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Another Development at the Seventh Day Adventist Church 
The board of management of the Seventh Day Adventist Church in Central Road, 
Blackburn, have put a proposal to Council for the development of the campground site, a 
retirement village comprising of 152 apartments .  
 
The complex will consist of one, two and three bedrooms apartments contained in six 
buildings with two fronting Central Road. Of major concern is the  loss  of mature trees (75 
approx.)  then the lack vegetation corridors in the landscape design. The traffic 
congestion will impact on Central Road and surrounds immensely. The Society will 
endeavour to keep you well informed on this issue whilst seeking your support and views in 
the future. 
 
One Lake Road 
Volunteers have begun weeding in the area at the corner of Central and Lake Roads, 
consisting of eight building blocks which were acquired by Council several years ago to 
become an are in keeping with the rest of Blackburn Lake.  The area has now been made 
a no mow area by Parkswide staff.  A considerable number of indigenous grasses and 
plants have been locatedin the area. Even after just a couple of sessions of weeding by a 
small dedicated group one can see the plants beginning to flourish.  Arthropodium 
strictum, Chocolate lily, Lomandra filiformis, Wattle Mat-rush, and sundews are appearing 
along with the thriving Themeda triandra, Kangaroo grass  
 
In the current Council budget there is money for a feasibility study to be conducted to 
ascertain the most desired use, and for future planning of this site.  Money is also available 
to conduct a similar study for traffic issues along Central Road.  
 
Healesville Freeway Reserve 
Vic Roads has still not announced its decision on the sale of land in Whitehorse reserved 
for the cancelled Healesville freeway.  A particularly vigorous campaign is being waged 
to allow the Nadrasca farm to remain at its present site in Morack Road.  This site has been 
developed to allow a variety of activities to be carried out and a bus stop at the gate to 
allow the participants to easily reach it.  Suggested alternatives are in Boronia Road, with 
no transport, and in Springvale Road where they would need to cross the very busy 
Springvale Road either when arriving or when leaving the site. 
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Subscriptions Due 
The 2013/2014 financial year has arrived and subscriptions are now due for those of you 
who pay an annual subscription.  Some of you have already paid for the current year, but 
if you have an application form with this newsletter it means we are looking forward to 
receive your subscription.  A few of you have not paid the 2012/2013 subscription, so you 
will have an application form with a double subscription – this will be your last newsletter if 
if the 2012/2013 subscription remains unpaid. 
 
Activities at Blackburn Lake   
There are several activities being organised at Blackburn Lake in the next few weeks.  For 
all of them, meet at the Information Centre: 

• 31st August, 7.30 – 10.00 am Breakfast with the birds.  The morning concludes with a 
discussion of sightings at the Centre, together with raison toast. 

• 15th September, 2.00 – 4.00 pm   Box Hill Artists Camp.  A talk by historian Marjorie 
Morgan OAM 

• 29th September  2.00 – 4.00 pm  What’s in the Lake? Turtles!  A talk by Graeme 
Stockfeld. 

 
Activities at Yarran Dheran 
Yarran Dheran is also holding activities in coming weeks.  Meet at the information Centre, 
which is near the Ashburton Drive entrance to the park: 

• 25th August, 6.30 – 7.15 pm Frog Watch with Aaron Cook 
• 26th September, 9.30 am Bird walk with a leader from Birds Australia. 
• 18th October, 10.00 am  Wildflower walk with Ian moodie from Whitehorse Council 

Parks staff. 
 
Heritage Day at Schwerkolt Cottage 
Whitehorse Historical Society is organising a Heritage family Day at the Cottage, Deep 
Creek Road, Mitcham on Sunday 15th September, 12 noon until 5 p.m.  It will include a 
wide variety of activities and displays for the whole family to enjoy: 

• Jamieson’s Run Animal Farm 
• Face Painting 
• Meccano Club 
• Fun with Bubbles 
• Games for Children 
• Electric model trains 
• Art in Bark 
• Blacksmiths 
• Lacemaking 
• Spinners and Weavers 
• Koonung Wood Turners 
• Yarra Valley Machinery Preservation Society 
• Second Hand Bookstall 
 

Other activities include:    Magic, old-fashioned picnic races, sausage sizzle, guided tours 
of the cottage, Animals of Oz.   Tea, coffee and cordial will be available.  
 
Pro-cattle Grazing Members Dominate Alpine Committee 
Victoria's environment minister Ryan Smith has appointed a new Alpine Advisory 
Committee dominated by pro-cattle-grazing members, including MLC for Eastern Victoria 
and vocal cattlemen supporter Phil Davis MP. 
The Committee's task is to review the Alpine National Park draft management plan, which 
has yet to be released for public comment. 
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Some commentators see this as a first step towards reintroducing cattle grazing to the 
park, particularly if there is a change of government federally.  A representative of the 
Prospectors and Miners Association is also included.  The environment minister seems to 
have mistakenly signed off on the Mountain Cattlemen's Association Christmas card list, 
instead of appointing an independent advisory committee. 
No nature conservation groups are represented. 
  
It’s time to protect the places we love 
In the past month, Prime Minister Kevin Rudd and Opposition Leader Tony Abbott have both 
flagged changes to the Federal Government's role in environmental assessments. 
 
Seemingly both leaders are under pressure from the business lobby to wind back or 
'streamline' federal environmental powers.  These powers are key to protecting nationally 
significant natural areas. The Federal Government played a vital role in protecting the 
Franklin River and the Great Barrier Reef, and in keeping cattle out of Victoria's Alpine 
National Park. 

   
  

 
On 26 June this year the Coalition released a plan to essentially hand back environmental 
approvals to state governments.  "A Coalition government will establish a one-stop-shop 
for environmental approvals and dramatically simplify the approvals process across 
federal, state and local jurisdictions, while maintaining environmental standards ...’ 
 
In an address to the Canberra Press Club on 11 July the Prime Minister identified a new 
approach to environmental approvals as part of the "new national competitiveness 
agenda for Australia".  He said: "Surely it lies within our wit and wisdom to begin by 
integrating the assessment procedures and reports at present separately mandated by 
the Commonwealth and the states. Surely we should aim at having one single integrated 
assessment system." 
 
The Rudd Government's position is still a little unclear on the detail, but there may be 
opportunities for improving efficiency of decision making, if the business lobby can 
substantiate its case, which it has failed to do to date.  The Wentworth Group of 
concerned scientists has produced an interesting discussion paper, available on their 
website called 'Changes to Commonwealth Powers to Protect Australia's Environment'. 
State governments have an intrinsic conflict of interest. They, or their agencies, are some 
of the biggest developers in Australia and as such are proponents for ports (with the 
inevitable dredging), freeways, railway lines, desalination plants, logging, dams and other 
large-scale infrastructure.  And this is without even mentioning their attacks on national 
parks and other backward steps. 
 
Who else can assess and restrain state government actions, if not the national 
government? 
 
 
 
 
 
 COMMITTEE  
 President David Berry      9890 7915 
 Secretary       Ann Clayton     9878 6585 
 Treasurer Les Smith       9874 2641 
 Members Mary Crouch 9894 3025 
  Anne Tan 9878 2748  
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Postal address:  PO Box 5, Nunawading, 3131 
 

                    Subscriptions:      Family or single member $10.00 p.a. 
  Concession $5.00 p.a. 
  Junior $3.00 p.a. 
  Life $200.00 
 
 
 
 
If undeliverable, return to:     Blackburn & District                                                                       
PO Box 5            Tree Preservation Society Inc.                                                            
Nunawading, 3131                          Newsletter 
Inc. no. A15207B 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BLACKBURN & DISTRICT TREE PRESERVATION SOCIETY INC. 
 

 Aims to: •  Promote and improve the natural  environment 
     in the City of Whitehorse 
• Promote an understanding of indigenous 

plants and the natural environment 
• Disseminate information to members 
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