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Blackburn 
  and dis t r ic t                                                     
Tree Preservat i on  
Soc ie ty Inc.  
 
 
NEWSLETTER No 236           June 2014 
 
Loss of Vegetation 
Drive or walk anywhere through Whitehorse and you will see block after block, intended for 
residential development, which has been savagely razed and denuded of any vegetation following 
demolition of existing structures.  Common to these sites is that they are treeless with remnant 
vegetation ripped out to facilitate bigger or higher density development on the land.  Moonscaping 
is the most appropriate name for this.  It is common for developers to remove most of the 
vegetation, and even topsoil, to reduce construction costs by allowing equipment ready access. 
 
Because landscape alteration typically results in modification of native vegetation cover leading in 
turn to a loss of habitat for many species, it is incumbent on Council planners to design, regulate 
and enforce sustainable urban development guidelines. Habitat fragmentation and landscape change 
wrought by moonscaping poses a dramatic threat to the leafy environs of Whitehorse and a 
concerted planning regimen is urgently required to arrest further loss. 
 
The Tree Society website, http://www.bdtps.wordpress.com, contains a comprehensive article on 
this issue complete with photos illustrating current ‘moonscaping’ practices in Blackburn South.  
 
 
Green and Leafy Whitehorse? (Going, Going, Gone!) 
 
Too many trees are being removed from the landscape within Whitehorse, mostly from privately 
owned residential land ‘ripe’ for development but also from larger sites. The result will be a stark, 
cheerless and depressing landscape devoid of any natural character. 
By way of example, at an Orchard Grove, Blackburn South residential property late last month four 
indigenous Eucalypts (each approximately 80 years old) were removed along with other mature 
non-indigenous trees and vegetation.  

This occurred despite pleas and submissions by local residents and the Blackburn & District Tree 
Preservation Society to Whitehorse City Council Planning staff, Whitehorse Councillors, the 
owner/developer and the tree loppers.  
It is tragic, but the trees never had any protection (Residential 1 Zone) under the current Whitehorse 
Planning Scheme, despite their habitat, amenity and natural character values.  
No, they were not even on the city’s ‘Significant Tree Register’! 

In this city no protection means no chance! 
The Permit Application on the site called for comments on the 3-lot development proposed for the 
site, but what’s the point?  The trees have gone! 
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This site will become Neighbourhood Residential Zone/Limited Change in July this year if 
Council’s Amendment C160 to the Planning Scheme is accepted by the State Government, with, 
(hopefully), stricter tree protection controls.  

And this is only one example of the feverish development activity of late within Blackburn South 
and non-Significant Landscape Overlay (SLO) areas of Forest Hill and Blackburn, and probably in 
all suburbs of Whitehorse. 
The reasons for this?  

• Possibly impending amendments to the Whitehorse Planning Scheme 
• Probably the State-sanctioned push for ‘infill’ residential development within Melbourne  
• Assuredly the greed of developers & 
• Finally the perception by many residents and community groups that Whitehorse Council is 

‘open for business’ and very much pro-development. 
 
All to the detriment of the city’s natural character. 
Surely there must be a mechanism for Council to call a moratorium on any further tree loss within 
proposed Neighbourhood Residential/Limited Change areas in Whitehorse until the Planning 
Scheme is amended in July. 
 
The Tree Society has been advocating for the city’s natural environment for so long, and we’ve 
seen so much unnecessary destruction in the name of ‘development’. that we have become sceptical 
about any future for ‘green and leafy’ Whitehorse. 
‘Before’ and ‘After’ photos of the Orchard Grove, Blackburn South property moonscaping can be 
viewed on the society’s website at: http://www.bdtps.wordpress.com 
 

 
Stop Press! 
The Tree Society committee has initiated a campaign to help combat the accelerated tree and 
vegetation loss in Whitehorse, along with associated ‘moonscaping’ practices and over-
development.  We are planning to leaflet areas currently being over-developed or have that 
potential, including those precincts now zoned Residential 1 that have been recommended to 
become Neighbourhood Residential/Limited Change in July via Amendment C160 to the 
Whitehorse Planning Scheme. We would also include residential areas around (and within) 
Significant Landscape Overlay zones and those bordering parks in the city.  
There are a number of ways you can help: 

• Write letters, send emails or telephone and speak to Whitehorse Councillors on this issue. Their 
contact details can be found on the Whitehorse Council website at 
http://www.whitehorse.vic.gov.au/Councillors.html 

• Help organise and implement the campaign e.g. writing Media Releases, writing to State 
politicians, organising volunteers or delivering leaflets. For further information please contact 
David Berry on 9890 7915 or mailto:polaber2@gmail.com 

• Make a donation to help pay for printing to support the leafleting campaign. Donations can be 
made via the Tree Society-sponsored Blackburn & District Environment Protection Fund by:  

o Completing and sending a cheque to the fund at BDEPF, PO Box 210, Blackburn, VIC 
3130 or 

o Making an on-line donation at http://www.givenow.com.au/cause1518 
NB: When making a donation on this issue please make sure you state that you want 
the money used to pay for the ‘Vegetation Loss in Whitehorse’ Campaign. 
The fund’s web-site address is http://blackburnenviro.wordpress.com/ 



TSJune2014Newsletter.doc Page 3 of 8 

Draft Whitehorse Urban Biodiversity Strategy for Council Managed Open Space, 
Streetscapes and Community Facilities. 
 
In May the Tree Society committee forwarded a submission to Council in support of this initiative. 
The committee, however, identified a number of issues in the draft document that need to be 
addressed in the final version of the Biodiversity Strategy.  
 
These issues include: 
1.  Evaluating the implementation and success of the Urban Biodiversity Strategy depends on 
generating a regular review process involving all stakeholders over the 10-year life span of the 
Strategy.  
Unfortunately the implementation of the Biodiversity Strategy doesn’t appear to have been listed as 
a key initiative or to have attracted any funding in Council’s draft 2014-15 Budget. A firm 
commitment to funding for the implementation of the Strategy is required for the 10-year lifespan 
and not merely for the creation of the Strategy itself. 
 
The next step is to develop a detailed Biodiversity Action Plan, elements of which should include: 
• Setting up a Biodiversity Strategy Action Committee (BSAC) comprising pivotal WCC staff, 

Councillor(s), representatives from council-employed contractors/consultants with expertise in 
this area and representatives from relevant community groups (e.g. bushland park advisory 
committees). The Strategy should be managed and the activities of BSAC coordinated by a full-
time council-employed Biodiversity Officer. 

• The roles of the Biodiversity Officer and BSAC would include: 
o Identify the measuring and monitoring tools and the Key Performance Indicators for 

each Action 
o Develop a detailed review schedule for each Action (e.g. 6-monthly for short-term and 

annually for medium- and long-term actions) and  
o Provide progress reports to Council and the community twice yearly. 

 
2.  Even though this Strategy deals exclusively with publicly owned community assets managed by 
Council, any actions arising from the Strategy must invite similar outcomes from adjacent 
landholders (e.g. land owned and managed by government authorities and residential land) to 
ensure connectivity of the purpose and outcomes of the Strategy. 
 
3.  The Urban Biodiversity Strategy must complement relevant existing Council policies and, in 
turn, be complemented by them e.g. the Recreation1, Open Space, Sustainability, Streetscape and 
Urban Forest Strategies and the Significant Tree Register.  
(1 The Whitehorse Recreation Strategy Plan 2004-9 is now a historical document and requires 
urgent review.  Resident surveys on recreation, commissioned by Council in 2011, demonstrated a 
strong swing away from active towards passive recreational pursuits within Whitehorse. Likewise 
the Significant Street Tree Register is overdue for review.)  
 
Reviewing and updating the Significant Tree Register, particularly in relation to indigenous trees, 
the Street Tree policy and management of wind damage on the trees within our parks are important 
points for consideration and inclusion.  
 
It is also highly desirable that opportunities for community consultation be made available when 
strategies are reviewed (e.g. the Streetscape and Urban Forest Strategy).  
 
4. Money from Council’s Open Space Reserve Fund must be utilized more proactively in support of 
the Biodiversity Strategy (and other Open Space-related Council Strategies) by providing funds (in 
addition to the strategic purchase of land for open space and maintenance of existing parks) for: 
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• The Whitehorse Biodiversity Officer position  
• BSAC administration 
• Implementation of the Biodiversity Actions as listed in the Strategy  
• Monitoring and evaluating the Strategy and 
• Reporting outcomes of the Strategy. 
 
 
Healesville Freeway Reserve Land Campaign Updates 
 
1. As of mid-June 2014 VicRoads has yet to release the final Structure Plan for the 
development of the Healesville Freeway Reserve. For almost four months now the ‘latest’ 
information posted on the VicRoads website has been: 

‘… A final land use concept is now being prepared based on the “Shared Path” concept that 
was discussed with the community in November 2013.  This concept accommodates all the high 
priority interests that were determined through the community consultation process. Further 
enhancements to the shared path concept based on some of the great ideas that were provided by 
the community, are currently being assessed. VicRoads will continue to work with Whitehorse City 
Council to achieve a balanced outcome for all stakeholders in the Healesville Freeway Reservation 
Renewal Project...’ 

2. The Friends of Healesville Freeway Reserve (Whitehorse) held a successful Community 
Action Day in March to rally support for the retention of the 35-hectare ex-freeway reserve in 
Forest Hill/Vermont/Vermont South as open space. VicRoads, the manager of the land, is 
determined to sell off most of the land to property developers for housing. This plan has the support 
of the Napthine Government.  
 
The community action day exceeded all expectations with an estimated 400 people in attendance to 
hear our Federal, State and Local politicians’ views on the future of the reserve, to examine displays 
of the five land use concepts and, most importantly, to vote on their preferred concept.  
 
The Five Land Use Concepts 
1. Australian Labor Party Option - Retain all of the reserve as public open space; transfer 

reserve management to Parks Victoria; allocate $650,000 towards a shared path; appoint a 
community-based Management Committee. 

2. City of Whitehorse Vision - 19% ‘affordable’ housing; east west shared pathway/biolink; 
Davy Lane Reserve sports upgrade; urban agriculture precinct; some remnant vegetation lost to 
housing; 18th hole of golf course preserved. 

3. Community Option: ‘Concept 4 Preservation’ - No housing; includes shared path/biolink; 
preservation of all remnant vegetation; extension of Bellbird Dell Reserve: extension of 
Vermont Secondary College; development of historic precincts; Nadrasca farm preserved in 
perpetuity; educational facilities expanded. 

4. Community Option: ‘Concept 5 Low Impact Housing’ - Shared path/biolink; 20%  
‘affordable’ housing; preservation of all remnant vegetation; extension of Bellbird Dell Reserve: 
extension of Vermont Secondary College; development of historic precincts; Nadrasca farm 
preserved in perpetuity; educational facilities expanded. 

5. VicRoads/Napthine Government ‘Shared Path’ Concept - 60% low- & medium-density 
housing; shared path/biolink; substantial remnant vegetation lost to housing; 10-year lease for 
Nadrasca farm. 

Voting Results 
The result is overwhelmingly in favour of retaining the HFR corridor as Open Space with 85% of 
first preference votes being for one of the two 100% Open Space options. 
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Amount of Open 
Space & Housing 
(%)  

Preferred Option  

(% Voted for) ⇒ 

HFR Concept 

⇓  

 

1st Preference 

 

2nd Preference 

 

3rd Preference 

 

4th Preference 

 

5th Preference 

ALP Option 

 

43% 26% 14% 13% 4% 100% Open 
Space  

Community ‘Concept 4 
Preservation’ 

42% 45% 8% 4% 1% 

City of Whitehorse 
Vision 

3% 11% 35% 50% 1% 80% Open Space 
& 20% Housing  

Community ‘Concept 5 
Low Impact Housing’ 

12% 17% 42% 29% 1% 

40% Open Space 
& 60% Housing  

VicRoads ‘Shared Path’ 
Concept 

Less than 1% 1% 1% 4% 93% 

 
The Friends of Healesville Freeway Reserve and the wider community call upon VicRoads and the 
Napthine State government to abandon their plans to sell off the bulk of this land to property 
developers for housing and, instead, comply with the community wishes to preserve the reserve as 
open space in perpetuity.  
 
As an interim measure VicRoads must postpone any decisions and actions (including the signing of 
contracts) on the reserve’s future until after the Victorian election in November. 
For further information please check out the web site for the Friends of Healesville Freeway 
Reserve (Whitehorse) at http://www.friendsofthehealesvillefreewayreserve.org/ 
 
 
Planning Permit Application for the Retirement Village Complex at 131-173 Central Road 
Nunawading 
 
As of early June 2014 no further information has been forthcoming on this proposal including any 
decision by Whitehorse Council on the fate of the permit application. 
The owners want to build seven multi-storey buildings containing 151 residential units, an 
auditorium, café and shop with associated road, path, fence and car park construction. The site is 
one of the most important natural sites in private ownership within Whitehorse. So much so that it 
has an Environmental Significance Overlay and a Significant Landscape Overlay protecting the 
endangered and rare Valley Heathy Forest on the land. 
 
All-in-all over 80 trees, mostly indigenous, will be destroyed to make way for the development if 
the permit is granted.  
 
 
Whitehorse Housing & Neighbourhood Character (HANC) Review 2013-14 (Amendment 
C160 to the Whitehorse Planning Scheme) 

Whitehorse Council adopted Amendment C160 to the Whitehorse Planning Scheme at the 28 April 
2014 council meeting.  This proposed Amendment was adopted with changes as a result of 
community feedback and after a comprehensive consultation process 
The Amendment has been forwarded to the Minister for Planning for approval under section 20(4)  
the Planning and Environment Act 1987. 
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Whitehorse Council draft Concept Plan for the Development of 1 Lake Road Blackburn (also 
known as 36 Central Road!) 
 

Works started in early June on the conversion of this site into a lovely park.  
In mid-May the Tree Society formally responded to Council’s concept for the 8 residential lot site 
on the corner of Central and Lake Roads in Blackburn. 
The following is an excerpt from the committee’s response: 

‘…Council and the consultants are to be commended for the community consultation process 
undertaken culminating in the development of the plan. 
The Tree Society committee is fully supportive of the proposed works on the site that will enhance 
the natural amenity of the area and complement the natural values of the adjoining Blackburn Lake 
Sanctuary...’ 
 In the Society’s submission a number of points were made that would improve the concept further. 
These included: 
- Extension of the indigenous grasslands and the propagation and planting of indigenous grasses 

from seed collected from the remnants. 
- Retaining four native eucalypts for their canopy and aesthetic values. 

- Creating a second ephemeral marshland on site. 
- A recommendation that the indigenous planting palette on site be diverse and mimic the plant 

species within Blackburn Lake Sanctuary. 
- The buffer plantings on the southern perimeter should be predominantly upper and ground- 

storey species with a smattering of middle-storey plants to soften the bulk of the Regis 
buildings. 

- The woody weeds (i.e. Poplars) located on the Central Road verge near the sanctuary should be 
removed immediately. Regis management must be consulted about removal of the Poplars on 
their land in the same location at the same time. 

Weeding activities are being carried out in the indigenous grassland sections of the land – for 
details please contact the Tree Society committee for dates and times. 
 
 
Blackburn & District Environment Protection Fund  
(The Fund is sponsored by the Tree Society) 
 
Three local organisations have received environmental grants of up to $500 in the current 2014-15 
fund program. They are: 
- Kingswood College Junior School (Box Hill South),  
- Mt. Pleasant Road Primary School (Nunawading) and  
- Bungalook community indigenous plant nursery in Blackburn South.  

 
• The fund’s web-site address is http://blackburnenviro.wordpress.com/ 
• Donations can be made to the fund by: 

o Completing and sending a cheque to the fund at the following address: 
BDEPF, PO Box 210, Blackburn, VIC 3130 

o Making an on-line donation at http://www.givenow.com.au/cause1518 
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Tree Society Membership Survey 
 
The committee is pleased to report a healthy response to the Society’s Membership Survey 
conducted earlier this year with over 25% of members completing and returning surveys. 
The responses have been collated but have yet to be fully analyzed.  
The final results and analysis will be posted on the Tree Society’s website as soon as possible and 
will also be published in the next newsletter (as will the lucky prize winners!).  
Some interim findings include: 

• Over 50% of respondents have been Tree Society members for 21 years or more 
• 18% have been members for less than 10 years 
• 68% of respondents live in Whitehorse 
• 27% reside in Victoria but not in Whitehorse 
• 75% of respondents are aged 61 years and older 
• 100% of respondents are aged 41 years and older 
• Reasons for joining the Society included the high value placed on the city’s natural 

landscape – it preservation and enhancement; love of trees and need for tree 
protection; fighting for open space and bushland parks; protection of bushland 
corridors; making a contribution to a better environment. 

• Respondents stated that the most important functions performed by the Society 
included environmental advocacy, education about environmental issues, lobbying 
authorities on environmental and planning issues (including writing submissions), 
campaigning to preserve and enhance bushland, organizing environmental activities 
e.g. workshops, plantings and publishing the quarterly newsletter. 

• The most important current issues included the preservation of the Healesville 
Freeway Reserve as open space; development and enhancement of Biolinks 
throughout Whitehorse; preserving neighbourhood character; opposing vegetation 
loss and overdevelopment within Whitehorse; responding to amendments to the 
Whitehorse Planning Scheme from a natural landscape perspective; fighting to 
preserve the SDA ‘Campground’ site in Nunawading; management and extension of 
bushland parks. 

• The following suggestions were made to help raise the profile of the Society: better use 
of social media; more talks at schools, service clubs etc.; more frequent articles in local 
newspapers; develop a new residents’ kit; lobby councillors and council officers; run or 
endorse ‘green’ candidates in council elections; keep the website current and 
interesting. 

• For improvement of the newsletter many respondents were happy with the current 
content and format. However others suggested the addition of photos, line drawings 
and articles from environment experts; emailing the newsletter in pdf format to allow 
for easier manipulation of the text for reading; putting an ‘open’ suggestion box on the 
website. 

• Regarding the recruitment of new and younger members suggestions included talks in 
schools and local tertiary institutions; use of social media (including Facebook); liaison 
with like‐minded community groups; maybe a new, snappier and more modern title 
for the Society; early access to new residents moving into Whitehorse; posters in 
libraries, community notice‐boards and public meeting places; use current 
environmental campaigns and issues to attract new members (e.g. the Healesville 
Freeway Reserve campaign). 

• Most respondents (except those on the committee or managing the website and thus 
already actively involved in the Society’s activities) either didn’t wish, or were unable, 
to become more actively involved in the Tree Society’s activities. Over 25% of the 
respondents did not respond to this question at all. 
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The lucky ‘survey completion’ winners will each receive one of the following prizes: 
1st Prize: a copy of Flora of Melbourne: a guide to the indigenous plants of the greater 
Melbourne area, fully revised 4th Edition by Marilyn Bell with line drawings by George Stolfo.  
2nd Prize: A copy of Trees of Victoria & Adjoining Areas: Pocket Book,  
6th Edition by Leon Costermans. 
3rd Prize: A copy of the Tree Society booklet: Plant Indigenous: a Guide for Whitehorse. 
 
A big thankyou to all those members who completed surveys; your responses will underpin the Tree 
Society’s activities for the next few years. 
 
60 Main Street Development 
The 60 Main Street development is off to VCAT along with the one at 104 Main Street. 
It was very disappointing to learn that dispensation was granted for the 60 Main Street development 
to go to the tribunal well after the allotted time. No changes have been made to the original plans 
that Council slammed as being an over development in many aspects of the SLO2 planning scheme 
 
Council's draft Biodiversity Strategy  
This plan was put out for comment but the timeline was so short that it limited community 
comment. It was good to see ideas such as more no mow areas and creation of more corridors, but 
with no definite budget or stated time schedule the exercise may become pointless. 
 
 
 COMMITTEE  
 President David Berry      9890 7915 
 Secretary       Ann Clayton     9878 6585 
 Treasurer Les Smith       9874 2641 
 Members Mary Crouch 9894 3025 
  Anne Tan 9878 2748  
  
 
  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Postal address:  PO Box 5, Nunawading, 3131 
 

                    Subscriptions:      Family or single member $10.00 p.a. 
  Concession $5.00 p.a. 
  Junior $3.00 p.a. 
  Life $200.00 
 
 

BLACKBURN & DISTRICT TREE PRESERVATION SOCIETY INC. 
 
Aims to: •  Promote and improve the natural  environment 

     in the City of Whitehorse 
• Promote an understanding of indigenous 

plants and the natural environment 
• Disseminate information to members 


