, Millie 
Wells for establishing this program in our municipality. Gardens for Wildlife is a free program 
designed to support local residents to set an area aside in their garden for locally threatened 
wildlife. By planting locally indigenous or selected Australian native plants, a garden can be 
created that attracts birds, insects, butterflies, lizards and much more. Please refer to the website 
for further details: http://www.whitehorse.vic.gov.au/gardensforwildlife.html 
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Tree Society Meeting Times 
The tree society committee meets every 2nd Wednesday of the month from 2-4 p.m. in February, 
March, May, July, September and November.   
General meetings are scheduled for June and October.   
The AGM is held (as always) in November. 
The location is Bungalook Nursery in Fulton Road Blackburn South. 
Tree society members and the general public are most welcome to attend tree society meetings. 
 
 
Tree Society Website and Contact Details 
Website: refer to http://www.bdtps.wordpress.com for information on tree society activities. 
Email: Contact the tree society on mailto:bdtpsociety@gmail.com, or at P.O. Box 5, Blackburn, 
3130, for all tree-related matters.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
    COMMITTEE Secretary       Ann Clayton     9878 6585  
 Treasurer Mary Crouch 9894 3025                           
 Members Anne Payne 9878 1152 
  David Berry      9890 7915 
  Les Smith       9874 2641 
     

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
BLACKBURN & DISTRICT TREE PRESERVATION 

SOCIETY INC. 
Aims to: •  Promote and improve the natural  environment 

     in the City of Whitehorse 
• Promote an understanding of indigenous plants and the 

natural environment 
• Disseminate information to members 


