
To Whom It May Concern: 
This morning as I collected my mail from the roadside mailbox I found to my surprise 
some kind person had placed a Blackburn and District Tree Preservation Society 
newsletter in the box. 
 
My late husband known as Jack (Dr A J. S. Jones) Mrs Bea Burns, the Satchwells and 
the McAndrews were the first to think of the idea of a Tree Preservation Society for 
Blackburn in 1959. Gatherings were held at the home of Frank and Bea Burns Jeffrey 
St Blackburn.  We had only been in Blackburn for two years and Jack being a great 
talker and meeting people with the same interests was in his element. 
 
Jack spent many hours visiting Nunawading councillors in their homes in the 
evenings to persuade them to preserve the road side trees and convince the council to 
keep a percentage of each new subdivision for open space, therefore more parkland 
and play ground areas were preserved.  On the 16 November 1959 a public meeting 
was held at Morten Park chaired by Jim Manson MLA and Professor Turner. Support 
was given at this meeting, the Society was born and soon there was a membership of 
123.  The first committee was Dr J. McAndrew – President, Dr A. J. S. Jones – Vice 
President, Mrs F. Burns – Secretary and Mr Morley – Treasurer.  Working bees were 
organized to plant areas such as the triangle opposite our home and the corner of 
Blackburn and Canterbury Rds. and the Forest Hill Reserve where the swimming pool 
is.  Garden tours were held and Lilly White’s garden, where Taralye is today, proved 
so popular that future tours were limited to members and their friends. 
 
I feel it was due to the effort of members of the Blackburn and District Tree 
Preservation Society that Taralye became the home of the Advisory Council for 
Children with Impaired Hearing.  As far as it is known it is the first centre in the 
world for hearing-impaired children that is sited in a community. 
 
Jack was asked to write an article or the first Taralye Bulletin 1983 as he knew 
through his medical practice many of the old folk of Blackburn. 
 
I enclose a copy of that publication when the Blackburn Tree Society decided to 
nominate their own members for council. Jack’s name as authoriser was on the tickets 
handed out at the council elections.  That was a great victory for the Society when 
George Cox was elected to council. 
 
The maculata trees (eucalyptus) on the median strip in front of 145 Blackburn Road 
were planted late one dark night by Jack.  Keith Dow our neighbour, collaborator and 
propagator of the trees approved of the exercise.  A few days later to our surprise and 
delight the council workers watered them.  As the years passed and we have driven 
through Blackburn Jack always insisted on inspecting trees that he had planted - some 
on the triangle and others near the bridge over the creek in Blackburn Road.  
Regrettably Jack had to give up his commitment the B & DTPS due to the pressure of 
his medical practice. 
 
I commend the hard work past and the new generation of members have achieved.  
 
I am proud to have been associated with Blackburn and sad that age forced us to leave 
the area. Jack loved trees and never stopped propagating and planting.  As he was 



dying in hospital he was worrying about the Celery Pine from Tasmania that he had 
propagated and had not been able to plant our in the garden. 
 
After his death we held a tree planting ceremony and I spoke of the influence trees 
have on our lives.  How could we live without them?  They provide us with warmth 
from our fires, shade, shelter, wood for building our homes, their fruits help feed the 
birds and us.  Their dead tissue has formed fossil fuels, coal, gas and oil for our 
electricity and transport.  
 
I told my family that I hope in years to come as they look about our farm and view all 
the trees my dear husband planted that they will appreciate and protect them. 
 
Yours Sincerely 
Laurel Jones 


