
Estimated Amenity Tree Valuations for Trees Recommended for 
Removal along the Shared Path on Middleborough Road (West) between 
Albion and Canterbury Roads. 
 
For this exercise the current City of Melbourne Tree Valuation Calculator was 
used and a dollar value (calculated for 2013) was obtained for each tree to be 
removed.  
 
The Amenity Value Formula used by the City of Melbourne was derived from 
the formula (by Dr. Peter Yau, 1990) of the Maurer-Hoffman Formula. 
The basic monetary value of the tree was taken from the internationally 
accepted table of values devised by the American Council of Tree and 
Landscape Appraisers and the International Society of Arboriculture, which in 
the base year 1988 was $US27 per square inch trunk basal area. 
When converted to a value corresponding to centimeters in trunk diameter at 
breast height (DBH) the Basic Monetary Value table was updated in 2013 to 
reflect more current monetary values.	   	  
	  	  
The formula is as follows: 
Value	  (V)	  =	  Basic	  Value	  ($)	  x	  Species	  (S)	  x	  Aesthetics	  (A)	  x	  Locality	  (L)	  x	  Condition	  (C)	  
	  
Further details on this tree valuation tool can be obtained from the City of 
Melbourne fact sheet Tree Evaluations in the City of Melbourne – see the City 
of Melbourne website. 
 
The total $ value for the 58 trees recommended for removal is calculated at 
around $172,000 which averages $3,000 per tree. 
 
This figure can be divided into three component parts: 

1. Total value of eight trees already removed = $16,000 
2. Total value of the 28 trees that the tree society agrees should be 

removed = $33,000 
3. Total value of the 22 trees for which the tree society recommends 

retention and council recommends removal = $123,000.  
Some of the higher valued trees in part 3 include:  

- Trees #5, #34 and #50 = $15,000 each 
- Trees #28, #39 and #62 = $9,000 to $10,000 each. 

 
The total tree loss valuation of $170,000 is a substantial figure when 
compared with the budgeted cost of the shared path upgrade being in the 
order of $200,000. 
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