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Blackburn & District Tree Society AGM  
The Annual Meeting of the Society will be held at 8 pm on Thursday 8th November at the 
Bungalook Nursery, Fulton Road, South Blackburn.  Join us for the evening to hear about 
the activities of the past year and our plans for the future.  Refreshments will be served 
after the meeting. 
 
The Healesville Freeway Reservation Renewal Project in Whitehorse 
Money is needed to set up a fighting fund to assist the Friends of the Healesville Freeway 
Reserve (Whitehorse) in the protection of this valuable reserve as bushland and public 
open space.  
 
Please check out the Friends of Healesville Freeway Reserve (Whitehorse) website 
http://www.friendsofthehealesvillefreewayreserve.org/  for updates on this issue and make 
sure you sign the Petition calling for the retention of the reserve as open space (see a 
copy of the Petition elsewhere in this newsletter).   Or better still download and print off a 
hard copy of the petition and get your family, friends, work colleagues, neighbours etc. to 
complete and sign. 
 
Completed Petitions must be returned by 30 November 2012 to: 
        Friends of the Healesville Freeway Reserve  
        PO Box 371 
       Vermont, Vic 3133. 
A copy of the Friends brochure is also available on the website. 
 
Tax-deductible donations (specifically targeted to the Healesville Freeway Reserve 
campaign) can be made via a cheque payable to the Blackburn & District Environment 
Protection Fund.  Send it to the address below, together with your personal details so that 
we can send you a receipt:  
       Blackburn & District Environment Protection Fund 
       PO Box 210 Blackburn, VIC 3130 
OR a donation can be made online - follow the links at 
http://home.vicnet.net.au/~badepf/ 
Please make sure you state that your donation is specifically targeted for the campaign to 
retain the Healesville Freeway Reservation in Whitehorse for bushland, open space, 
walking trails and bicycle links.  
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Background to this important local environmental issue 
The recently deleted 36-hectare freeway reserve between Springvale and Boronia Roads 
within the suburbs of Forest Hill, Vermont and Vermont South contains the Bellbird Dell 
Bushland Park; rare and endangered Valley Heathy Forest and open space used by many 
community groups. 
 
The Victorian state government desperately wants the state’s finances to be in surplus and 
has slashed the budgets of most government departments and authorities (including 
VicRoads) to achieve this outcome. VicRoads is consequently looking to maximize the 
value of assets in its possession including deleted freeway reservations. 
VicRoads is currently holding a community consultation process for the Healesville 
Freeway Reservation Renewal project in the eastern part of Whitehorse. The outcomes of 
this process will help determine the future land use.  The consultation process will result in 
the development of a land use Structure Plan that aims to ‘ … provide a clear vision for 
future land use within the reserve …’. 
 
A number of community stakeholders involved in the consultations have perceived a shift 
away from genuine community consultation with the holding of a VicRoads, consultant-
skewed ‘deliberative process’ in late September 2012.  
 
The process was unrepresentative of the local community views because: 

• None of the key community stakeholders had the opportunity to opt in to the 
decision-making process; 

• All  ‘decision-making’ participants were randomly selected with at least 50% 
residing more than 5 km away from the site  

• All randomly-selected participants were paid for their time which invites the 
suggestion of a possible conflict of interest and 

• All interested local stakeholders and presenters to the forum got nothing for their 
time and effort except the hope that the local community wishes will be fulfilled. 

 
At this stage it looks like the VicRoads preference and recommendation will be for a 
massive land sale of the freeway reserve for residential and other developments at top 
dollar. 
 
This, of course, will be detrimental to: 

• The existing community uses on the site 
• The integrity of Bellbird Dell; the much-loved bushland park that straddles the 

reserve 
• The rare and significant patches of remnant Valley Heathy Forest in the reserve 
• The possibility of creating bicycle and walking pathways and biolinks through the 

reserve, from Springvale Road to Boronia Road and beyond 
• The amount of existing passive recreational open space within Whitehorse which is 

already deficient on a per-capita basis than most municipalities within the 
Melbourne metropolitan area 

• The existing infrastructure including pressure on storm-water drainage that will 
increase the risk of local flooding during severe storm events.  

 
Whitehorse residents, community groups and local schools that have been using the 
freeway reserve for a range of activities for many years including cricket, community 
farming, dog exercise, cycling, walking, school sports, nature conservation, passive 
recreational pursuits and horse agistment. 
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The Blackburn and District Environment Protection Fund Small Grants Program 
The Small Grants Program was launched in April 2011. In June 2011 ten Whitehorse 
organizations were granted up to $500 each to conduct environmental activities.  
All projects were successfully completed and final reports presented to the fund 
committee in 2012. The fund is sponsored by the Blackburn & District Tree Preservation 
Society. 
 
Due to the success of the 2011-12 program the fund committee is pleased to announce 
that the Blackburn and District Environment Protection Fund (B&DEPF) Small Grants 
Program for 2012/13 is now open for applications from organisations located in the City of 
Whitehorse.  
 
The purpose of the Small Grants Program is to provide financial support for suitable 
initiatives that will enhance the natural environment within the City of Whitehorse. Groups 
eligible for funding include (but are not limited to) environmental organisations, bushland 
park advisory committees, community groups and schools within Whitehorse.  Contact 
David Berry (9890 7915) for further details or visit the fund website:  
http://home.vicnet.net.au/~badepf/ 

The organizations and activities involved in the 2011-12 program included: 

Schools 
• Kingswood College students completed a planting activity on the banks of Gardiners 

Creek and purchased botanical reference materials 
• Nunawading Christian College pupils planted in new beds within the junior campus 

grounds 
• Orchard Grove Primary School students, staff and parents planted indigenous plants 

sourced from Bungalook Nursery to create a frog habitat at the school 
• St Philip’s Catholic Primary School staff, parents and pupils removed weeds, 

landscaped new beds and held an autumn 2012 planting activity 
• Burwood East Primary School students prepared and mulched garden beds then 

planted indigenous shrubs and grasses to create a drought-tolerant, low maintenance 
landscape.  

• Wattle Park Primary School planted indigenous plants in the school grounds. 
Environmental Organizations 
• Bird Observation & Conservation Australia staff produced educational materials and 

planned a ‘Discover Backyard Birds in Whitehorse’ seminar which was held at the 
Blackburn Lake Sanctuary 

• Whitehorse Indigenous Plant Project/Bungalook Community Nursery members installed 
a shade sail to provide protection for the outdoor plant propagation area. 

Neighbourhood Houses 
• Bennettswood Neighbourhood House conducted a major planting activity in the 

house gardens helped by volunteers sourced from the Eastern Volunteers network. 
Guides/Scouts Groups: 
• 1st/8th Blackburn Scout Group purchased garden tools and planted indigenous plants 

in mulched beds at the front of the scout hall. 
Makes you think 
The introduction of the carbon tax has helped produce a sharp decrease in CO2 emissions 
from power generation in Australia as coal-fired stations are closed, moth-balled or sell less 
electricity.  Victoria's Yallourn brown-coal-fired power station became the latest to 
announce a production cut and falling demand for electricity. More renewables, such as 
wind farms and solar, and the carbon price were all responsible factors in pushing 
Australia's coal-fired stations out of the market, making generation cleaner. 
In an analysis of figures compiled by the Australian Energy Market Operator, electricity 
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sold into Australia’s east coast market since the carbon tax was introduced three months 
ago created 7.6 per cent less carbon dioxide for each megawatt hour of power.  
Read more: http://www.theage.com.au/data-point/power-pollution-plunges-20121017-
27rn9.html#ixzz29zAHUgoN 
 
Makes you wonder! Farmer takes on the Power Companies & Grid Australia  
As reported in ‘The Age’ by journalist Michael West on 22 October 2012, Mr. Bruce 
Robertson, a cattle farmer from Burrell Creek on the NSW north coast, on hearing of a 
proposal to run giant transmission lines through his property, examined the claims the 
power companies had been making about electricity prices - and found they were 
untrue. 
 
In mid-October the Productivity Commission corroborated what Mr. Robertson had been 
saying all along. That is, escalating power bills were principally the result of over-
investment in electricity networks, not the carbon tax nor rising power consumption. 
 
Mr. Robertson has gone as far as stating that the power lobby has even misled the Senate, 
by insisting the price rises are the fault of ''peak demand'' and rising consumption. As he 
stated in his submission to the Senate inquiry on electricity prices, demand has collapsed. 
Even so, Grid Australia, the peak body for the $10 billion transmission and distribution 
sector, has told the Senate that demand is rising. 
 
''Demand is falling, not rising,'' Mr. Robertson says. ''This basic premise is factually incorrect.'' 
Page four of the Grid Australia submission to the Senate cites ''key causes of electricity 
price increases over recent years'' as ''ageing infrastructure'' and ''increase in demand''. 
These are the ''recognised, industry-wide reasons that contribute to rises in electricity 
costs'', according to Grid Australia. 
 
''It is often said that if you lie long enough and loud enough, then the lies become the 
accepted truth,'' Mr. Robertson said,  ''and so it is with Grid Australia, in their submission to 
the Senate inquiry into electricity prices. Many of the statements made to the Senate 
inquiry are purely and simply fabrications.'' 
 
Mr. Robertson has a track record in taking on the big players of the electricity sector. 
He claimed earlier in 2012 that the power companies had been ''gold-plating'' their 
networks by deliberately over-spending because they earned a regulated return on the 
size of their assets.   In other words the more they spent, the more they made. 
 
He followed this up in June by stating that the decision to tag billions of dollars to upgrade 
the National Electricity Market was based on faulty assumptions of demand. 
He demonstrated that demand for electricity had been falling since 2008 in Victoria, NSW 
and Queensland at roughly 1 per cent a year, despite forecast rises of 2.2 per cent a year. 
Demand is now 10 per cent below where the industry forecast it would be four years ago. 
Mild weather, changing consumer behaviour and rising costs have all been factors in this, 
Mr. Robertson said. 
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Wandinong becomes a Sanctuary  
The major part of the land which is now Wandinong Sanctuary was bought in the name of 
Janet Emily Billings in 1913 in conjunction with Albert Arthur Hooke, who she married in 
1914.    In 1949, additional land was bought in Ronley Street, adjacent to the original site, 
some of which has since been sold.  
 
Mr and Mrs Hooke lived there until the 1970s, during which time Mrs. Hooke developed a 
keen desire that the property should remain intact and that it should ultimately be set 
aside as a place for the local community to visit and enjoy the peace and quiet amongst 
native birds and bushland.  
 
Mr. and Mrs. Hooke were early and enthusiastic members of the Blackburn and District 
Tree Preservation Society, which was formed in 1959.  In the early 1960s informal discussions 
between Mr. and Mrs. Hooke and members of the Tree Society Committee occurred 
concerning the future of Wandinong. 
 
In 1964 a sub-committee was set up to liaise with the Nunawading City Council and the 
Hooke family and an agreement was reached that the property would become a 
Council reserve on the death of Mr. and Mrs. Hooke.  Mrs. Hooke agreed to leave the land 
to the Council by her will, subject to a life interest to her husband.  Her husband 
predeceased her in February 1972.  
 
Some time later Mrs. Hooke decided there was no point in retaining the land during her 
lifetime and the land was transferred to the Council in August 1973.  
Wandinong is officially described as "a sanctuary for birds, wildflowers and  
native vegetation and a place of public resort and recreation".   The term "recreation" is to 
be taken to mean "passive recreation" and, in Mrs. Hooke's concept of the use of the land, 
this word can best be spelt "re-creation". 
  
To fulfill the intended purpose of the gift, it was essential that the property be developed 
generally as a place of public access, but where noisy or vigorous activities do not occur, 
and where the frequent gathering of large numbers of people is discouraged; that the 
vegetation be maintained as nearly as practicable in the condition of Nunawading 
bushland in the early 20th Century and that invasion by other species be prevented; that 
steps be taken to protect the native bird population and encourage its continuance. 
  
The Deed provided that a Committee be set up to manage the land under the terms of 
the gift, and directs that this Committee include at least two members of the Blackburn 
and District Tree Preservation Society.  
 
Nunawading City Council convened a public meeting on 22nd November, 1973, for the 
purpose of setting up the management committee.   The Committee appointed as a 
result comprised two representatives of the Tree Preservation Society, a son and grandson 
of Mr. and Mrs. Hooke, principally to represent the family of the donor, two councillors, the 
Superintendent of Parks and Gardens of the Council, and four other citizens, all of whom 
were close neighbours of Wandinong. This last grouping was no accident, and has proved 
a valuable feature of the 
 
You may have noticed in reading this article that 2013 is the 100th anniversary of the 
purchase of the Wandinong land by the Hooke family and the 40th anniversary of the 
formation of the Wandinong Sanctuary Advisory Committee.  The Hooke family and the 
Advisory committer will be celebrating these events next year. 
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    COMMITTEE President David Berry      9890 7915 
 Treasurer Les Smith       9874 2641 
 Secretary       Ann Clayton     9878 6585 
 Members Mary Crouch 9894 3025 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Postal address:  PO Box 5, Nunawading, 3131 
 

                    Subscriptions:      Family or single member $10.00 p.a. 
  Concession $5.00 p.a. 
  Junior $3.00 p.a. 
  Life $200.00 
 
 

BLACKBURN & DISTRICT TREE PRESERVATION SOCIETY INC. 
 

 Aims to: •  Promote and improve the natural  environment 
     in the City of Whitehorse 
• Promote an understanding of indigenous 

plants and the natural environment 
• Disseminate information to members 


