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Come One Come All! 
 

Friends of Healesville Freeway Reserve (Whitehorse) Community Open Day  
 

See enclosed poster for further details. 
The Friends of Healesville Freeway Reserve (Whitehorse) have organised a Community 
Open Day for Sunday 26 May 2013 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. to rally support for the retention 
of the 36-hectare ex-freeway reserve in Forest Hill/Vermont/Vermont South for open 
space.  
 
The location of this land is Melway maps 62 E-5 to K-5 & 63 A-5 to C-5. 
 
The land is owned by VicRoads and they are currently engaged in a sham community 
consultation; their barely concealed objective being to maximize the financial return on 
this valuable community asset by selling off the land for medium- and high-density 
residential development. 
 
We need to galvanize support from the Whitehorse (and broader) community so that we 
get a great turn-up on the day to show the relevant decision-makers (who have all been 
invited) and the media how important we consider this land to be for the many 
community uses it currently supports, and its potential development as a community asset 
into the future.  
 
Whitehorse residents, community groups and local schools have been using the freeway 
reserve for a range of activities for many years including cricket, community farming, dog 
exercise, cycling, walking, school sports, nature conservation, passive recreational pursuits 
and horse agistment. 
 
Whether it be the protection and enhancement of Bellbird Dell and other rare and 
endangered patches of remnant vegetation thru the link; the potential for a fantastic 
alternative cycle, pedestrian and 'biolink' thru the reserve from Springvale Road to Boronia 
Road; the fact that we want the Nadrasca farm to stay where it is and strengthen its links 
even further with the Whitehorse community or the need for more sporting and 
recreational facilities (e.g. at Davy Lane) this land needs to be saved for public use. If you 
have any queries please contact the Tree Society committee by  
Email:  bdtpsocietyy@gmail.com 

We look forward to seeing you at the Community Open Day on 26th May 2013. 
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Updated Tree Society Website 
Tree Society member Sally Polack has generously given of her time and expertise to 
update the society’s website (see http://home.vicnet.net.au/~bdtps/). 
Please check out the site for the latest campaign details, recent newsletters and 
submissions, historical material and photos. 
We are interested in your feedback so please let us know what you think via 
mailto:bdtpsociety@gmail.com 
 
Thanks to Sally for her great work from the committee and members. 
 
1 Lake Road Blackburn - Funds allocated in WCC 2013-14 Draft Budget 
For many years no progress has been made in developing the eight residential blocks on 
the corner of Lake and Central Roads. The land came into public ownership over five 
years ago with the objective to develop the site as a green space in keeping with the 
natural character of the adjacent Blackburn Lake Sanctuary. 
 
Local community groups, facilitated by the Tree Society, banded together and produced 
a draft landscape development plan that was forwarded to Central Ward councillors in 
September 2012 for their comments and action.  
 
Since then the newly elected Central Ward Councillor Denise Massoud has worked 
tirelessly to help achieve positive outcomes for this neglected land. 
 
Her work has borne fruit; $100,000 has been set aside for new works on the land in the 
2013-14 budget.  These works will include gravel path installation, fence renewal and tree 
improvements. 
 
Congratulations to Council, Cr Massoud and the local community groups for this excellent 
outcome. 
 
Recent Submissions from the Tree Society 
This year the Tree Society committee has been kept very busy making detailed submissions 
on the following topics: 
• Victorian Civil and Administrative Tribunal (VCAT) fee increase proposal  

(14 February 2013) 
• Victorian Planning amendments (26 February 2013) 
• Melbourne Metropolitan Planning Strategy (27 March 2013) 
• Whitehorse City Council Neighbourhood Character Review (7 April 2013) and  
• Amendment C130 to the Whitehorse Planning Scheme to incorporate environmentally 

efficient design policies (28 April 2013) 
 
The submissions can be read and/or downloaded on the ‘Latest News’ web page of the 
Society’s web-site: http://home.vicnet.net.au/~bdtps/ 
 
An excerpt from the most recent submission is reproduced below: 
 
Amendment C130 to the Whitehorse Planning Scheme to incorporate environmentally 
efficient design policies (28 April 2013) 
 
‘… The TreeSsociety submission endorses Amendment C130 to the Whitehorse  
Planning Scheme.  
It is crucial that the planning strategy for commercial and residential  
development within our city balance the housing, transport, economic growth,  
population increase and infrastructure considerations with the overarching  
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requirement that Whitehorse residents are provided with every opportunity to  
live a life of high quality. This in turn is predicated on the creation and  
maintenance of an ecologically sustainable environment and wise  
management of our natural resources including the incorporation of  
environmentally sensitive, effective and efficient design principles and practice  
within the Whitehorse Planning Scheme.   
  
The Tree Society committee’s over-riding concern with Amendment C130 to  
the Whitehorse Planning Scheme is that the wording is too passive and  
appears to rely on a degree of self-regulation by developers. We believe that  
the language used needs to be more active, prescriptive and contain  
objective, measurable outcomes ...'  
 
The State of Victoria’s Environment 
It is 25 years since the passing of Victoria's Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act.  It’s objective 
was to guarantee that all species of flora and fauna in Victoria can "survive, flourish and 
retain their potential for evolutionary development in the wild". – this is as important today 
as it ever was.  
 
Unfortunately, there has been a lack of commitment to the Act’s implementation and a 
failure to make sure that it keeps up to date with developments in conservation science 
and threats such as climate change.   
 

This will not be helped by the recent merging of the Department of Sustainability and 
Environment and the Department of Primary Industries to form the Department of 
Environment and Primary Industries, with agriculture and resource use the focus rather 
than environmental protection.  There is now no State Government body with primary 
responsibility for environmental protection.   

Additionally, there is a new Department for State Development, which includes energy 
and resources portfolios.  It has arrangements for fast tracking major projects, a process 
which usually leads to less scrutiny. 

This article is based on information from the Environment Defenders Office, of which this 
Society is a member. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 COMMITTEE  
 President David Berry      9890 7915 
 Secretary       Ann Clayton     9878 6585 
 Treasurer Les Smith       9874 2641 
 Members Mary Crouch 9894 3025 
  Anne Tan 9878 2748  
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Postal address:  PO Box 5, Nunawading, 3131 
 

                    Subscriptions:      Family or single member $10.00 p.a. 
  Concession $5.00 p.a. 
  Junior $3.00 p.a. 
  Life $200.00 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BLACKBURN & DISTRICT TREE PRESERVATION SOCIETY INC. 
 

 Aims to: •  Promote and improve the natural  environment 
     in the City of Whitehorse 
• Promote an understanding of indigenous 

plants and the natural environment 
• Disseminate information to members 


