
TSSubmissionReBrickworksDraftMasterplanNov2014.doc  Inc. No. A15207B
 Page 1 of 3 

BLACKBURN & DISTRICT  
 
TREE PRESERVATION SOCIETY INC. 
 
P.O. Box 5, Nunawading, 3131 
 
 
27 November 2014  
 
Ms. Allison Egan 
Assistant Manager Major Strategic Projects 
Locked Bag 2   
Nunawading Delivery Centre VIC 3110  
 
Dear Ms. Egan 
 
Blackburn & District Tree Preservation Society Inc. Submission on the Draft Master 
Plan for the Burwood East Former Brickworks Site 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to respond to the draft master plan. 
 
The Blackburn and District Tree Preservation Society is a not-for-profit incorporated 
environmental organization with over 180 volunteer members managed by an honorary 
committee. 
The Society concerns itself with issues involving the natural landscape primarily within the 
City of Whitehorse but also those of regional, statewide and national importance. Local 
issues of interest to the society include planning (specifically in relation to the natural 
environment and landscape character), the built landscape, streetscape character, the 
management of parks and open spaces, the links/biolinks between parks and the creation 
and management of an ecologically sustainable urban environment. 
 
The tree society committee and members understand the need to provide higher density 
housing in designated activity centres throughout Whitehorse, to offer a mix of housing to 
meet future population requirements and to increase the housing stock within established 
suburbs.  
However we believe that the draft master plan for the old Brickworks site in Burwood East 
falls well short of providing for a high quality built environment, a quality living experience, 
an increase in the amount of quality open space or improvement in the sustainability of the 
natural environment (as paraphrased from council’s Council Plan 2014-18). 
 
There are a number of issues that the committee has identified that require comment and 
consideration by council when assessing the merits of the draft master plan. 
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Strategic Comment 
 
It is planned that 850-950 dwellings will be built on the 20 hectare site with the total 
number of beds ranging from ~1,400 to 2,800. A population figure of 2,000 residents has 
been quoted i.e. the size of a small country town. For example by using the ‘number of 
beds range’ as a guide this development will be equivalent in size to Nagambie (1,400 
residents) through Yarram (2,160 residents) to a high of Port Fairy (2,600 residents). Yet 
the draft plan pays scant attention to catering for this number of new residents whether it 
be services like sewerage, storm water run-off, flood mitigation, schools, kindergartens, 
medical, dental and other professional services, active sporting facilities and a range of 
passive open space areas and experiences for residents. In addition the existing public 
transport services are inadequate to cope with this increase in population. Whilst the site is 
close to the Vermont South tram route, it is already heavily utilized in peak times; north-
south public transport services are limited to buses only and the site is ~ 2km distant from 
the Lilydale-Belgrave Metro train line. This means that the increase in motor vehicle traffic 
volumes and journeys generated by the residential development will severely test the local 
roads (e.g. Eley Road), feeder residential streets to the east of the site and the already 
choked up adjoining major roads, Burwood Highway and Middleborough Road. Needless 
to say the local residents will be unhappily exposed to the detrimental effects this 
development will have on their local amenity. 
 
Comments on Landscape and Vegetation aspects of the Draft Master plan 
 
• Within the documentation there is no evidence of, or mention about, the existence of a 

tree and vegetation survey/assessment report for the site. In fact whilst writing this 
submission wholesale removal/destruction of mature, healthy trees is occurring on the 
‘Brickworks’ land. The community is entitled to know how many trees and other 
vegetation species will be removed to make way for the development (and what 
proportion is remnant vegetation). The documentation does not provide specific details 
of the trees and other vegetation to be removed (e.g. location, species, dimensions, 
health etc.). Council needs to take a more proactive role in attempting to save as many 
healthy trees as possible to mitigate the accelerating trend in ‘moonscaping’ within 
Whitehorse to the detriment of the city’s much-touted, but increasingly more hollow-
sounding ‘green and leafy’ character. Scant regard for the existing natural landscape is 
all-too-common in the ‘develop at all costs’ approach taken by developers and actively 
supported by the State Government with councils left seemingly powerless in their 
wake to cater for the views and values of the citizens of Whitehorse. 

 
• The 3 HA 'Green Triangle' in the south-eastern section of the site deserves special 

mention as it contains a large number of mature trees many of which are indigenous 
Eucalypts. This section of land was environmentally assessed in 2009 and 
subsequently received a 'Certificate of Environment Audit'. This document has not been 
made available in the documentation and its significance remains unknown. A copy of 
this document must be made available to the public and its bearing on the vegetation 
currently located in the ‘Green Triangle’ be fully explained. Furthermore on page 32 of 
the draft Summary Report it states that 'no further environmental works are required' in 
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relation to the issuing of the environmental audit for the 'Green Triangle'. What is the 
significance of this statement in relation to the large number of trees on this section of 
land (and particularly the indigenous trees)?  The ‘Green Triangle’ section of land is of 
particular significance due to the high-quality vegetation it contains and the proposal 
that higher density 4-storey apartment blocks be built here. We know from bitter 
experience that developers prefer/demand greenfield sites on which to build high-rise 
buildings and view any existing vegetation as at best a nuisance and at worst a curse. 
Council needs to flex its planning muscles and insist that the majority of healthy, 
mature trees are retained in the ‘Green Triangle’.  

 
• According to the draft master plan the residential streetscape within the development 

will be mainly deciduous trees “to mark the changes of the seasons” (see page 44). 
The tree society contends that any street tree plantings must be in accordance with 
council’s street tree policy and be predominantly native (and preferably indigenous) 
specimens. In addition, to maximize streetscape and open space amenity as well as to 
increase the potential for biolinkages and attraction of native birds to and through the 
site, consideration needs to be given to a planting suite of native and indigenous 
shrubs, groundcovers, grasses and forbs throughout the public spaces on the site.   

 
• The draft master plan highlights the amount of open space planned for the site and 

cites the ‘Village Green’ as an example of an extensive area of public open space on 
site. However as most of the ‘Village Green’ is taken up by a water body/flood 
mitigation structure, the amount of usable open space is severely restricted. The 
documentation however blithely states that there are sufficient active sporting facilities 
and parks suitable for passive recreation already in existence nearby for new residents 
to use including Eley Park and Wurundjeri Walk. This is ignoring the fact that 
Whitehorse is already deficient in open space compared to other middle municipalities 
and Wurundjeri Walk is at least one kilometre away from the proposed high-rise 
apartment buildings on the site. This is another example of developers abrogating their 
responsibility to provide infrastructure as well as housing on major development sites. 

 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
David Berry 
Blackburn & District Environment Preservation Society Inc 
34 Indra Road 
Blackburn south 
VIC 3130 


