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Blackburn Level Crossing Removal (BLXR)
The desecration of the natural landscape in Blackburn by the BLXR Authority continues
apace with the companies involved (construction company CPB Contractors and its parent
company CIMIC, formerly Leighton Holdings), along with MetRail and the State
Government, oblivious and uncaring about the carnage being carried out in the name of
‘progress’.
In addition Whitehorse Council appears powerless to achieve any semblance of
compromise on behalf of the local environment and the Blackburn community.
Unfortunately the concerted lobbying by the Tree Society, other community groups and
individuals, has not achieved any discernible positive outcomes for the trees and vegetation
in the BLXR project works zone – apart, that is, from the retention of two small Gleditsias near
the Rotunda and a larger shade tree in the Blackburn Library courtyard!
The tree and vegetation loss (over 450 trees and counting) will continue to the west in South
Parade, probably beyond the existing car park, due primarily to the massive drainage
engineering works associated with the level crossing removal. And apparently the provision
of even more car parking spaces in South Parade is far more important than the retention of
trees.
The historic and valued low bluestone wall along the western section of the car park area is
also in line for destruction. In addition the BLXRA’s proposed landscape and re-planting
plan for the Blackburn Village precinct, from the brief and sketchy information we’ve been
‘drip-fed’ by the authority, is underwhelming and depressing (for example a number of
environmental weed species are listed in the draft plant species list).
Is there any ‘good’ news?
• The authority has nearly reached the limits of the works’ zone to the west and legally
cannot go any further!?
• Once the project is completed the authority will go away and the community and
Council can reclaim Blackburn Village and start the process of local landscape revival
and renewal
• The Tree Society has been instrumental in securing an ‘offset’ planting program of
indigenous trees and lower storey vegetation within Whitehorse on State-owned land in
the Nunawading Parklands, between Junction and Springvale Roads and the Eastern
Freeway in Nunawading. The authority is required to provide offset planting to
compensate for tree and vegetation loss in the Blackburn and Heatherdale works’ zones;
however these offsets have historically been located well away from the works’ site (e.g.
somewhere in East Gippsland). Successfully lobbying for replacement planting in
Whitehorse is a big win for our community, but of little value to the Blackburn Village. For
further information refer to the article on the Nunawading Parklands in this newsletter.
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•

Respite from compulsory removal of trees in a few of the private residential gardens by
the BLXRA ‘bully-boys’ in Glen Ebor Avenue and other properties adjoining the rail
reserve.

The committee urges members to keep up the pressure on the BLXRA and state Labor
politicians to mitigate the damage being caused by this project.
Heatherdale Level Crossing Removal (HLXR)
Upwards of 150-200 trees, mostly remnant or native, have been removed from this site to
make way for the Heatherdale Road level crossing removal and the bicycle path from
Mitcham to Heatherdale. The latest depressing news is that a copse of 15-20 young
Blackwoods (originally slated for retention by the HLXR Authority) have recently been torn
down to build the three-metre wide concrete path through the remnant vegetation along
Brunswick Road, near Cochrane Street.
This scenario is sadly typical of the community ‘consultation’ carried out by LXRA
representatives at both the Heatherdale and Blackburn sites. Reach a verbal agreement
(nothing in writing) with community representatives on actions to mitigate tree and
vegetation losses, then do exactly the opposite, citing engineering, technical or health and
safety considerations as over-riding reasons to destroy the local landscape.
Tree Society representatives will continue to attend Stakeholder Liaison Group meetings for
the level crossing removals at both Heatherdale and Blackburn; however, sadly, little has
been gained for the local communities and the landscape character resulting from our
advocacy.
The Proposed Shared Use Path through Laburnum and Blackburn
At present the fate of the shared use path (SUP) through Laburnum and Blackburn remains
unknown. VicRoads has retreated under a cone of silence for the past four months,
following the hostile public reception they received at the VicRoads Blackburn section
forum on this issue, held in mid-July at the Whitehorse Centre.
VicRoads then hastily, and at the last minute, cancelled the forum for the Laburnum section
of the SUP scheduled for 19 July at the Box Hill Town Hall, thus depriving Laburnum residents
any chance to voice their concerns to VicRoads about the proposed route through their
suburb. 15-20 local residents made the time and effort to attend the Laburnum forum only to
be informed, via a small notice in the town hall lobby, that the meeting had been summarily
cancelled. So much for community consultation and good manners!
The good news is, because of this dithering, the SUP will not (‘at this stage’ according to the
Blackburn LXRA) be constructed west of Main Street adjacent to South Parade. This may be
temporary, however, so the Tree Society committee urges members to remain vigilant and
continue to oppose:
• Building the path through Laburnum Station Gardens and up Laburnum Street resulting in
the loss of many park and street trees
• Taking over Elmore Walk with a three metre wide concrete path OR
• Constructing a SUP in Myrtle Grove and The Avenue OR
• Taking it through Blackburn Creeklands OR
• Along Main Street (one of the busiest streets in Blackburn!)
The Tree Society opposes the loss of trees & neighbourhood character in Laburnum,
Blackburn and Nunawading, that will result from locating this 3-metre wide shared use
concrete path through these suburbs on the south-side of the railway corridor.
Instead, the Society is advocating for the northern community-preferred path that will result
in minimal tree and vegetation impacts, will more closely follow the rail corridor and will
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better provide for the increasing need for access to Laburnum and Blackburn by residents of
the high-density housing developments between Whitehorse Road and the railway line.
Nunawading Parklands Development Update
Nunawading Parklands (Melway 48 F6) is an 11-hectare open space in Nunawading,
bounded by the Eastern Freeway, Springvale Road and Junction Road.
Since our last report in the July newsletter, a number of objectives have been achieved in
the development of this land as a major district park for passive recreation, planting and
associated environment educational activities.
Actions have included:
•
A commitment by the state government and the Blackburn and Heatherdale Level
Crossing Removal Authorities to plant over 20,000 indigenous plants (including ~ 1,300
Eucalypts and Acacias) in nine large mulched garden beds in the section of the
Nunawading Parklands owned by the state government. This is a component of an offset
planting program to help account for the massive loss of trees and vegetation due to the
Blackburn and Heatherdale level crossing removal works. This positive outcome was
achieved via a vigorous lobbying campaign by the Tree Society to locate the offset
planting program in Whitehorse and not at a far-distant site within Victoria
•
Meetings of the principal landowners (Whitehorse Council, the Department of
Environment, Water, Land & Planning {DELWP} and Melbourne Water) have been held to
resolve land ownership and management issues and initiate a concept plan to develop
the land as a major district park.
•
Whitehorse Council will organize community-planting activities in 2017 on the councilowned section of the parklands, as part of the National Tree Day celebrations. These
activities will be organized for the planting beds along Junction Road near the
intersection with Springvale Road
•
A number of successful weeding and clean-up activities were held in the park in July
and August 2016. These activities were organized by the local Friends of the Nunawading
Parklands group under the direction of Brian Duvoisin, R. E. Gray Reserve Advisory
Committee chairman.
Proposal to Construct a Childcare Centre at 25 Holland Road Blackburn South
The Tree Society has objected to the removal of a large number of mature, significant trees
and vegetation from this site to make way for this proposed development.
In addition the society opposed:
• The overdevelopment of the site with its bloated building footprint and extensive nonporous surface area
• The threat to neighbouring trees and shrubs. The depth of excavation for the
underground car park and proximity of excavation to the northern boundary represents
a serious threat to the root systems of the trees on the adjoining church property
• The unsuitability of the development in this residential location on a busy secondary
suburban road.
In late May Whitehorse Council issued a notice of refusal to grant the permit, after which the
developer took the issue to VCAT. Over 90 submissions opposing the development have
been lodged at VCAT and a VCAT Hearing has been scheduled over 4 days in midDecember. The Society will be making a presentation at the Hearing.
Healesville Freeway Reserve Linear Park
Tree Society committee member, Mary Crouch, has attended the meetings of the
Healesville Freeway Reserve Project Reference Group since mid-2016.
In the past three months an exhaustive community consultation process has occurred, the
results of which will frame the decisions regarding the development of this 35-hectare open
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space as a major regional park for wide community use. The results of the community
consultation process will be released before the end of this year.
The land contains important remnant vegetation and directly links with Bellbird Dell. The park
has the potential to be a crucial component of an extensive biolink network between
Dandenong Creek, Bellbird Dell, Campbells Croft/Abbey Walk, Mahoneys Reserve,
Wurundjeri Walk and Gardiners Creek Reserve.
Informal community working bees have been held in the park in the past six months
targeting woody weed and ivy removal in the reserve between Davy Lane Reserve and
Terrara Road. Further working bees are planned - please contact Mary Crouch on 9894
3025 for details. Tree Society members and Friends are invited to attend. Bring gloves and
basic garden tools and wear sturdy footwear and work clothes. Refreshments will be
provided. Please note that there is no provision for volunteer insurance for these activities so
attendees will be working at their own risk in the park.

The Society’s 50-Year History
The publication is nearing completion - it has taken so long it is now a 55-year history of the
Society! Tree Society committee member David Berry is the Editor and fellow committee
members have been receiving regular updates on the book’s progress. The plan is to launch
the book in the first half of 2017 in conjunction with the celebration of Les Smith’s 50-year
anniversary as a committed conservationist and strong advocate for our local natural
environment since the early ‘60s.
The Blackburn & District Environment Protection Fund
News from the Fund over the past 6 months:
• The Whitehorse Council Sustainability Awards were held in April. Two Indigenous Garden
category awards were sponsored by the Fund. Winners were the Mt Pleasant Primary
School (Public category) and Mr. and Mrs. H Reid (Private Category). The Fund plans to
sponsor the indigenous garden awards again in 2017 and hopefully will have more input
into the judging process.
• Small Grant Program
a. Blackburn Lake Sanctuary Advisory Committee (BLSAC) Education Program. The
Fund provided money for the purchase of a digital microscope to support the
Education Program at Blackburn Lake Sanctuary. It is now fully functional and
proving a boon to the program. BLSAC members recently gave fund committee
members a demonstration.
b. Whitehorse Community Indigenous Plant Program (WCIPP)
A grant of $1,000 was provided to WCCIP to enable the installation of an improved
irrigation system for the Bungalook indigenous plant nursery.
• Blackburn Level Crossing Removal
Targeted donations received from Blackburn residents were used to help the Tree Society
fight to limit the substantial loss of trees and vegetation caused by the Blackburn Road
level crossing removal works and shared use bicycle path construction. Over $400 was
received with the funds used to cover poster production, printing, laminating and
leafleting for the campaign.
The Blackburn & District Tree Preservation Society sponsors the Fund. Tree Society members
can donate to the Fund to directly support worthwhile projects, such as those described
above, by:
o Completing and sending a cheque to the fund at the following address:
BDEPF, PO Box 210, Blackburn, VIC 3130
o Making an on-line donation at http://www.givenow.com.au/cause1518
The fund’s web-site address is http://blackburnenviro.wordpress.com/
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Tree Society Meeting Times
The Tree Society committee meets every 2nd Wednesday of the month from 2-4 p.m. in
February, March, May, July, September and November.
General meetings are scheduled for June and October.
The AGM is held (as always) in November.
The location is Bungalook Nursery in Fulton Road, Blackburn South.
Tree Society members and the general public are most welcome to attend all
Tree Society meetings.
Tree Society Website and Email Address
Website: refer to http://www.bdtps.wordpress.com for information on tree society activities.
Email: Contact the Tree Society on mailto:bdtpsociety@gmail.com for tree-related matters.
Bushland Under Threat Leaflet - Local Development Scheme 1980s

2016 Mullum Mullum Festival AGM - 3.30 pm, Sunday 20th November,
FNCV Hall, 1 Gardenia Street Blackburn
The AGM will be preceded by a talk by Dr Gary Presland talking on ‘The Landscapes of
Aboriginal Melbourne’. A number of Indigenous clans belonging to the Kulin nation resided
in the area east of Melbourne prior to European settlement. Gary will provide a historical
and archeological perspective of the connections between local Aboriginal people and
the natural environment.
COMMITTEE

Secretary
Treasurer
Members

Ann Clayton
Mary Crouch
David Berry
Les Smith
Anne Payne

9878 6585
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9890 7915
9874 2641

BLACKBURN & DISTRICT TREE PRESERVATION SOCIETY INC.
Aims to:

• Promote and improve the natural environment
in the City of Whitehorse
• Promote an understanding of indigenous plants and the
natural environment
• Disseminate information to members

Postal address:
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