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Book Launch and Celebration of Les Smith’s 50th Anniversary as a Tree Society Committee 
Member 
On a cold wintry June afternoon over 130 tree society members, friends and family, 
politicians and local dignitaries, gathered at Blackburn Lake Sanctuary to celebrate the 
launch of ‘Fighting for the Trees’, the story of the tree society (1959-2016), Les Smith’s 50th 
anniversary as a tree society committee member and the awarding of Honorary 
Memberships to founding tree society members Bea Hamilton, Laurel Jones and Joan 
Satchwell. 
 
The event was a chance to catch up with friends old and new, discuss the many battles 
over environmental issues through the years, check out the tree society history memorabilia 
and displays, purchase a copy of the book and enjoy afternoon tea, complete with a 
celebratory glass of champagne in beautiful natural surroundings. 
 
Thanks to all who came to join in the festivities including the Mayor of Whitehorse, Cr. 
Denise Massoud and several fellow councillors, state and federal politicians, founding 
members Bea and Laurel and those who travelled long distances to attend on the day.  
Special thanks go to committee members Ann Clayton, Mary Crouch, Anne Payne and Les 
Smith for organizing such a successful event. See tree society website for photos of the day. 
 
Postscript: Les is now ‘Les Smith OAM’ as he was honored for his community service on 
behalf of the environment in the Queen’s Birthday Honours list the following week. 
Congratulations and well deserved, Les, the true ‘Godfather’ of the environmental 
movement in Whitehorse.  
 
Fighting for the Trees: The Story of the Blackburn & District Tree Preservation Society Inc. 
(1959-2016)  
The story of the Blackburn & District Tree Preservation Society is now available at $25 per 
copy for tree society members and $30 for non-members.  Please contact David Berry on 
0413 457 184 or email bdtpsociety@gmail.com to secure your copy.   An extra charge of 
$10 for postage is required. 

Hurry – stocks are running out! 
Fighting for the Trees details the history of the Blackburn and District Tree Preservation 
Society since its inception in 1959 up until the end of 2016. During this period, far-sighted 
residents, initially in Blackburn, but ultimately throughout the City of Whitehorse, believed 
that community action; political lobbying and perseverance could, and would, preserve 
and enhance the local and wider environment for the benefit of all. Whitehorse residents 
owe these people a deep sense of gratitude for the green and leafy character of 
Whitehorse today – a jewel in the eastern suburbs of Melbourne. 
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Public Hearing for Amendment C175: Box Hill Municipal Activity Centre 
A Public Hearing, under the auspices of Planning Panels Victoria, will be held on the merits 
of Amendment C175: Box Hill Municipal Activity Centre.  It will take place in the Matsudo 
Room, Box Hill Town Hall from Monday 24 July to Friday 4 August 2017.  The tree society is 
made a presentation on Friday 28 July. 
 
The tree society committee recognises the requirement to develop the Box Hill Metropolitan 
Activity Centre (MAC) in a coordinated fashion via Amendment C175 and associated built 
form guidelines, such that Box Hill continues to be a focus of substantial development and 
investment in the City of Whitehorse for the next decade.  However, the tree society 
considers that the implementation of the amendment may be too little too late in 
attempting to balance the profit-driven, expansionist goals of developers with the need to 
create a sustainable, healthy, high quality local environment, complete with the requisite 
infrastructure, to meet the needs of a functional, people-friendly high density municipal 
activity centre into the future.  
 
There are a number of issues that the tree society committee has identified that require 
consideration and action when assessing the merits of Amendment C175.and associated 
built form guidelines. 
These issues include: 
•    The lack of quality, functional open space to service the large increase in residential 

population, increased workforce and dramatic expansion of the hotel accommodation 
within the fully developed Box Hill MAC. 

•     Landscape issues include the loss of tree canopy with high density commercial and 
residential development 

• The need to establish human-scaled, creatively landscaped and well-vegetated 
open spaces, plazas and streetscapes that are attractive to people and allow for 
community interaction 

• Mandating strict controls on building heights, mass, setbacks and streetscape 
interfaces. However it is evident that Council has already approved many high-rise 
planning applications, with more in the planning pipeline. The fear is that a large, alien, 
urban slum will be the inevitable result for central Box Hill 

• Motor vehicle traffic congestion, sub-standard public transport facilities, barriers to 
pedestrian and cyclist traffic and a lack of safe, low stress, prioritised path networks 
within and through Box Hill. 

 
Planting Activity at Masons Road Reserve Blackburn – Saturday 12 August 
The tree society and Melbourne Water invite you to help plant new vegetation at the 
Masons Road Retarding Basin on Saturday 12 August from 9am- 12pm. 
Tools for planting will be supplied on the day.  
Time and date: 9am-12pm Saturday 12 August 2017 
Location: Masons Road Retarding Basin, Masons Road Blackburn 
RSVP: Please RSVP to rbupgrades@melbournewater.com.au for catering purposes and 
include any dietary requirements 
BYO: gardening gloves, sturdy waterproof footwear and sensible work clothes 
Melbourne Water will provide morning tea to participants. 
The Blackburn & District Environment Protection Fund committee has made an 
environmental grant available to purchase $500 worth of semi-aquatic and riparian plants 
to be planted in three low-lying ‘swampy’ areas in the basin. 
Melbourne Water staff have planted/will plant 500 indigenous plants throughout the basin 
with a further 250 plants pledged by Council. 
We also hope to have more community planting activities in the basin in the future. 
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25 Holland Road Blackburn South – Planting in Residential Gardens 
The development proposal for a childcare facility at 25 Holland Road, Blackburn South was 
knocked back by VCAT in early March. Within three weeks the owner/developer of the 
property organised the cutting down of all 25 trees on the site to spite the local community 
that had vigorously opposed the development.   
 
The locals resolved, along with the tree society and Council, to initiate a project to plant 
trees and shrubs on their properties abutting the now bare site at 25 Holland Road, to 
replace this lost canopy.  The Blackburn and District Environment Protection Fund has 
pledged $500 to purchase indigenous plants from Bungalook Nursery and Council has 
pledged $500 worth of semi-advanced trees for planting in the neighbourhood.  Over the 
next few weeks tree society committee members Mary Crouch and David Berry will be 
conducting garden assessments for those residents who will be involved in the planting 
project. Upwards of 300 plants will be planted around 25 Holland Road in August and 
September to replace tree canopy, shrub-cover and habitat values lost by the wanton 
destruction of the trees at 25 Holland Road. 
 
Nunawading Parklands Landscape and Planting Update 
Nunawading Parklands (Melway 48 F 6) is an 11-hectare open space in Nunawading 
bounded by the Eastern Freeway, Springvale Road and Junction Road. 
Last year the Level Crossing Removal Authority (LXRA) pledged an offset planting project to 
plant 24,000 indigenous plants in the Junction Road/Nunawading Parklands. This is by way 
of compensation for the destruction of hundreds of mature trees and shrubs, many of them 
indigenous species, resulting from the railway level crossing removal works at Blackburn and 
Heatherdale Roads. 
The latest news is that the LXRA has sought expressions of interest from local nurseries to 
propagate and grow 18,000 indigenous trees, shrubs, grasses and forbs to be ready for 
planting out in mid-2018.  A further 6,000 plants suitable for planting along the creek-banks 
will be ordered at a later date. 
 
This is great news because this land needs to be planted out to create another beautiful 
bushland park in Nunawading. 
 

National Tree Day Planting Activity Sunday 30 July 2017 
A community planting will be held in the Junction Road Reserve, Nunawading from 
10am-12noon on Sunday 30 July to celebrate National Tree Day. The activity, 
organized by Planet Ark and Whitehorse Council, is supported by the tree society.  
The location is the Kett Street entrance to the park (Melway 48 E 6). 
Volunteers are asked to wear a hat, long-sleeved shirt, sensible shoes, gardening gloves 
and take plenty of water to drink as well as sunscreen. Also, please bring along a shovel or 
mattock if you have one. For further information please telephone: 9262 7525 or Email: 
ParksWide.Admin@whitehorse.vic.gov.au 
 
Current Issues in Blackburn 
 18 Masons Road – The tree society has lodged an objection to an application for the 
removal of a mature, significant, Eucalyptus melliodora, on this site. The neighbour at 20-24 
Masons Road excavated within 2 metres of the tree to construct a shed without obtaining 
a planning permit.  He then obtained an arborist report that concluded the tree was 
unsafe, due to root damage.  The tree society queries the veracity of the second arborist 
report and contends that all possible measures be taken to save the tree with the 
neighbour sanctioned accordingly. 
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 21 Laurel Grove North – the applicant has withdrawn the planning application for a 
housing development along with major tree removal on this site; consequently, the VCAT 
Hearing on this issue has been cancelled. 
 199 Canterbury Road – the latest planning application for a childcare centre on this 
site is still with Council. There is nothing further to report at this stage. 
 Central Road Blackburn draft concept design for the frontage of Blackburn Lake 
Sanctuary. Council is consulting with the community on proposed landscaping works to 
provide paths, a new pedestrian entry to the park, delineated car parking, safe crossovers, 
environmental weed removal and indigenous plantings.  The tree society responded 
positively to the draft plans in early July. 
 
The Blackburn & District Environment Protection Fund 
News from the Fund over the past 6 months:  
The Blackburn & District Environment Protection Fund committee has made a number of 
environmental grants available for local planting activities: 
- Masons Road Reserve/Retarding Basin - to purchase $500 worth of indigenous plants 

to be planted in the low-lying ‘swampy’ areas in the basin 
- Planting in private gardens around 25 Holland Road Blackburn South. The Fund has 

pledged $500 to purchase indigenous plants from Bungalook Nursery and Council has 
pledged $500 worth of semi-advanced trees for planting in the neighbourhood 

-  
- Funding has been made available for replacement trees and shrubs in the Glen Ebor 

Avenue area of Blackburn. The Level Crossing Removal Authority removed many trees 
and shrubs in private ownership during the construction phase of the shared use path 
and cutting works along the south side of the railway line reserve. These replacement 
plantings will provide some privacy for local residents in addition to screening the ugly 
factory walls on the northern side of the rail line. 

 
The Blackburn & District Tree Preservation Society sponsors the Fund. Tree society members 
can directly support worthwhile projects like those described above by donating to the 
Fund by: 
o Completing and sending a cheque to the fund at the following address: 

BDEPF, PO Box 210, Blackburn, VIC 3130 
o Making an on-line donation at http://www.givenow.com.au/cause1518 
The fund’s web-site address is http://blackburnenviro.wordpress.com/ 
 
Forest Ridge Development Plan (former ATV-O television studios in Forest Hill) 
The owner of this 9-hectare site proposes to develop the land for a mix of housing, open 
spaces, new roads and pathways.  The main features of the Development Plan are for: 

• Up to 600-700 dwellings comprising apartments, detached housing and townhouses 
• Buildings up to six storeys, transitioning to two storeys on the perimeter 
• Internal roads 
• Main access via a proposed roundabout on Hawthorn Road and Springvale Road 
• New Public Open Space connecting with Ansett Crescent Reserve  
• Residential development in front of the heritage studios and removal of the later 

1970’s/80’s additions across the front of the heritage building; 
• The potential for retail fronting Springvale Road.  

The tree society has issues with tree and vegetation loss, replacement planting and 
landscaping, open space allocation, built form (mass, height and density) and will be 
making a submission to council by the end of July. 

Additional information is available in the 26 June 2017 Council Report. 
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Hard copies of the Draft Development Plan will be on display at Council Customer Service 
Centres at the Whitehorse Civic Centre in Nunawading, the Box Hill Town Hall and Forest Hill 
Chase Shopping Centre; and the four municipal libraries at Nunawading, Box Hill, Blackburn 
and Vermont South.  

Feedback can be submitted until 30 July 2017 by contacting Council at email 
strategic.planning@whitehorse.vic.gov.au, or at mail  Forest Ridge Draft Development Plan, 
Strategic Planning Unit, City of Whitehorse, Locked Bag 2, Nunawading Delivery Centre, 
VIC 3131 

For further details refer to:http://www.whitehorse.vic.gov.au/Forest-Ridge-Draft-
Development-Plan.html 
 
The Shared Use Path through Laburnum to Heatherdale  
The fate of the shared use path (SUP) through Laburnum and Blackburn is still a mystery, 
although it is rumoured that VicRoads and Whitehorse Council met to discuss the issue in 
mid-July. 
The tree society committee urges members to remain vigilant and continue to oppose: 
• Building the path through Laburnum Station Gardens resulting in the loss of park trees  
• Taking over Elmore Walk with a three metre wide concrete path making this quiet linear 

park dangerous for walkers and destroying a number of mature trees in the process 
• Destroying a number of mature eucalypts at the western end of the South Parade car 

park to make way for a shared path connection with the path near the Blackburn 
Station entrance. 

 
The Tree Society opposes the loss of trees & neighbourhood character in Laburnum and 
Blackburn that will result from locating this 3-metre wide shared use concrete path through 
these suburbs on the south-side of the railway corridor.  
 
Greenlink Box Hill AGM with Lincoln Kern as Guest Speaker 
Lincoln Kern, ecologist and managing director of Practical Ecology will be speaking at 
Greenlink's AGM at 8:00pm on Tuesday 22 August.  
The venue is Clota Cottage, 31 Clota Avenue, Box Hill. 
Lincoln’s topic will be: 
Indigenous Biodiversity in Urban Areas and the Whitehorse Biodiversity Strategy for Council-
managed Land-Enhancing Native Vegetation and Wildlife Habitat in the Suburbs. 

All are welcome. 
Tree Society Meeting Times 
The tree society committee meets every 2nd Wednesday of the month from 2-4 p.m. in 
February, March, May, July, September and November.   
General meetings are scheduled for June and October.   
The AGM is held (as always) in November. 
The location is Bungalook Nursery in Fulton Road, Blackburn South. 
Tree society members and the general public are most welcome to attend tree society 
meetings. 
Tree Society Website and Email Address 
Website: refer to http://www.bdtps.wordpress.com for information on tree society activities. 
Email: Contact the tree society on mailto:bdtpsociety@gmail.com for all tree-related 
matters.  
    COMMITTEE Secretary       Ann Clayton     9878 6585  
 Treasurer Mary Crouch 9894 3025       
                              Members                            Anne Payne                                9878 1152  
  David Berry      9890 7915 
  Les Smith       9874 2641 
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Postal address:  PO Box 5, Nunawading, 3131 

 
 

 

BLACKBURN & DISTRICT TREE PRESERVATION 
SOCIETY INC. 

 

 Aims to: •  Promote and improve the natural  environment 

     in the City of Whitehorse 

• Promote an understanding of indigenous plants and the 
natural environment 

• Disseminate information to members 


