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Tree Society Membership Survey 
As it is well over ten years since the committee last surveyed its membership we have 
decided to ask members to complete a survey in 2014. 
- If you receive a hard copy of the Tree Society newsletter a copy of the survey is enclosed 
with the newsletter. Mail all completed hard copies of the survey to B&DTPS Membership 
Survey, PO Box 5, Nunawading, VIC 3131. 
- If you are on the society’s email address list you will be emailed the survey completion 
details.  
In either case all members who complete and return their membership surveys by Friday 
11 April 2014 will be entered into a draw to win a number of prizes. 
So get to it! 
 
 
Healesville Freeway Reserve Land Campaign Updates 
1. VicRoads & the Napthine Government announced on 24 February 2014 that the 

Shared Path/Biolink concept was their preferred development option for the 
Healesville Freeway Reservation (HFR). This option includes: 

* 60% of the land being sold for low- and medium-density housing 
* A shared path/biolink from Springvale Road to Boronia Road 
* Preservation of some of the remnant vegetation on the reserve  
* A 10-year lease for the Nadrasca farm located at Morack Road. 

For more information refer to the VicRoads project website: 
http://consult.vicroads.vic.gov.au/hfrconsult 
2. On Tuesday 25 February 2014 State ALP Opposition Leader Daniel Andrews announced 

that, if elected in November this year, the ALP will:  
* Retain 100% of the HFR as public open space (i.e. no housing development on the 
land) 
* Transfer the management of the reserve to Parks Victoria 
* Allocate $650,000 towards a shared path 
* Appoint a Committee of Management made up of interested members of the 
community. 
This is a great outcome for the community and the Friends of the Healesville 
Reserve (Whitehorse) because the status of the land will be secured forever as 
public open space. 
This issue has emerged as a major policy point-of-difference between the two 
major political parties and will be an important political issue in determining the 
outcome in the state electorate of Forest Hill at the next election.  
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3. STOP PRESS!!  The Friends of the Healesville Freeway Reserve are holding 

a Community Action Day on Sunday 23 March 2014 from 10 a.m. to 2.00 p.m. at the 
George Road end of the Bellbird Dell in Vermont South (Melway 62 J-6). 

The aims of the Action Day are to: 
• Enable the Whitehorse community to view and discuss the ALP, Community and 

Whitehorse Council concept plans for the development of the Healesville 
Freeway Reserve 

• Compare them with the ‘Shared Path/Biolink concept put forward by VicRoads 
in November 2013 

• From 12 noon hear the views of our elected representatives (State, Local and 
Opposition) on the future for the Healesville Freeway Reserve  

Assist Whitehorse community members in making informed decisions regarding the future 
uses &development of this important 35-hectare site. 

All Welcome – Free Sausage Sizzle! 
For further information please check out the web site for the Friends of Healesville 
Freeway Reserve (Whitehorse) at 
http://www.friendsofthehealesvillefreewayreserve.org/ 

 
 
Whitehorse City Council’s Vision for the Healesville Freeway Reservation  
In late January Whitehorse City Council (WCC) revealed its Vision for the Development of 
the Healesville Freeway Reservation (HFR) and announced a 14-day public consultation 
period. Council’s Vision can be viewed at: 

http://www.whitehorse.vic.gov.au/Agendas-Minutes-2014.html  
See relevant documents (Council Meeting Agenda and Attachment 2 Appendices 1-4) 
for the 28 January 2014 Council meeting. 
 
The Tree Society made a submission on the Vision, and, although we have criticisms, 
overall, it is far superior to the three concepts provided by VicRoads.  
Key points in support of council’s Vision: 

• Provision for ‘social and affordable’ mixed-density housing on 19% of the site with 
access from existing road networks is supported by the BDTPS  

• Establishing a habitat corridor between Bellbird Dell and Dandenong Creek is strongly 
supported. However this corridor must be extended west to Springvale Road 
connecting pockets of remnant vegetation and important habitat zones in the central 
and western sections of the reserve 

• Minimizing the number of road crossing points is logical and the width of the 
biolink/shared pathway, at 12 metres, is 2 metres wider than that proposed in the 
VicRoads ‘Shared Path’ concept 

• Grade separation of the shared pathway for Terrara and Morack Roads is strongly 
supported 

• The Tree Society supports the concept and location of a facility opposite Nadrasca 
and south of Vermont Secondary College for use by the community and school 

• The provision of a parcel of land immediately south of Vermont Secondary College to 
that school for exclusive use, or use as a shared resource with Nadrasca and the local 
community, is an excellent idea 

• Continued provision of educational programs by Box Hill Institute on the HFR (eastern 
section) is strongly supported. 

 
However the Tree Society committee had a number of issues/criticisms with the Council 
Vision: 
Locating a shared pathway through remnant vegetation can fragment, alter drainage 
patterns, introduce weeds and damage the quality of the indigenous vegetation. Either 
re-route, or take great care in orienting and building the path, in order to minimize 
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damage to remnant vegetation (trees, middle- and under-storey vegetation, 
including indigenous orchids) 

There are financial implications for Council in the development and management of the 
HFR as per Council’s Vision. We believe that Council has adequate funds (existing and 
projected) in its Public Open Space and Council Development Reserves to develop and 
maintain the open space and facilities on the Healesville Freeway Reserve. (Note: 
upwards of $40 million from these reserves has been expended on the redevelopment & 
refurbishment of Box Hill Aqualink over the past few years). 
 
According to Drawing ST101 – Significant Tree Locations, there are 26 ‘Significant Trees’ 
located on the 35-hectare HFR site. This raises a number of questions: 

• What is Council’s definition of a significant tree in this context? 
• What resources were used in determining the number, locations and identity of the 

trees? 
• What is the breakdown of exotic vs. native vs. indigenous species for the trees? 
• Are any environmental weeds listed as ‘significant’ on the site? 
• Have any recent flora surveys been sponsored by Council to determine the 

location, identity and significance of the trees on the Healesville Freeway 
Reservation? 

• What studies have been undertaken and conclusions reached regarding: 
o The habitat values of various sections of the land;  
o The value of stands of trees rather than individual specimens and  
o The location, identity and habitat value of lower storey plant communities 

(including indigenous orchid species)? 
 
 
Planning Permit Application for the Retirement Village Complex at 131-173 Central Road 
Nunawading 
As of early March 2014 a decision has yet to be made by Whitehorse Council on the fate 
of the permit application. 
The owners want to build seven multi-storey buildings containing 151 residential units, an 
auditorium, café and shop with associated road, path, fence and car park construction. 
The site is one of the most important natural sites in private ownership within Whitehorse. So 
much so that it has an Environmental Significance Overlay and a Significant Landscape 
Overlay protecting the endangered and rare Valley Heathy Forest on the land. 
All-in-all over 80 trees, mostly indigenous, will be destroyed to make way for the 
development if the permit is granted.  
The Tree Society committee has compiled a list detailing the important features of the 
trees to be removed (including species, height, canopy and trunk diameters, habitat 
value, worthy of retention rating and location on the site) and we can only conclude that 
over 75% of these indigenous trees must be retained!  The only reason for destroying them 
is that they are sited on the massive building footprint for the proposed development. 
These trees have been dismissed as ‘scattered trees’ by both the proponents and the 
Victorian Department of Environment and Primary Industries (DEPI).  We think they are far 
more important than this crude description and deserve to be fought for, saved and 
protected. 
 
 
Whitehorse Housing & Neighbourhood Character (HANC) Project 2013-14  
The HANC project is currently in the implementation phase.  Following on from the public 
consultation that occurred in September and October last year (when the Tree Society 
made a formal submission on the project) Council has finalised the 3 core documents 
comprising the strategy, now in Final Draft format.  These are the Whitehorse Housing 
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Strategy, the Whitehorse Neighbourhood Character Study and the Whitehorse 
Neighbourhood Activity Centre Urban Design Guidelines.  
In January Council endorsed the translation of the HANC work into Planning Scheme 
Controls that are now within the proposed Draft Planning Scheme Amendment C160. 
Council has called for public feedback on Amendment C160 between 14 February and 
14 March 2014. To find out more about the new planning controls that comprise 
Amendment C160, or for more information about the HANC Review, visit council’s 
dedicated website at http://www.ourhousingfuture.com.au 
 
Tree Society committee members, along with representatives from other Whitehorse 
residents’ and community groups attended a Q&A session on 20 February hosted by 
Council’s Planning Officers and the consultants working on the project.  This was followed 
by a drop-in community information session open to all interested Whitehorse residents. 
 
In addition a CROWAG meeting was held on 3 March 2014 to discuss outstanding issues 
that Whitehorse residents’ groups have with the HANC review thus far.  Representatives of 
the Tree Society (BDTPS), Blackburn Village Residents’ Group (BVRG), HAG, Mitcham 
Residents’ Association (MRA) and the West of Elgar Residents’ Association (WERA), 
attended the meeting. 
Issues that were discussed at length and will form the basis of individual group submissions 
as well as a combined CROWAG submission included: 

• Building height inconsistencies in Bush Suburban Zones (e.g. the proposed 10.5 m. 
 building height as stated in Bush Suburban 2 equates to a three-storey 
development!) 

• Bush Environment Zone front setbacks should be greater 
• Rear setbacks are too short 
• Removal of Mandatory and use of Maximum building heights 
• Two dwellings on an acre block division  - is future sub-division a possibility?! 
• Walkability distances were queried 
• Canopy tree requirements - there should be more than two canopy trees required 

on residential blocks in Bush Environment Zones and Bush Suburban Zones, with at 
least two canopy trees on blocks in other residential zones 

• Interconnecting biolinks should be planned for and constructed throughout the 
whole of the municipality with safe walking and cycling paths for pedestrians and 
cyclists and easy access to medium-sized and large parks and open spaces for 
passive recreation 

• The real and immediate problem of ‘Moonscaping’, especially in residential areas 
not covered by landscape or vegetation overlays 

• Advertising with yellow permit signage and alerting community action groups i.e. 
Tree Society etc. 

• 'Limited Change' zones for all residences bordering parks, large open spaces and 
linear links (e.g. creeks, pipe track, suitable streets and roads, the Healesville 
Freeway Reservation). 

• Extension of Significant Landscape Overlays and Vegetation Protection Overlays 
throughout Whitehorse. 

• Council’s role in preserving and managing large tracts of 'disputed 'open space in  
• Whitehorse into the future (e.g. Healesville Freeway Reservation, SDA 

‘Campground’ land in Nunawading). 
Other associated issues that were discussed included: 

• The Significant Tree Register (2002) needs reviewing with more trees nominated. All 
indigenous trees should be included in the Register. Some significant trees have 
been wrongly identified 

• Discussion about the Council’s Public Open Space and Council Development funds 
and to what purposes they are utilized with particular reference to the strategic 
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purchase of open space within the city  

• The perception that Council is failing in its duty in creating linkages to parks which 
could help alleviate quality of life issues associated with more medium and high 
density housing being mooted for the city 

Many thanks to Mary Crouch for taking the meeting notes. 
 
It is planned to hold a CROWAG meeting at least twice yearly to discuss current planning 
and other issues facing the Whitehorse community. 
It is also planned that reps from the residents’ groups speak at the April or May Council 
meeting when the final iteration of Amendment C160 comes before Council for 
endorsement.  
 
 
New Website Address for the Tree Society  
As from January 2014 the Tree Society’s new website address is: 
http://bdtps.wordpress.com/ 
Please check out the site for the latest campaign details, recent newsletters and 
submissions, historical material and photos. 
We are interested in your feedback so please let us know what you think via 
mailto:bdtpsociety@gmail.com 
 
 
Blackburn & District Environment Protection Fund  
(The Fund is sponsored by the Tree Society) 
• Fund committee members recently visited Kingswood College Junior School to view 

the indigenous planting activities carried out by Grade 4 students during 2013. The 
school was a recipient of a cash grant for an environmental project from the fund.  The 
grant money was used to purchase 300 indigenous plants that were plant ed in 
mulched beds under existing indigenous eucalypts in the school grounds. To the credit 
of the school and students only a handful of plants were lost over the harsh summer 
period.  The BDEPF committee has provided Kingswood College with another grant to 
continue the planting program during 2014-15. 

• The fund has been directly involved with the Healesville Freeway Reservation (HFR) 
campaign with over $2,000 in donations targeted for this purpose being deposited in 
the fund so far.  Donors can claim donations as a tax deduction and the money has 
been used for printing leaflets and posters, preparing banners, hiring equipment for the 
upcoming Community Action Day (see elsewhere in this newsletter) and funding a 
professional flora survey of the reserve.  If you wish to make a donation specifically for 
the HFR campaign see methods for donating listed below (and make it clear that your 
donation is specifically targeted to the HFR campaign). 

• The fund’s new web-site address is http://blackburnenviro.wordpress.com/ 
• Donations can be made to the fund by: 

o Completing and sending a cheque to the fund at the following address: 
BDEPF, PO Box 210, Blackburn, VIC 3130 

o Making an on-line donation at http://www.givenow.com.au/cause1518 
 
 
1 Lake Road Blackburn  
Consultants engaged by Council are currently developing a concept plan for the eight 
residential blocks in Council ownership on the corner of Lake and Central Roads in 
Blackburn, as well as the streetscape from the junction of these roads to the east along 
the frontages of the land and Blackburn Lake Sanctuary.   Weeding activities are being 
carried out in the indigenous grassland sections of the land – for details please contact 
the Tree Society committee for dates and times. 
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The Sixteenth Mullum Mullum Festival 
This year’s Mullum Mullum Festival will be held on the first 2 weekends in May.  The Festival 
opening will be held at Yarran Dheran on Sunday, 4th May, with activities provided by the 
local indigenous community.  As usual there will be a wide range of walks throughout the 
valley, led by experts in their fields, as well as talks at the Currawong Bush Park visitor 
Centre and the Yarran Dheran information Centre.   
 
The printed program will be available by the 18th March.  Contact Les Smith on 9874 2641 
or at lwsmith@chariot.com.au if you would like a copy, or they will be available later this 
month at libraries in Whitehorse, Manningham and Maroondah, Council Offices and 
community houses, etc. 
 
 
Non-native Animals in Victorian National Parks 
There have been some interesting developments in Victoria’s National Parks in the last few 
weeks.  On the one hand, sambar deer are to be culled on the grounds of the damage 
they do the bush generally and the ground flora in particular.  On the other hand, cattle 
are to be introduced to determine if they help to prevent bushfires, in spite of at least 50 
years of scientific research which has shown this not to be so.  In fact, the research has 
shown that cattle cause damage which is just as bad for the alpine environment as that 
caused by sambar deer. 
 
 COMMITTEE  
 President David Berry      9890 7915 
 Secretary       Ann Clayton     9878 6585 
 Treasurer Les Smith       9874 2641 
 Members Mary Crouch 9894 3025 
  Anne Tan 9878 2748  
   

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Postal address:  PO Box 5, Nunawading, 3131 
 

                    Subscriptions:      Family or single member $10.00 p.a. 
  Concession $5.00 p.a. 
  Junior $3.00 p.a. 
  Life $200.00 
 
 
 

BLACKBURN & DISTRICT TREE PRESERVATION SOCIETY INC. 
 

 Aims to: •  Promote and improve the natural  environment 
     in the City of Whitehorse 
• Promote an understanding of indigenous 

plants and the natural environment 
• Disseminate information to members 


