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Tree Society Annual Report 2017-2018  
A list of the activities and issues with which the tree society has been actively 
involved during the reporting period appears below. For further details please refer 
to the society’s newsletters for the reporting period and the tree society website.  
 
• The two major issues for 2018 have been the North East Link (NEL) and the Box Hill 

Metropolitan Activity Centre (MAC). The society is continuing to lobby for better community, 
urban amenity and natural landscape outcomes for each of these major projects. The society 
remains opposed to any further freeway network expansion in Melbourne preferring serious 
attention and action directed towards a low cost, flexible, high frequency, easy to install radial 
metropolitan public transport system. Regarding the Box Hill MAC the society advocates for more 
accessible parkland and better urban character outcomes essential for the anticipated doubling of 
the central Box Hill population within the next few years. 

• The proposed development of the Nunawading Parklands as a major community park has stalled – 
it was planned that 24,000 indigenous plants would be planted in the park during 2018-19. 
However during this year the North East Link Authority (NELA) has laid claim to using the site 
for a storage area/lay down site during the construction phase of the North East Link. This project 
includes the huge widening of the Eastern Freeway through Whitehorse. This construction will 
take upwards of 8-10 years and cause great dislocation in Whitehorse with massive tree and 
vegetation loss along the freeway reserve and environs, traffic congestion/chaos (not only along 
the freeway but also on all major north-south roads in Whitehorse), diminished open space and 
parkland and disruption of the existing active transport pathway network. Currently the society 
and the Friends of Nunawading Parklands are negotiating with the LXRA, NELA and council to 
plant upwards of 5-10,000 indigenous plants in the park during 2019-20. The remaining 15,000-
20,000 plants may be planted in the Healesville Freeway Reserve in Forest Hill/Vermont South. 
These plants were part of the off set planting requirements resulting from the level crossing 
removals and associated tree and vegetation loss in Whitehorse over the past three years resulting 
from the Blackburn and Heatherdale level crossing removals. 

• CROWAG Inc. (Combined Residents of Whitehorse Action Group) – the tree society became a 
member of this recently incorporated umbrella community advocacy group in 2018.  
CROWAG’s purposes are to: 
o Advocate for appropriate and sustainable development concerning built-form, public 

amenity and landscape within Whitehorse to all tiers of government 
o Support Whitehorse individuals and organisations advocating for appropriate and 

sustainable development within Whitehorse 
o Develop and maintain open and mutually beneficial dialogue with Whitehorse Council to 

address any perceived disconnect between council and its constituents on planning issues 
o Lobby Whitehorse Council to maximise Council’s relationship with its constituents in the 

areas of public accountability, public transparency, good governance, community 
engagement, fairness and equity 

o Advocate for balanced development within Whitehorse with the need to preserve and 
enhance the quality of life for residents, the landscape character of Whitehorse and 
appropriate design outcomes. 

The group meets monthly and aims to establish a close working relationship with council on 
planning, development, amenity and sustainability issues. The society committee urges tree 
society members to seriously consider joining CROWAG and help to achieve better planning 
outcomes for the Whitehorse community. The CROWAG website is: http://www.crowag.org 

• Planting program in residences surrounding 25 Holland Road Blackburn South. A development 
application for a childcare centre at this address was knocked back at VCAT in May 2017 and the 
developer proceeded to cut down all trees on the property. During 2018 the society successfully 
managed a neighbourhood re-planting project to replace this tree canopy destruction. Over sixty 
indigenous trees and shrubs were planted in six properties adjacent to the site with funding from 
the Blackburn and District Environment Protection Fund. The owner of 25 Holland Road has a 
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planning application currently before council for the development of five double storey 
townhouses. The tree society has formally objected to this planning application. 

• The Masons Road Retarding Basin revegetation project continued with a number of planting and 
weeding activities organised by the tree society during 2018. The activities were well supported 
by the local community and the plants were purchased via a Blackburn and District Environment 
Protection Fund grant.  

• The society is continuing to lobby council to increase its budgetary allocation for the street tree 
planting and management program. The annual allocation of $300,000 has not changed for over 
ten years with many streets in Whitehorse deficient in street tree numbers and canopy cover (refer 
to the March newsletter article on this issue).  

• Council’s Public Open Space Reserve Fund is forecast to contain $64,000,000 in 2021-22 with a 
significant surge in fund deposits over the next few years due to the increased developer 
contributions resulting from the burgeoning medium and high density infill developments within 
the city. The society has advocated that council needs to be more vigorous in expending these 
funds to purchase much-needed strategic parcels of land to create open spaces and parklands for 
the residents of Whitehorse, particularly in and around the Box Hill Metropolitan Activity Centre.  

• Council has made a number of positive initiatives during the year including: 
o Whitehorse Council established tree controls (via SLO9) for most of Whitehorse apart from 

those neighbourhoods already covered by an SLO. But these municipal tree controls are only 
temporary and require review and ratification in December this year. Apparently some of the 
Whitehorse councillors are wavering in their support for these controls and the tree society 
committee and members need to remain vigilant and continue to lobby for the SLO9 to 
become a permanent planning tool in the Whitehorse Planning Scheme 

o Council’s Tree Education Officer position is now a permanent position 
o $80,000 was allocated in council’s Budget to purchase a tree canopy assessment software tool  
o Council’s ‘Garden for Wildlife’ program is proving very popular with Whitehorse residents. 

• Development of the Healesville Freeway Reserve (Forest Hill & Vermont South) into a major, 
bushland-themed park and biolink. The land consolidation issues have recently been resolved and 
a concept plan will be developed with community involvement in 2019. A survey for a name for 
the park has concluded with respondents wanting a Koorie name.  

• The route for the Laburnum section of the Box Hill to Ringwood Rail Trail remains unresolved. 
• Blackburn & District Environment Protection Fund. The Fund is officially sponsored by the tree 

society and financially supports environmental education and ‘on-ground’ activities within 
Whitehorse. During 2018 the Fund committee allocated environmental grants supporting planting 
activities at Masons Road Reserve, Blackburn and in residential gardens surrounding 25 Holland 
Road in Blackburn South.  
 

Important Tree Society Submissions and Presentations in 2018: 
• 199 Canterbury Road Blackburn - VCAT knocked back another childcare centre development 

application for this site during early 2018. The society made a strong presentation at the hearing 
along with the BVRG and many local residents ably led by Dianne Tribe. A developer has liaised 
with the Tree Society and Di Tribe regarding a tentative 7-unit double storey development 
proposal. No planning application has been forwarded to Council as of end-November 2018. 

• 21 Laurel Grove North in Blackburn - in March over a dozen significant trees were cut down and 
shrubs removed resulting in a near moonscaping of the block in this heritage-listed, ‘Bush 
Environment’, SLO1 neighbourhood. The local residents, tree society, BVRG and BRAG were 
incensed! A flurry of correspondence and a number of meetings with local ward councillors and 
planning staff resulted in an uneasy conclusion to this sorry saga. The tree society views this 
specific act as unjustified and the planning process lacking in transparency. There is also a 
concern that this case will set a precedent for further destruction of trees and vegetation within 
these precious bushland neighbourhoods in the future. 
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• 20-24 Masons Road Blackburn - impact of construction works on neighbour’s significant tree at 
18 Masons Road. The VCAT Hearing was held in May and the construction was allowed to 
remain with the neighbouring Yellow Box to be assessed annually by an arborist for the next 10 
years with the cost to be borne by the applicant. The tree society, BVRG and local resident and 
tree society member Dianne Tribe made presentations 

• 10 Eustace Street, Blackburn – Large garage construction with significant loss of trees  
Earlier in 2018 the applicant withdrew from the planned VCAT Hearing. Another amended 
planning application for the garage was submitted to council and objected to again by the tree 
society and others. Council has subsequently disallowed the planning application. 

• Development proposals in Canterbury Road between Lagoona Court and Forest Road.  
The society has lodged submissions to Council objecting to planning applications for: 

o 203 Canterbury Road - 5-unit double storey development which council disallowed and it 
will go to VCAT in March 2019 and  

o 245-247 Canterbury Road – 2-3-storey place of worship. 
• 42-48 Glenburnie Road – the society supported the Glenburnie Road Residents Association in 

objecting to a planning application for ten (10) double storey dwellings, buildings and works in an 
SLO7 and removal of vegetation including many mature canopy trees. Council subsequently 
rejected the planning application. 

• Morton Park car parking development proposal - formal response to council regarding the 
proposed landscape works and parking upgrade (November 2018) 

• Reforming the Victorian Planning Provisions – The society completed a comprehensive on-line 
survey on the review and discussion paper for this initiative in November 2017. 

• The Victorian Local Government Bill Exposure Draft – in March 2018 the tree society made a 
detailed submission on the draft exposure Bill in conjunction with the Blackburn Village 
Residents Group and the Whitehorse Active Transport Action Group.  
 

Two Newsletters have been produced in 2018 – a third newsletter will be distributed in December. 
Thanks to tree society member Sally Polack for maintaining the society’s website  
(see http://www.bdtps.wordpress.com). Members are urged to check out the site for the latest 
campaign details, recent newsletters and submissions, historical material and photos. 
 
The tree society committee of David Berry, Mary Crouch, Ann Clayton, Anne Payne and Les Smith 
continues to be an important advocate for the environment in Whitehorse. We lobby council, provide 
advice to residents, respond to the many issues involving the natural environment and liaise with like-
minded environmental groups to fight for the protection and enhancement of our natural landscape.  
 
Fighting for the Trees: The Story of the Blackburn & District Tree Preservation Society  
(1959-2016) - The story of the Blackburn & District Tree Preservation Society is available at $25 per 

copy for tree society members and $30 for non-members.  
Please contact David Berry on 0413 457 184 or mailto:bdtpsociety@gmail.com to secure a copy.  

 
Tree Society Meeting Times 
The tree society committee meets every 2nd Wednesday of the month from 2-4 p.m. in February, 
March, May, July, September and November. The AGM is held (as always) in November. 
The location is Bungalook Nursery in Fulton Road, Blackburn South. 
Tree society members and the general public are most welcome to attend tree society meetings. 
 
Tree Society Website and Email Address 
Check out http://www.bdtps.wordpress.com for the latest information on tree society activities.   
Contact the tree society committee on mailto:bdtpsociety@gmail.com for any tree-related matter. 
 
David Berry, November 2018. 


