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Annual General Meeting 
The AGM of the Tree Society will be held at the Bungalook Nursery, Fulton road, Blackburn 
South on Wednesday 20th November at 8 pm.  We look forward to seeing you there to 
hear reports on the activities of the past year and to discuss possibilities for the coming 
year.  And do bear in mind that it’s always good to get new faces on the committee (it 
would be good to increase the numbers rather than replacing existing members).  
 
Planning Consultation Forum for the Proposed Retirement Village Complex at 131-173 
Central Road Nunawading 
Over 160 submissions have been received by Whitehorse City Council in opposition to the 
proposal to build seven multi-storey buildings containing 151 residential units, an 
auditorium, café and shop with associated road, path, fence and car park construction. 
All-in-all over 80 trees, mostly indigenous, will be removed if this development goes ahead. 
According to the Environmental Significance Overlay (ESO) placed on the land by council 
in 2008: 
‘ … The site contains remnant native vegetation of very high local conservation 
significance. This includes the presence of: 

- A remnant of the endangered Ecological Vegetation Class (Valley Heathy Forest) with 
Very High conservation significance rating and habitat score in excess of 0.4. 

- Large hollow bearing trees. 
- 15 plant species of bioregional conservation significance 

 
This site of botanical significance plays an important role in contributing to the biodiversity 
of the area around Blackburn Lake Sanctuary.  This Ecological Vegetation Class is severely 
threatened to the extent that records indicate only about 470 hectares remain out of the 
20,000 hectares that may have existed in the Gippsland Plain Bioregion.  Any 
development, particularly subdivision, within the property needs to be appropriately 
managed to ensure the long- term protection and sustainability of this biodiversity …’ 
 
This land is considered so important it is the only site in Whitehorse to have an 
Environmental Significance Overlay (ESO1) and a Significant Landscape Overlay (SLO5) 
applied to it.  Indeed it is one of only two sites in Whitehorse with Environmental 
Significance Overlays (the other being 15 Virgillia St. Blackburn North). 
 
The Consultation Forum was held on Tuesday 29 October with over eighty concerned 
members of the Whitehorse community in attendance.  The forum, organised by Council 
and mediated by Mr. Bruce Turner, aimed to: 
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  ‘ … Generate a shared understanding of the proposal and any issues and concerns 
from all perspectives and to explore ways that the concerns might be addressed …’ 
 
A multitude of issues and concerns were raised by the community (the meeting lasted for 
over 3.5 hours!) yet the responses from the representatives for the proponent were minimal 
or rambling and for the most part evasive.   So the last aim of the forum was not achieved  
i.e. there was very little exploration of ways that the concerns about the development 
might be addressed. 
 
The Tree Society had a list of 25 questions on the environmental impacts of the 
development.  However, only one of these questions was answered (it was confirmed that 
80 trees were to be destroyed in the construction of the retirement village).  Our list of 
questions and concerns will be forwarded to Council’s Planning Department in the hope 
that answers will be provided and reason prevails. 
 
Other community representatives raised the following issues in relation to the proposed 
unsympathetic overdevelopment of the site: 

• Scale, character and visual amenity (particularly in reference to Cromwell Court 
residents and the Central Road frontage) 

• Other environmental impacts (e.g. impacts on Blackburn Lake Sanctuary, noise, 
fumes, lighting, exhaust fumes and litter) 

• traffic, parking and safety; drainage, built surfaces and other infrastructure and 
construction impacts 

 
Council will make a final decision on the proposal in February/March 2014. 
 
Blackburn Creeklands 30th Anniversary Celebration 
The Blackburn Creeklands Advisory Committee will be holding an afternoon tea to 
celebrate the 30th anniversary of the purchase by Council of the middle section of the 
land in the park that resulted in the long linear park that exists today. 
  
The date is Sunday 17th November from 2.30-4.30 pm, and the venue is the Pakenham 
Street Scout Hall.  Afternoon tea will be served, there will be displays of historical photos 
and other memorabilia, and a couple of park walks have been organized for interested 
attendees.  
 
Stop Press Re Healesville Freeway Reserve Land 
Mr. Colin Lill, VicRoads Project Manager for the Healesville Freeway Reserve will be the 
guest speaker at the November Morack Ward Forum to be held on Tuesday,  
19 November, commencing at 7.30 p.m. at the Horticultural Centre, 82 Jolimont Road, 
Forest Hill.              All Welcome! 
 
Latest News on the ‘Consultation’ Process for the Future Development of the Healesville 
Freeway Reserve 
The community stakeholders have finally been informed that the three VicRoads 
development options for the ex-freeway land will be made available for public 
consultation later in November, eight months after the VicRoads-scheduled release date 
and right in the busy period leading up to Christmas. 
 
Furthermore, and underlining their contempt for the process, VicRoads will be releasing 
the three options on 25 November and the public consultation workshops will commence 
the next day!  This means that community stakeholders and individuals have one day to 
examine the options, assess the pros and cons for each and make an informed decision 
about their preferred option. 
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If VicRoads required eight months to come up with the development options then the 
community must be given at least a month to examine and assess them before attending 
the public workshops.   So much for consultation and no wonder the community is cynical 
about this sham process managed by VicRoads and the State Government.  
 
Workshop information, registration and attendance details:  
Please make an effort to attend one of the workshops and voice your views. 
 
Online Forum:  The online forum will be available from the project website 
from 25 November 2013. Please visit: http://consult.vicroads.vic.gov.au/hfrconsult 
 
Workshops: To attend a workshop please register using any of the following options: 
Online: http://consult.vicroads.vic.gov.au/hfrconsult 
E-mail: hfrconsult@roads.vic.gov.au 
Phone: (03) 9881 8019 
Registration closes on Monday 25th November 2013 at 5pm. 
 
Workshop dates: 
Workshop 1: Tuesday 26 November 2013  6.30pm – 8.30pm  
Workshop 2: Wednesday 27 November 2013  10.30am – 12.30pm  
Workshop 3:  Thursday 28 November 2013  6.30pm – 8.30pm  
 
Venue for all Workshops: 
Whitehorse Club, 298–336 Burwood Highway, Burwood East (Melways Ref: 62 B7) 
 
Friends of Healesville Freeway Reserve (Whitehorse) Community Open Day  
The Friends of Healesville Freeway Reserve (Whitehorse) held a successful Community 
Open Day on Sunday 26 May 2013 to rally support for the retention of the 36-hectare ex-
freeway reserve in Forest Hill/Vermont/Vermont South for open space.  The land is owned 
by VicRoads and community fears are that their objective is to sell off the bulk of the land 
for medium-density residential development. 
 
Whitehorse residents, community groups and local schools have been using the freeway 
reserve for a range of activities for many years including cricket, community farming, dog 
exercise, cycling, walking, school sports, nature conservation, passive recreational 
pursuits and horse agistment. 
 
The community open day exceeded all expectations with a conservative estimate of over 
1000 people attending a range of activities throughout the day.  Lots of pollies (Federal, 
State and Local) attended and mingled with the community, some even staying for quite 
a long time talking to people. 
 
Organizations involved in the day’s activities included the Whitehorse Cyclists, Whitehorse 
Historical Society, the Whitehorse Junior Soccer club, Nunawading Community Gardens, 
Vermont Secondary College, Emmaus College, Bellbird Dell Advisory Committee & Friends 
Group, Box Hill Greenlink & Bungalook Community Indigenous Plant nurseries, the 
Blackburn & District Tree Preservation Society & Wurundjeri Walk Advisory Committee. In 
addition the Vermont South Lions rolled up their sleeves and cooked up a storm.  
 
At Nadrasca Farm, there were tours of the facilities and people on hand to talk about the 
wonderful work they do with people with special needs and why the farm is so important 
in meeting the needs of people with disabilities. 
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Whether it be the protection and enhancement of Bellbird Dell and other rare and 
endangered patches of remnant vegetation thru the link; the potential for a fantastic 
alternative cycle, pedestrian and 'biolink' thru the reserve from Springvale Road to Boronia 
Road; the fact that we want the Nadrasca farm to stay where it is and strengthen its links 
even further with the Whitehorse community or the need for more sporting and  
recreational facilities (e.g. at Davy Lane), this land needs to be saved for public use.  
For further information please check out the web site for the Friends of Healesville Freeway 
Reserve (Whitehorse) at http://www.friendsofthehealesvillefreewayreserve.org/ 
 
Nadrasca Farm Saved! 
On 10th September 2013 the State Minister for Roads announced that VicRoads and 
Nadrasca have renewed a long-term lease for the Nadrasca Farm to remain at its current 
location in Morack Road Vermont South. This decision was made after a hard-fought 
community battle and will enable Nadrasca to fulfill its purpose: 

‘… To establish and develop a range of services for people with a disability …’ 
and is one positive result of the lengthy consultation process in relation to the future use of 
the ex-Healesville Freeway Reserve that runs through Forest Hill, Vermont and Vermont 
South. 
 
The Nadrasca community has formally thanked all its supporters in the ‘Save the Farm’ 
campaign including the Friends of the Healesville Freeway Reserve.  Nadrasca has been a 
model tenant of VicRoads for 30 years and the long-term lease at the Morack Road site 
will help improve the quality of life for the people supported by Nadrasca and other 
community groups that access the farm. 
 
Whitehorse Housing & Neighbourhood Character Review 2013  
Excerpts from the Tree Society Submission to Council (October 2013) on the draft 
document follow: 

Housing developed for Whitehorse residents must be compatible with creating, protecting 
and enhancing the city’s open spaces to facilitate passive and active recreational 
pursuits.  This basic need is predicated on the creation of an ecologically sustainable 
environment and wise management of our natural resources. 
 
The proposed Housing Strategy must not dilute or compromise the character, amenity and 
vegetation protection provided for in the city's existing planning overlays e.g. Significant 
Landscape Overlays, Heritage Overlays, Vegetation Protection Overlays and 
Environmental Significance Overlays.  

The residential properties surrounding large parks, open spaces and links (e.g. along 
water-courses), especially those with bush remnant and/or revegetation components, 
must be designated as 'Limited Change' and 'Neighbourhood Residential' in the proposed 
Housing Strategy.  Examples of parks to be included are Wattle Park, Wurundjeri Walk, 
Blacks Walk Reserve, Cootamundra Walk, Bellbird Dell, Mahoneys Reserve, Gardiners 
Creek Reserve and Eley Park. 

Increasing the housing density poses quality of life threats within Whitehorse that must be 
addressed in the strategies currently under review. These threats include: 
- The loss of natural landscape due to higher density urban development and population 

growth  
- The perception that most councils and state government authorities are pro-

development to the detriment of ‘liveability’ 
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- Council resistance to uniform tree and vegetation controls throughout Whitehorse 
- Increased population density results in decreased open space per unit population 
- A perceived lack of financial accountability of developers of medium- & high-density 

housing to make meaningful contributions to relieve stresses on the existing aged and  
   struggling services infrastructure and pay reasonable financial and/or open space 

contributions to help neutralize the negative impact on the city’s natural amenity 
resulting from increasing population density. 

 
High priority must be given to alternative forms of transport throughout Whitehorse (e.g. 
walking, cycling and public transport.)  Safe, effective alternative transport links need to 
be developed through the city that will provide easy access to work, shops, other services 
and public transport.  Strategies to increase the patronage for alternative modes of 
transportation would, include improved public transport services, a much better bicycle 
off- and on-road network, provision of large open spaces and parks close to medium- and 
high- density residential areas and safe pedestrian linkages between open spaces and 
parks. 
 
The Housing Strategy must be under-pinned by enforceable protocols on water and 
energy sustainability strategies in the management of private (and public authority) land. 
Water sustainable strategies would include water harvesting and storage on site, slowing 
storm-water run-off from catchment areas, promoting the planting of indigenous plants, 
drought-proofing gardens and open spaces and mulching. 
 
Tree Society Objection to Planning Application # WH12012/918 for  
60 Main Street Blackburn 
In September the Tree Society committee objected to the construction of three double-
storey dwellings at 60 Main Street Blackburn on the following grounds:  
• The built structures will be too close to the southern boundary and will have a 

detrimental visual impact on the natural character of Blackburn Creeklands and, 
consequently, the quality of the passive recreational experiences for park users. 

• The proximity of the dwellings to the park boundary will have negative consequences 
for future landscaping and planting opportunities in the adjacent parkland and may 
well interfere with the integrity of the root zones of existing park vegetation. 

• The proposed height of at least one of the dwellings will exceed the prescribed height 
limits for the relevant Significant Landscape Overlay of the Whitehorse Planning 
Scheme for the locale. 

• The loss of mature trees from the site. 
 
Updated Tree Society Website 
Tree Society member Sally Polack has continued to update the society’s website 
throughout 2013. See http://home.vicnet.net.au/~bdtps/.  Please check out the site for 
the latest campaign details, recent newsletters and submissions, historical material and 
photos.  We are interested in your feedback, so please let us know what you think via 
mailto:bdtpsociety@gmail.com                  Thanks Sally. 
 
1 Lake Road Blackburn  
For a number of months now a ‘no-mow’ zone has been established on a section of the 
land at 1 Lake Road, the purpose being to observe which plants ‘pop-up’ on the site. 
The results so far have been astounding!  There is a 400 square metre swathe of Kangaroo 
Grass in the northwestern section as well as many Chocolate Lilies, a number of species of 
Wallaby Grass are starting to flower and other indigenous forbs, grasses and tufties are 
obvious. 
As previously announced, Central Ward Councillor Denise Massoud was successful in  
securing $100,000 for new works on the land in the 2013-14 budget.  
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The Tree Society committee is currently lobbying Council to conduct a botanical survey of 
the land in spring and late summer to help quantify the extent and diversity of the 
indigenous plants on site. 
 
The Friends of Blackburn Lake Sanctuary have been weeding in the no-mow area for 
some months now with great results.  Weeding activities occur every second Wednesday – 
thanks to all workers including Anne Payne, Peter & Su Dempsey and Mary Crouch for their 
hard work at 1 Lake Road. 
 
Wandinong Centenary celebration   
On Sunday 27 October, 2013 the centenary of Wandinong Sanctuary was celebrated on 
the site with a large range of activities.  The party marked the 100th year since the Hooke 
family purchased the Wandinong land.  It also celebrated the 40th anniversary of their gift 
of the property to the community and the formation of the Wandinong Sanctuary 
Advisory Committee.  The Hookes, original members of the Tree Society, had originally 
wanted to leave the land to the Tree Society, but the Society felt that it would have been 
beyond its means to look after it.  Instead, the agreement between the Hookes and 
Nunawading Council specified that 2 members of the Tree Society should be members of 
the Committee.  There has always been at least one descendant of the Hookes on the 
Committee. 
 
Entering the sanctuary from Windermere Court, Blackburn I felt as though I was entering a 
secret garden. The lovely winding pathway wandered through bushland which evokes 
impressionist landscapes. 
 
I joined a guided history walk led by Lynda and Rhondda, Hooke grandchildren, who 
deftly shepherded the group along pathways signposted with historic photographs. Both 
Lynda and Rhondda shared precious childhood memories, pointing out where the original 
house stood, a photo of the sleepout where Rhondda’s father slept, having to walk a long 
way to go to the toilet (longdrop type), being scared of the spiders there, and of riding 
their bikes around the place. 
 
A historical display was also available which featured more wonderful photos of family 
reunions onsite, an extensive family tree, family memorabilia, albums and a film/DVD 
about Wandinong.  
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 President’s Annual Report 2012-2013                      David Berry (November 2013) 
Over the 2012-13 period the Tree Society has been directly involved in the following 
activities and 
Issues (For further details please refer to the society’s quarterly newsletters and/or the tree 
society website):. 
• The battle to save the Healesville Freeway Reserve in Vermont South as open space 

for community use continues. 
• The Friends of Healesville Freeway Reserve (Whitehorse) held a successful Community 

Open Day in May to rally support for the retention of the land. The community open 
day exceeded all expectations with a conservative estimate of over 1000 people 
attending a range of activities throughout the day. 

• The three VicRoads development options for the ex-freeway land will be made 
available for public consultation in late November. Please refer to the November 
newsletter for further details. 

 
1 Lake Road Blackburn - In 2012-13 Central Ward Councillor Denise Massoud succeeded 
in securing $100,000 for new works on the land in the 2013-14 budget. These works will 
include gravel path installation, fence renewal and tree improvements. 
In mid-2013 a ‘no-mow’ zone was established on the land and a number of volunteers 
held weeding working bees through winter and spring to help establish the indigenous 
remnant grasses and forbs. A considerable number of indigenous grasses and forbs have 
‘popped up’ on site and now is the time to do a comprehensive botanical survey of the 
land. 
 
Seventh Day Adventist (SDA) Land in Nunawading. 
In mid-year the Seventh Day Adventist Church put another planning proposal to Council 
for the development of the campground site in Central Road Nunawading. 
The landowner wants to construct a retirement village consisting of seven multi-storey 
buildings comprising 151 residential units, an auditorium, café and shop with associated 
road, path, fence and car park construction. 
All-in-all over 80 trees, mostly indigenous, will be removed from this site that is of very high 
conservation significance. Whitehorse City Council received over 160 submissions in 
opposition to the development proposal. 
A planning consultation forum was held in late October with over eighty members of the 
Whitehorse community in attendance (for further details on the forum please see the 
November edition of the tree society newsletter). 
The battle to preserve the city’s precious remnant bushland continues! 
Council will make a final decision on the proposal in February/March 2014. 
 
The writing and compilation of the society’s Fifty-Year History is slowly but surely nearing 
completion and copies (hard and soft) should be available in 2014. 
 
The Blackburn and District Environment Protection Fund, sponsored by the society has 
now been operational for six years. Kingswood Junior College and Forest Hill Secondary 
College received grants for environmental programs in 2013. 
This year the tree society committee has been kept very busy making detailed submissions 
on the following topics: 
��Victorian Civil and Administrative Tribunal (VCAT) fee increase proposal 
(14 February 2013) 
��Victorian Planning Amendments (26 February 2013) 
��Melbourne Metropolitan Planning Strategy (27 March 2013) 
��Whitehorse City Council Neighbourhood Character Review (7 April 2013) 
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��Amendment C130 to the Whitehorse Planning Scheme to incorporate 
environmentally efficient design policies (28 April 2013) 
��The draft Whitehorse Housing and Neighbourhood Character Study (October 2013) 
The submissions can be read and/or downloaded on the ‘Latest News’ web page of the 
society’s web-site: http://home.vicnet.net.au/~bdtps/ 
 
The Tree Society has responded to a number of planning applications to remove or prune 
trees in SLO areas within Whitehorse. We need our members and the community to remain 
vigilant and: 
��Follow up on applications for tree removals in their neighbourhoods and take the 
necessary steps of checking with council, talking with neighbours and making 
submissions to help retain the natural character of their local areas; 
��Inform the Tree Society committee of any development proposals that require our 
attention and action. Fellow committee members (and particularly Ann Clayton and Mary 
Crouch) deserve the plaudits from Whitehorse residents residing in SLO-protected areas for 
their diligence on behalf of the natural environment. 
 
Four Newsletters have been produced and distributed over the past year 
Tree Society member Sally Polack has generously given of her time and expertise to 
update the society’s website (see http://home.vicnet.net.au/~bdtps/).  Please check out 
the site for the latest campaign details, recent newsletters and submissions, historical 
material and photos. 
We are interested in your feedback so please let us know what you think via 
mailto:bdtpsociety@gmail.com 
 
A number of notable anniversaries were celebrated in 2013 including: 

• The centenary of the purchase of what is now the Wandinong Sanctuary by the 
Hooke family and the 40th anniversary of the formation of the Wandinong Sanctuary 
Advisory Committee was celebrated on Sunday 27th October. 

• The 40th anniversary of the formation of the Urimbirra Co-operative Society by the 
Tree Society to purchase environmentally valuable land in the Little Desert, and the 
centenary of the building of the Bills Gully Hall where Urimbirra members camp and 
where the annual meeting of the Co-operative is held. 

• The 30th anniversary of the formation of the Creeklands Advisory Committee 
(November 2013) 

Many thanks to fellow committee members Ann Clayton, Mary Crouch, Les Smith and 
Anne Tan for their input, support and continued enthusiasm in the pursuit of environmental 
issues and activities on behalf of the tree society during 2013. 
 
The Tree Society continues to be an important advocate for the environment in 
Whitehorse. We lobby council, provide advice to residents, respond to the many issues 
involving the natural environment and liaise with like-minded environmental groups to fight 
for the protection and enhancement of our natural landscape. 
 
On a sombre note, the Tree Society appears to be in terminal decline; our numbers are 
dwindling and we urgently need more members, more active members and an influx of 
young and vibrant members. In an attempt to redress this decline in membership and 
member activity levels the Tree Society committee will be conducting a Member survey 
during 2014 to address and hopefully counter this trend so that the battle for the natural 
environment within Whitehorse can be reenergised.  If you are interested in becoming 
more active in the tree society please contact David Berry on 9890 7915 or 
mailto:polaber@optushome.com.au 
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 COMMITTEE  
 President David Berry      9890 7915 
 Secretary       Ann Clayton     9878 6585 
 Treasurer Les Smith       9874 2641 
 Members Mary Crouch 9894 3025 
  Anne Tan 9878 2748  
   

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Postal address:  PO Box 5, Nunawading, 3131 
 
 

Subscriptions:      Family or single member $10.00 p.a. 
  Concession $5.00 p.a. 
  Junior $3.00 p.a. 
  Life $200.00 
 
 

BLACKBURN & DISTRICT TREE PRESERVATION SOCIETY INC. 
 

 Aims to: •  Promote and improve the natural  environment 
     in the City of Whitehorse 
• Promote an understanding of indigenous 

plants and the natural environment 
• Disseminate information to members 


