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President’s Annual Report 2012-2013  David Berry (November 2013) 
 
Over the 2012-13 period the tree society has been directly involved in the following activities and 
issues  
(For further details please refer to the society’s quarterly newsletters and/or the tree society website). 
 
The battle to save the Healesville Freeway Reserve in Vermont South as open space for 
community use continues.  
The Friends of Healesville Freeway Reserve (Whitehorse) held a successful Community 
Open Day in May to rally support for the retention of the land. The community open day 
exceeded all expectations with a conservative estimate of over 1000 people attending a range 
of activities throughout the day. 
The three VicRoads development options for the ex-freeway land will be made available for 
public consultation in late November. Please refer to the November newsletter for further 
details. 
 
1 Lake Road Blackburn - In 2012-13 Central Ward Councillor Denise Massoud succeeded 
in securing $100,000 for new works on the land in the 2013-14 budget. These works will 
include gravel path installation, fence renewal and tree improvements. 
In mid-2013 a ‘no-mow’ zone was established on the land and a number of volunteers held 
weeding working bees through winter and spring to help establish the indigenous remnant 
grasses and forbs. A considerable number of indigenous grasses and forbs have ‘popped up’ 
on site and now is the time to do a comprehensive botanical survey of the land. 
 
Seventh Day Adventist (SDA) Land in Nunawading. 
In mid-year the Seventh Day Adventist Church put another planning proposal to Council for 
the development of the campground site in Central Road Nunawading.  
The landowner wants to construct a retirement village consisting of seven multi-storey 
buildings comprising 151 residential units, an auditorium, café and shop with associated road, 
path, fence and car park construction. 
All-in-all over 80 trees, mostly indigenous, will be removed from this site that is of very high 
conservation significance. Whitehorse City Council received over 160 submissions in 
opposition to the development proposal. 
A planning consultation forum was held in late October with over eighty members of the 
Whitehorse community in attendance (for further details on the forum please see the 
November edition of the tree society newsletter). 
The battle to preserve the city’s precious remnant bushland continues! 
Council will make a final decision on the proposal in February/March 2014. 
 
The writing and compilation of the society’s Fifty-Year History is slowly but surely nearing 
completion and copies (hard and soft) should be available in 2014.  
 
The Blackburn and District Environment Protection Fund, sponsored by the society has 
now been operational for six years. Kingswood Junior College and Forest Hill Secondary 
College received grants for environmental programs in 2013.  
 
This year the tree society committee has been kept very busy making detailed submissions on 
the following topics: 
• Victorian Civil and Administrative Tribunal (VCAT) fee increase proposal  

(14 February 2013) 
• Victorian Planning Amendments (26 February 2013) 
• Melbourne Metropolitan Planning Strategy (27 March 2013) 
• Whitehorse City Council Neighbourhood Character Review (7 April 2013)  
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• Amendment C130 to the Whitehorse Planning Scheme to incorporate environmentally 
efficient design policies (28 April 2013) 

• The draft Whitehorse Housing and Neighbourhood Character Study (October 2013) 
The submissions can be read and/or downloaded on the ‘Latest News’ web page of the 
society’s web-site: http://home.vicnet.net.au/~bdtps/ 
 
The Tree Society has responded to a number of planning applications to remove or prune 
trees in SLO areas within Whitehorse. We need our members and the community to remain 
vigilant and: 
• Follow up on applications for tree removals in their neighbourhoods and take the 

necessary steps of checking with council, talking with neighbours and making 
submissions to help retain the natural character of their local areas; 

• Inform the tree society committee of any development proposals that require our attention 
and action. Fellow committee members (and particularly Ann Clayton, Mary Crouch and 
Anne Tan) deserve the plaudits from Whitehorse residents residing in SLO-protected 
areas for their diligence on behalf of the natural environment. 

 
Four Newsletters have been produced and distributed over the past year 
 
Tree society member Sally Polack has generously given of her time and expertise to update 
the society’s website (see http://home.vicnet.net.au/~bdtps/). 
Please check out the site for the latest campaign details, recent newsletters and submissions, 
historical material and photos. 
We are interested in your feedback so please let us know what you think via 
mailto:bdtpsociety@gmail.com 
 
A number of notable anniversaries were celebrated in 2013 including: 
• The centenary of the purchase of what is now the Wandinong Sanctuary by the Hooke 

family and the 40th anniversary of the formation of the Wandinong Sanctuary Advisory 
Committee was celebrated on Sunday 27th October. 

• The 40th anniversary of the formation of the Urimbirra Co-operative Society by the Tree 
Society to purchase environmentally valuable land in the Little Desert, and the centenary of 
the building of the Bills Gully Hall where Urimbirra members camp and where the annual 
meeting of the Co-operative is held.   

• The 30th anniversary of the formation of the Creeklands Advisory Committee (November 
2013) 

 
Many thanks to fellow committee members Ann Clayton, Mary Crouch, Les Smith and Anne 
Tan for their input, support and continued enthusiasm in the pursuit of environmental issues 
and activities on behalf of the tree society during 2013.  
The society continues to be an important advocate for the environment in Whitehorse. We 
lobby council, provide advice to residents, respond to the many issues involving the natural 
environment and liaise with like-minded environmental groups to fight for the protection and 
enhancement of our natural landscape.  
 
On a sombre note, the tree society appears to be in terminal decline; our numbers are 
dwindling and we urgently need more members, more active members and an influx of young 
and vibrant members.  
In an attempt to redress this decline in membership and member activity levels the tree 
society committee will be conducting a Member survey during 2014 to address and hopefully 
counter this trend so that the battle for the natural environment within Whitehorse can be re-
energised. 
If you are interested in becoming more active in the tree society please contact David Berry 
on 9890 7915 or mailto:polaber@optushome.com.au 


