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B&DTPS 2014 Membership Survey Responses 
Q1 How long have you been a member of the Blackburn & District Tree Preservation 
Society?     (Answered: 22, Skipped: 0) 

 
0-10 years 4 (18%) 

11-20 years 6 (27%) 
21-30 years 4 (18%) 
31-40 years 4 (18%) 

Over 40 years 4 (18%) 
 
Q2 Where do you permanently reside?   (Answered: 22, Skipped: 0) 
 
Within the Whitehorse municipality 15 (68%) 
In Victoria but not in Whitehorse 6 (27%) 
In Australia but not in Victoria 1 (5%) 
Outside Australia 0 (0%) 
 
Q3 Why did you originally become a member of the tree society?    
       (Answered: 21, Skipped: 1) 
 
Concern about loss of vegetation due to development in Blackburn. 
Passionate about our leafy environment 
I have always been passionate about protection of the unique treed environment in which I live...I 
am also a member of a local advisory committee 
I was interested in the past work done by the Society & their ethics when it comes to the 
importance of bushland, retaining bushland corridors & the rise in inappropriate removal of trees 
in the area as new residents moved in who did not know or care about this community's awareness 
of our reduction in bushland settings & the impact of it. 
To support a worthwhile enterprise as I value the environment. 
Out of interest about what was happening locally that you don't hear much about otherwise 
I support the objective of preserving and enhancing indigenous trees and bushlands 
To assist in reclamation of Yarran Dheran and other environmental causes 
Read about promotion of tree retention on major roads 
Because my wife and I wanted to support the retention of native trees - in particular in the 
Blackburn Bellbird area. 
My Mother (Iris Hocking) had been a Secretary and my interests encompass the society and I had 
a wealth of material to contribute for historical purposes. 
One reason we moved to Blackburn was because we love the trees, and want to actively support 
conservation and protection of the treed environment. 
Concern for local environment; impressed by their history; wanted to help at Bungalook. 
Offered as payment for work on website 
Tree Protection for all Whitehorse 
Actively interested in fighting for local open space and bushland parks’ issues so joined in 1980s 
Developed interest in the environment when I started gardening in 1971. Local action (BDTPS); 
broad action (ACF) 
Interest in tree preservation 
Ardent desire to maintain native vegetation and wildlife in the Melbourne Green Belt – especially 
around Blackburn 
We lived in Blackburn, loved the area and our local doctor was involved 
Spouse a member. Wanted to make a contribution to a better environment 
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Q4 What is your age?     (Answered: 20, Skipped: 2) 
 
20 years of age or younger 0 (0%) 
21-40 years of age 0 (0%) 
41-60 years of age 5 (25%) 
61-80 years of age 11 (55%) 
Over 80 years of age 4 (20%) 
 
Q5 Please list the important functions performed by the tree society (in order from most 
important to least important).   (Answered: 22; Skipped: 0) 
 
Advocate for vegetation protection in CW; Sponsor of Environmental Fund Pool of expertise for 
community to draw on re indigenous planting 
Protection Education 
Public education; lobbying local authorities and advocating for protection of local vegetation both 
remnant and more recently established vegetation. 
Responding to inappropriate development, planting & removal of plants; submissions for grants 
for various community projects; keeping the community informed on developments; a body that 
the community can come to for advice.  
There is no order. Everything the Society does is just as important. 
Lobbying for preservation of natural environment; Communicating to members about threats to 
the environment; Actively working for the environment e.g. tree planting 
Spreading knowledge about what is happening with the local environment and raising awareness 
of local campaigns; making WCC be environmentally aware; name and shame developers who 
leave moonscapes 
1. Submissions to town planning authorities 2. Lobbying for the protection of trees and bushlands 
and extensions of bushlands 3. Circulation of its brilliant newsletter and occasional special items 
to members 4. Education of people within the municipality on the importance of tree and bushland 
preservation. 
Environmental advocacy with local councils; maintaining Little Desert property and links to local 
community; planting and clean up working bees at local venues; disseminating environmental 
information to members and community 
Increase awareness; vigilance to good things (some hard fought for) being whittled away. 
1.Interacting with council on policy issues concerning protection of natural environment. 2. 
Heading and promoting representation on specific issues in which public support is required. 3. 
Monitoring and advising council and residents on planning applications which involve the 
removal of trees/natural open space  
4. Involvement with planting/replanting and associated projects throughout the city. 5. General 
dissemination of information on value and benefits of retaining open private and public space, 
trees and plants. 
Campaigning to Preserve Bushland; Providing Advice on Planting Raising funds to support the 
bushland environment 
Native Flora preservation; Native Fauna preservation; Community education; Political activism 
Attempting to protect what is left of our natural environment and reinstating where possible 
Identifies and acts to protect individual trees, and treed areas; provides a point of contact for the 
community regarding the protection of trees; is a respected body consulted by the Council - i.e. 
has influence with the local authority; actively lobbies Council and other relevant bodies; 
represents the community at hearings and meetings; lodges submissions and supports related 
community conservation efforts 
Representations to council; Bungalook; raising awareness locally; planting in parks. 
Fighting for the natural environment in our municipality 
Indigenous tree protection; Canopy and habitat trees; protection Education 
Lobby and advocate to preserve and enhance the natural environment in Whitehorse and beyond – 
directed towards Whitehorse residents, developers, like-minded community groups, semi-
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government authorities and all levels of government; produce and disseminate information on 
environmental issues via the society newsletter, website, community workshops and publications; 
respond to council and government policies and strategies that impact on the environment; liaise 
with and act as the political umbrella group for local community groups and organisations 
1. Pressure and influence in local and state government. 2. Organise working bees. 3. Teaching by 
excursions. 
1. Planning issues. 2. Preserving neighbourhood character. 3. Lobbying council and government 
as required. 
1. Planting native vegetation. 2. Educating the public. 3. Lobbying for its cause and raise funds to 
carry it out. 
1. Influencing development of the area to protect its ecology. 2. Publicising local flora, fauna and 
development matters. 3. Assisting garden plans to include suitable native plants. 4. Forming a 
friendly community oriented group. 5. Plant sales. 
 
Q6 Please identify the most important environmental issues that the tree society should be 
dealing with.     (Answered: 22, Skipped: 0) 
 
Retaining and enhancing biolinks in Whitehorse. 
Neighbourhood liveabilty (but with global issues influencing the context) 
Remove non-native trees from Whitehorse and put in native trees and understory plants. 
1. Healesville Freeway Reserve. 2. Preserving neighbourhood character. 
1. Healesville Freeway Reserve. 2. Trying to maintain Council standards for building 
environment. 
1. Vegetation loss within the city due to over-development. 2. Identifying, adding and enhancing 
the biolinks between parks and open spaces within (and beyond) Whitehorse. 3. The future of the 
Healesville Freeway Reserve land. 4. The Seventh Day Adventist land in Central Rd. 
Nunawading. 5. Implications of amendments to the Whitehorse Planning Scheme (i.e. 
Amendment C160) on more effective tree controls and protection of the neighbourhood character 
within Whitehorse.  
Local development – keeping it appropriate. 
Keeping authorities accountable on planning and environmental matters 
Fighting for the natural environment in our municipality 
Loss of trees and the increasing footprint of houses and other built infrastructure. 
Local planning issues and permits Encourage new planting. Essential for the future. 
Saving and adding to natural vegetation where possible 
Native sanctuary protection 
Short term it is the retention of the maximum amount of public open space/bushland in the 
Healesville Freeway Reserve. 
Central Road Public Space planning and development. Actively opposing any major development 
plan such as Seventh Day Adventist project in order to seek the best possible outcome for natural 
environment. 
Maintaining green corridors within local council 
1. Tree preservation 2. Planting of indigenous trees and bushland within the municipality 3. 
Protection and extension of bushlands within the municipality 
Preservation of habitat - not just individual significant trees, but whole ecosystems raise public 
awareness of local environmental issues 
Incursion of the built environment on natural reserves Loss of trees to development 
Educate the community on the importance of our environment, how we treat it & how we can 
improve & enjoy it more. 
Overdevelopment of blocks within significant vegetation overlay areas. Many homes are being 
demolished and replaced with larger properties (often multiple) with no room for planting or 
replacing vegetation 
Preservation of WCC unique environment 
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Q7 How can the Blackburn & District Tree Preservation Society raise its profile within the 
City of Whitehorse?    (Answered: 20, Skipped: 2) 
 
Continue high levels of consultation/advocacy on Issues. Work with council to educate them on 
the importance/values of habitat vegetation. Make it easy for the community to take matters to 
council. 
Provide guest speakers to civic & public functions, e.g., Council Meetings, Library, schools, etc. 
Through multi media avenues- traditional newspaper (Whitehorse Leader) as well as social media 
-create a Facebook page... 
We as members need to talk about it more. It is so hard to get the profile raised if people don't 
want to know! When new residents move to the area we could have an information pack available 
about the Society, bushland parks - committees, working bees, etc. WICCP & Greenlink, Planting 
options, bird lists, etc. Encourage a philosophy & pride in the uniqueness of our area. 
Not sure 
Articles in the Whitehorse Gazette on a weekly basis with photos Visit schools in the area 
I think that it does a good job for a small organisation 
No specific ideas - keep on doing much the same and ensuring name is publicised in any activity 
with which involved. 
Seeking publicity where appropriate. Lobbying Councillors and Council officials. 
Shoot the politicians, developers and userers. Expose the corrupt bastards that covertly or/and 
overtly manipulate the laws and functions of Councils and Courts; or proclaim absurdities via the 
media. 
This is very difficult as councils seem to more interested in what is called progress than the assets 
which already exist which makes the beauty of the city 
It is doing very well in this regard - no suggestion as to improvement 
Annoy them; develop a relationship with the local paper; become better known in the community; 
lobby the councillors themselves as well as council staff. Run or endorse candidates in council 
elections. 
More articles in the local paper 
Publicity Raise local issues with residents on the website 
A constant brainteaser to which I have no real answers. 
Fight for Council influence. Publicise bad decisions from Council. 
More publicity in ‘Whitehorse News’? 
I don’t really know. 
Promoting the TS on social media; maintaining and publicizing a vibrant website; ‘cosy-up’ to 
like-minded Whitehorse Crs; contribute more articles and Media Releases in local papers (and 
develop closer relationships with local journalists); wider distribution of the newsletter; TS 
promotion via talks to community, service, school etc. groups; develop and distribute a new 
residents’ kit on the importance of the Whitehorse environment and the roles the TS has played in 
preserving and enhancing this environment. 
 
Q8 What ideas do you have for improving the quarterly newsletter published by the tree 
society?       (Answered: 19, Skipped: 3) 
 
Include some images, but I understand the extra overheads for the production of more complex 
newsletters. 
Commission articles from leading environmentalists/climate change scientists and network with 
similar groups from other suburbs. 
Add some 'colour' through photos etc. 
I find the newsletter great, informative & I like getting it on line. I love reading about what is 
going on the area. Maybe more news of activities by the community - good things that are 
happening too. 
Good as is, but better formatting with the occasional photo would be an improvement 
More pictures? You already have some good articles 
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Good the way it is 
Consider introducing colour illustrations. 
Rather than .docx format (which is for editing) email it in PDF which can be more easily enlarged 
and navigated for reading. When you conduct a survey like this please don’t limit the size of these 
text boxes to rude dimensions. I see this is a free (10 questions and 100 responses) survey deal. 
Why not have one at the website? You would need to filter the SPAM out of course but it could 
become a static suggestions page. 
I am quite happy with the as is 
In this email era many people (me included) often don’t read and absorb detail as well as with 
hard copy. Maybe at the beginning of the newsletter put a summary of longer articles. 
Time to go online. 
An excellent newsletter already. 
Photos and local issues. Planning issues/problems. Feature a bushland park's history including 
Society's input into saving it for Open Space 
Not my area particularly compared with a bloke I met many years ago. 
Offer information about native trees in book/booklet form to members and the public. Provide 
advice for owners of gardens about nurturing trees, especially how, when and where to propagate. 
Satisfactory as it is. 
It may not be the flashiest publication around but it is always interesting earthy material. 
Improved format; more photos and illustrations; snappier. 
 
Q9 How do you think the tree society committee can best recruit new members?  
       (Answered: 21, Skipped: 1) 
 
Discover Whales in Blackburn Lake! Free stake knives for every new committee member! ?? 
Recruiting by contact with schools. 
Facebook - I would 'like' & 'share' all posts! Many other environmental causes and groups have 
Facebook sites 
Maybe appeal to the many Friends of bushland parks committees or members & Field Nats with a 
letter setting out the mission statement of the Society, some of the success stories & any plans the 
Society has. An appeal to like-minded people. Certainly an article in the local paper with an 
appeal for new members. Does the Council include the Society when it puts out its appeal for new 
members for advisory committees? 
Have you considered a name change to something snappier and more modern? that could make it 
more attractive to younger members. 
Could it gain access to information on property purchases and write to new residents in the 
municipality inviting them to join the society? 
I have no idea 
Try promotion through secondary and tertiary educational institutions, perhaps offer special 
nominal membership fee. 
Relates to publicity 
Advertise and canvas in schools, colleges and at markets, fetes and community protests. 
I am to old to follow the systems in the computer age we used to communicate through meetings 
but it appears this seems to be too time consuming today 
No ideas - all committees seem to have this problem. Just keep as high a profile as possible. 
Posters in schools, libraries, health centres, doctors offices, train stations. An active website. 
Perhaps recruit people on the basis of interest in particular issues - people may be willing to be 
involved if there is a particular issue to fight for that has an end in sight. Many are afraid of a long 
term commitment 
Networking all functions / forums and any club. Speaking at functions i.e. Rotary, Lions and 
Youth clubs 
Another brainteaser that makes me feel more practical than theoretical. 
Talk in high schools.  
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Have picnic days in local beauty spots with events that attract the younger residents. 
Noticeboards in public places. 
Talking to other volunteer groups. Letterbox drop in selected areas. 
A real challenge here! Younger generations do have commitments to similar things, but want and 
need to express them in their own way. Perhaps decline is inevitable but recording and celebrating 
achievements is important and can be passed on to other emerging groups (even laying out a 
challenge). 
Promote the Society more widely via website and social media. 
Develop strategies to engage younger members (e.g. new residents’ kit, talks to school parents’ 
associations. 
Target new members from high profile local environmental campaigns e.g. Healesville Freeway 
Reserve battle, accelerated vegetation loss in Whitehorse, SDA ‘Campground’ battle in 
Nunawading. 
 
Q10 Would you be interested in becoming more active in tree society activities? For 
example, by helping with campaigns, providing articles for the newsletter or joining the 
committee. Note: If you answer 'Yes' (or if you wish to be entered into the draw for a prize for 
completing this survey) please provide your contact details in the answer box.  
      (Answered: 18, Skipped: 4) 
 
Happy to identify myself but not because I need a new set of stake knives. (Name provided). 
Yes. (Name and address provided)  
I'm always interested in becoming more active in the society activities but am also aware that I 
can only stretch myself so far! Then when I'm unable to do it I feel I let the side down! 
Sorry, but no. 
Not while I'm still working, thanks 
No 
I am already involved. 
Yes as liaison with the Hamilton Field Naturalist Club of which I am now a member because that 
is where I reside. 
I am already overcommitted to voluntary activities, but will always try to support campaigns or 
special issues. 
I am a life member of BDTPS, but now that I have moved to another area I'm too far to be a lot of 
use, and my new local area keeps me busy with similar causes. 
Happy to help with website. (Name and email address provided) 
Yep 
Not likely to be the tree society but after 5 years travelling around Australia I want to get involved 
in a community again somewhere. Another brainteaser when all I have to my name is a rust-
bucket campervan.  
(Name and address provided). 
Am currently very active in the TS. (Name provided). 
(Name and address provided - sent a donation with response). 
Regrettably I am unable to be actively involved as I have a spinal fracture; please accept donation 
cheque for $100. (Name and address provided). 
No. (Name and address provided) 
No! Since moving out of the area many years ago I have maintained membership to hear what is 
going on. I also find the work done and reporting of it is inspiring in its own way. Great effort by 
a dedicated small group!! (Name provided). 
 


