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Meetings 
The Tree Society committee meets every 2nd Wednesday of the month from 2-4 p.m. in 
February, March, May, July, September and November.   
General meetings are scheduled for June and October.   
The AGM is held (as always) in November. 
Tree Society members and the general public are most welcome to attend our meetings. 
 
The location for all meetings is the Bungalook Nursery in Fulton Road, Blackburn South. 
 
Tree Society Website and Email Address 
The website has recently been updated – please refer to 
http://www.bdtps.wordpress.com for the latest information on 
Tree Society activities. 
 
The Tree Society committee can be contacted on mailto:bdtpsociety@gmail.com for any 
tree-related matter within Whitehorse. 
 
At Last! The Prospect of Tree and Vegetation Controls for ALL of Whitehorse 
Whitehorse City Council is to be applauded for considering the introduction of citywide 
tree and vegetation protection controls (as reported in the Whitehorse Leader 15th 
December 2014).  
 
A council officer report to Council’s December meeting estimated that the cost of 
introducing and managing the vegetation controls citywide would be around $600,000 
per year. 
This figure needs to be placed in context:  
• Whitehorse ratepayers provided council with $94M in the 2014-15 Budget, a 5% (i.e. ~ 

$5M) increase on the 2013-114 Budget.  
• The estimated cost of citywide vegetation controls at $600K represents a mere 0.64% of 

the rates or less than $4 per year per Whitehorse resident. 
• As such the annual expenditure of $600K seems a small price to pay for an immediate 

and ongoing improvement in the natural assets of the city and the quality of life for 
Whitehorse citizens. 
 

Very modest when compared with the budgeted costs for many projects in the 2014-15 
budget papers including: 
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• Refurbishment of the Surrey Park Swim Clubrooms, the Kalang Park and Mont Albert 

Reserve pavilions (budgeted cost of $2.45M for the three projects. 
• Playground upgrades ($820K) 
• In addition Council has spent over $40 million on the refurbishment of Aqualink Box Hill 

over recent years and has budgeted to spend a further $450K in the 2014-15 budget as 
well as $200K for works at the Nunawading Aquatic Centre. 
 

Whilst these projects are all worthy of receiving ratepayer funding, the Tree Society 
contends that a $600K annual spend on protecting and enhancing the city’s natural 
assets held in private ownership by means of citywide tree and vegetation protection 
controls is a wise investment. 
 
The proposed tree controls will prohibit the indiscriminate and widespread practice of tree 
and vegetation removal from private properties, including the current, wholesale 
‘moonscaping’ or complete clearing of residential development sites throughout the city.  
 
There has been a rapid decline of canopy trees in non-Significant Landscape Overlay 
(SLO) areas (and even within SLO precincts) of Whitehorse over the past 5 years in the 
name of residential infill development. A bleak future is guaranteed if global warming 
continues as predicted with trees and vegetation crucial in mitigating climate change. 
We need more trees not less and it’s time for council to take the decision to place 
vegetation controls over the entire city as soon as possible. 
 
Properly constituted and administered tree and vegetation protection controls, along with 
relevant resident education programs (such as the council initiative to employ a Tree 
Education Officer in the Planning Department) will not only reverse the decline of tree 
numbers in ‘green & leafy’ Whitehorse but will enhance the natural amenity of the city, 
the results of which will become obvious in a few short years. 
 
The tree society committee has written to individual Councillors on this issue as well as 
forwarded a Media Release to the local newspapers.  
Complete articles have been uploaded on to the Tree Society website. 
 
VCAT Mediation Session for the Seventh Day Adventist Retirement Village Development 
Proposal 
Tree Society committee member David Berry attended a VCAT Mediation session on this 
issue in late January.  
Six hours of ‘mediation’ ensued however no compromise or resolution was achieved. 
The Applicant had made some concessions to local residents e.g. increasing the setbacks 
from the back boundaries of the Cromwell Ave properties and reduction of one level on 
one building and the splitting of another. 
 
Council representatives attending the session were non-committal about the amended 
proposal.  Council received the plans at the same time as the community representatives 
and individual objectors and Council’s legal counsel hadn't received any instructions due 
to the limited timeframe.  So Council didn't play much of a role at all at the mediation 
session.  In any case, no agreement was reached. 
 
In brief the Applicant wants 150+ apartments in six multi-storey buildings, a multi-purpose 
building, car parks, a café and sealed access roads. The Applicant completely ignored 
the fact that more than 80 indigenous trees and associated remnant vegetation will be 
destroyed in the development.  Hence the Applicant’s concessions were not acceptable 
to the Tree Society. 
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Likewise the Tree Society’s concessions weren't acceptable to the Applicant e.g. under-
grounding the proposed car park and re-locating the multi-purpose building would save 
up to 40 trees alone. 
 
Council hasn't rejected the plans out of hand, so it's up to the community to keep up the 
fight and it's off to a VCAT Hearing on 23 March for 7 days! 
 
We'll battle it out, but the fate of the remnant vegetation on the site that is not protected 
within the Conservation Zones is problematic at best.  The only consolation at this stage is 
that at least 90 or so trees have been saved as a result of the successful campaign back in 
2006. 
 
Progress ‘Snapshot’ on the Tree Society’s First 50 Years History Project 

1. Completed Articles = 52 
2. Working Drafts = 10 (to be completed in the next few weeks by David Berry) 
3. Over 150 photos, clippings, notices and pages of booklets remain to be scanned 

 
Actions by or at the March 2015 meeting: 

• All photos, documents etc. scanned 

• Consolidate articles into groups (based on subject and chronology) 

• Upload articles and scanned photos etc. on to the tree society website 

• Decide on a format 

• Decide on what material to include in the booklet (articles and scanned material) 

• Editorial Consultant Alice Berry (AB) to edit articles down to fit booklet and provide 
other editorial and publishing expertise. 

The scheduled completion date for the 50-year history is 30 June 2015. 
 
Submission on the Draft Master Plan for the Burwood East Former 
Brickworks Site 
A summary of the submission follows: 
The Tree Society committee and members understand the need to provide higher density 
housing in designated activity centres throughout Whitehorse, to offer a mix of housing to 
meet future population requirements and to increase the housing stock within established 
suburbs.  
However we believe that the draft master plan for the old Brickworks site in Burwood East 
falls well short of providing for a high quality built environment, a quality living experience, 
an increase in the amount of quality open space, or improvement in the sustainability of 
the natural environment (as paraphrased from council’s Council Plan 2014-18). 
There are a number of issues that the committee has identified that require comment and 
consideration by council when assessing the merits of the draft master plan. 
 
Strategic Comment on the Draft Master Plan 
It is planned that 850-950 dwellings will be built on the 20 hectare site, with the total 
number of beds ranging from ~1,400 to 2,800. A population figure of 2,000 residents has 
been quoted i.e. the size of a small country town. For example, by using the ‘number of 
beds range’ as a guide, this development will be equivalent in size to Nagambie (1,400 
residents) through Yarram (2,160 residents) to a high of Port Fairy (2,600 residents).  Yet the 
draft plan pays scant attention to catering for this number of new residents, whether it be 
services like sewerage, storm water run-off, flood mitigation, schools, kindergartens,  
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medical, dental and other professional services, active sporting facilities and a range of 
passive open space areas and experiences for residents. In addition the existing public 
transport services are inadequate to cope with this increase in population. Whilst the site is 
close to the Vermont South tram route, it is already heavily utilized in peak times; north-
south public transport services are limited to buses only and the site is ~ 2km distant from 
the Lilydale-Belgrave Metro train line. This means that the increase in motor vehicle traffic 
volumes and journeys generated by the residential development will severely test the 
local roads (e.g. Eley Road), feeder residential streets to the east of the site and the 
already choked up adjoining major roads, Burwood Highway and Middleborough Road. 
Needless to say the local residents will be unhappily exposed to the detrimental effects this 
development will have on their local amenity. 
 
Comments on Landscape and Vegetation Aspects of the Draft Master Plan 
• Within the documentation there is no evidence of, or mention about, the existence of 

a tree and vegetation survey/assessment report for the site.  
• The 3 HA 'Green Triangle' in the south-eastern section of the site deserves special 

mention and is of particular significance due to the high-quality vegetation it contains 
and the proposal that higher density 4-storey apartment blocks be built here.  We 
know from bitter experience that developers prefer/demand greenfield sites on which 
to build high-rise buildings and view any existing vegetation as at best a nuisance and 
at worst a curse.  Council needs to flex its planning muscles and insist that the majority 
of healthy, mature trees are retained in the ‘Green Triangle’.  

• According to the draft master plan the residential streetscape within the development 
will be mainly deciduous trees “to mark the changes of the seasons” (see page 44). 
The Tree Society contends that any street tree plantings must be in accordance with 
council’s street tree policy and be predominantly native (and preferably indigenous) 
specimens.  In addition, to maximize streetscape and open space amenity, as well as 
to increase the potential for biolinkages and attraction of native birds to and through 
the site, consideration needs to be given to a planting suite of native and indigenous 
shrubs, groundcovers, grasses and forbs throughout the public spaces on the site.   

• The draft master plan highlights the amount of open space planned for the site and 
cites the ‘Village Green’ as an example of an extensive area of public open space on 
site.  However as most of the ‘Village Green’ is taken up by a water body/flood 
mitigation structure, the amount of usable open space is severely restricted. The 
documentation however blithely states that there are sufficient active sporting facilities 
and parks suitable for passive recreation already in existence nearby for new residents 
to use, including Eley Park and Wurundjeri Walk. This is ignoring the fact that Whitehorse 
is already deficient in open space compared to other middle municipalities and 
Wurundjeri Walk is at least one kilometre away from the proposed high-rise apartment 
buildings on the site. This is another example of developers abrogating their 
responsibility to provide infrastructure as well as housing on major development sites. 

 
 
Healesville Freeway Reserve Land Update 
There isn’t much to report on the Healesville Freeway Reserve, except that Labor has 
confirmed in writing that it will honour its election promise to retain all of the land as public 
open space.  
 
A meeting between the Friends of the HFR and State government representatives is 
scheduled for mid-March.  
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Blackburn & District Environment Protection Fund  
The Fund, sponsored by the Tree Society has allocated two grants for environment 
projects within the past year, one to Kingswood Junior College in Box Hill South and the 
other to Mount Pleasant Road Primary School in Nunawading. 
 
The Fund recently committed to part-funding a botanical survey and management plan 
for a remnant area of bushland within the Mount Pleasant Road Primary School grounds. 
The school community is keen to preserve and enhance this ‘patch’ of bush in perpetuity. 
 
Tree Society members can directly support worthwhile projects like this by donating to the 
Blackburn & District Environment Protection Fund: 
• The fund’s web-site address is http://blackburnenviro.wordpress.com/ 
• Donations can be made to the fund by: 

o Completing and sending a cheque to the fund at the following address: 
BDEPF, PO Box 210, Blackburn, VIC 3130 

o Making an on-line donation at http://www.givenow.com.au/cause1518 
 
President’s Annual Report 2013-2014  David Berry (November 2014) 
After having served the Tree Society as President for the past 15 years this will be my final report, 
as I will not be seeking re-election as President for 2015 and beyond. 
 
Over the 2013-14 period the Tree Society has been involved in the following activities and issues:  
For further details please refer to the society’s quarterly newsletters and/or the website. 
 
Moonscaping:  The committee raised concerns that too many trees are being removed 
within Whitehorse, mostly on residential land, by greedy and over-zealous developers.  We 
lobbied council, wrote letters to the local press and generally advocated for increased 
protection for the natural landscape, particularly that in private ownership within 
Whitehorse. To date there have been a few small ‘wins’ on this issue: 

1. The employment of a Tree Education Officer in council’s Planning Department to 
raise the profile and benefits of trees and vegetation on private land; 

2. Whitehorse City Council is considering the introduction of citywide tree and 
vegetation protection controls (Whitehorse Leader 15 December 2014).   The 
credit for this initiative goes to Cr Daw for putting a Motion to Council calling for 
whole-of-Whitehorse tree and vegetation controls in addition to the licensing of 
tree loppers and increasing the fines for unauthorized tree removal. A council 
officer report to Council’s December meeting estimated the cost of introducing 
and managing the vegetation controls city-wide would be around $600,000 per 
year – a modest amount indeed to protect and enhance the city’s natural 
landscape; 

3. The Housing and Neighbourhood Character Study and the resulting Amendment 
C160 to the Whitehorse Planning Scheme, if/when enacted, will afford more 
vegetation protection to a considerably larger area within Whitehorse beyond 
those neighbourhoods already afforded a measure of protection via Significant 
Landscape Overlays, Vegetation Protection Overlays and Environment Protection 
Overlays. 

 
The battle to save the Healesville Freeway Reserve in Vermont South as open space for 
community use continues and could well be decided by the results of the state 
government election in late November 2014. 
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The conversion of the land at 1 Lake Road Blackburn to a beautiful park in 2014.  Thanks to 
Central Ward Councillor Denise Massoud for getting the ball rolling via securing $100,000 
for new works on the land in the 2013-14 budget. Thanks also to council officers Dion Scott 
and Steve Day for making it happen and thanks to Mary Crouch, Anne Payne and other 
volunteer weeders for looking after the remnant vegetation on the site.  
 
Seventh Day Adventist (SDA) Land in Nunawading. 
The fight to save the important endangered remnant vegetation on this site continues with 
the proponent taking the proposed retirement village proposal straight to VCAT for a 
hearing in the first half of 2015. The landowner wants to construct a retirement village 
consisting of seven multi-storey buildings comprising 151 residential units, an auditorium, 
café and shop with associated road, path, fence and car park construction. The Tree 
Society will be making a presentation at the VCAT hearing opposing the development 
because over 80 trees, mostly indigenous, will be removed from this site if this over-blown, 
inappropriate development is allowed to proceed 
 
The writing and compilation of the society’s Fifty-Year History is scheduled for completion 
by the end of June 2015.  
 
The Blackburn and District Environment Protection Fund, sponsored by the society has 
been operational for seven years. Kingswood Junior College, Bungalook nursery and Mt. 
Pleasant Road Primary School Nunawading received environmental grants in 2014-15. 
 
The committee completed a tree society member survey during the reporting period. 
 
This year the Tree Society committee has been kept very busy making detailed submissions 
on the following topics: 
• The Whitehorse Housing and Neighbourhood Character Study culminating in 

Amendment C160 to the Whitehorse Planning Scheme 
• The Whitehorse Council Vision for the Healesville Freeway Reserve 
• Council’s Concept Development Plan for 36 Central Road Blackburn (aka 1 Lake 

Road) 
• Whitehorse Council Biodiversity Strategy 
• Whitehorse Council Recreation Strategy 
 
The Tree Society has responded to a number of planning applications to remove or prune 
trees in SLO areas within Whitehorse. We need our members and the community to remain 
vigilant and: 
• Follow up on applications for tree removals in their neighbourhoods and take the 

necessary steps of checking with council, talking with neighbours and making 
submissions to help retain the natural character of their local areas; 

• Inform the Tree Society committee of any development proposals that require our 
attention and action.  Fellow committee members (and particularly Ann Clayton, Mary 
Crouch and Anne Tan) deserve the plaudits from Whitehorse residents residing in SLO-
protected areas for their diligence on behalf of the natural environment. 

 
Three Newsletters have been produced and distributed over the past year. 
 
It was with much sadness that the Tree Society committee learned of the passing of long-
time committee member Liz Henry in August 2014.  Her friendship, commitment, botanical 
knowledge, skills and environmental advocacy will be sorely missed. 
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Many thanks to fellow committee members Ann Clayton, Mary Crouch, Les Smith and 
Anne Tan for their input, support and continued enthusiasm in the pursuit of environmental 
issues and activities on behalf of the Tree Society during 2014. 
 
Special congratulations to Les Smith, dubbed ‘the Godfather of Environmental 
Advocacy’, who was the worthy recipient of the Pride of Australia Environment Medal 
during 2014. 
  
Unfortunately Anne Tan resigned from the committee during the reporting period. Thanks 
Anne for your input and advocacy during your 18-month tenure on the Tree Society 
committee. 
 
Thanks also to Tree Society member Sally Polack for maintaining the society’s website (see 
http://home.vicnet.net.au/~bdtps/). Members are urged to check out the site for the 
latest campaign details, recent newsletters and submissions, historical material and 
photos.  We are interested in your feedback so please let us know what you think via 
mailto:bdtpsociety@gmail.com 
 
The society continues to be an important advocate for the environment in Whitehorse.  
We lobby council, provide advice to residents, respond to the many issues involving the 
natural environment and liaise with like-minded environmental groups to fight for the  
 
Contact with Members 
If you receive your newsletter through the post but have an email address, please let us 
know if you would be happy to hear from us by email.  Also, a few newsletters sent to 
email addresses have bounced – if you have changed your email address, could you 
please let us know. 
 
 
 

Postal address:  PO Box 5, Nunawading, 3131 
 
 

                    Subscriptions:      Family or single member $10.00 p.a. 
  Concession $5.00 p.a. 
  Junior $3.00 p.a. 
  Life $200.00 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 COMMITTEE  
 Secretary       Ann Clayton     9878 6585 
 Treasurer Mary Crouch 9894 3025 
 Members Les Smith 9874 2641 
  David Berry      9890 7915 
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BLACKBURN & DISTRICT TREE PRESERVATION SOCIETY INC. 
 

 Aims to: •  Promote and improve the natural  environment 
     in the City of Whitehorse 
• Promote an understanding of indigenous 

plants and the natural environment 
• Disseminate information to members 
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